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(1) Is hell a place or an event? 
Let’s look in Revelation 20-22 
to find out. What medium will 
be used to cleanse the uni-
verse from sin, suffering, and 
death? (vs 20:9, 10, 15) 

Where will the fire of hell 
burn? (vs 20:9)  

When does it occur? (vs 20:7; 
also read 5-9) 

What is the purpose of hell-
fire? (vs 21:4; also read 21:7; 22:3, 12) 

Who and what will be de-
stroyed in the fire of hell? 
(vs 20:10, 14, 15; also read 21:8, 19-
20; 22:15; Matthew 25:34-46) 

How long will the fire of hell 
burn? (vs 20:9-10; also read 22:12)   

The word translated “forever” is a relative 
term. For Jonah it was three days (Jonah 1:17; 
2:6), for a slave it was a lifetime (Exodus 
21:6), and for the wicked it is until they have 
received their just reward (Revelation 22:12). 
The Bible says everlasting “punishment” not 
“punishing” (Matthew 25:46). The wicked 
are “punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord” (2 Thessalo-
nians 1:9). The effect is eternal not the event. 
Their punishment is to be destroyed and ever-
lasting separation from the Lord. Even Satan 
will one day receive his fair punishment and 
he will burn no more (Ezekiel 28:18). The 
fire will one day cease and we will walk on 
the ashes of the wicked (Malachi 4:1-3). Our 
God is compassionate fair and just (Psalm 
87:15; 89:14) and would not in cruelty burn 
someone for eternity for the sins committed 
in a short life time on this earth. We choose ei-
ther eternal life with Him or death--separation 
from Him the Source of life. All receive a just 



reward, endless burning  is not given as an op-
tion (Romans 6:22-23). 

(2) In His long suffering love, 
what is God not willing that 
any should do? 

2 Peter 3:9

(3)  What does God desire for 
all mankind? 

1 Timothy 2:3-4

(4) How does the Bible describe 
God’s future action  in the de-
struction of sin and all who 
choose to cling to it? 

Isaiah 28:21-22

(5) As described in John 3:16-
17, because of His great love 
for us, what great gift did He 
give that everyone should 
not perish but have everlast-
ing life? (3:16) 

What specific thing did God NOT 
send His Son to do? (3:17)

(6) in what four actions does 
god demonstrate his love for 
those who accept it and fol-
low His plan for their lives? 

Psalm 103:3-4  (also read 1-14)

When that day of judgment has come no 
one will be able to say God could have 
done anything more to try to save them. 
He will not treat us as we deserve unless 
we choose to get what we deserve!

I realize that one glorious day God 
will destroy sin and suffering and it 
will never rise up again. 

 Circle One:     Yes      Undecided

I realize that the fire of hell is an 
event and not a place and it will oc-
cur on earth’s surface & then go out. 

Circle One:     Yes      Undecided

I now realize that the word “forever” 
is a relative term and, after each un-

OTHER RELEVANT TEXTS: GOD’S MERCY = Nehemiah 9:17; 1 John 4:8; Romans 2:4; Luke 2:14; 9:56; 
2 Corinthians 5:18-21; 1 John 4:9-10; Romans 5:8; Psalm 31:19; Hebrews 9:12 “FOREVER” = 1 Samuel 
1:22; 2:35; 1 Chronicles 28:4; Jeremiah 7:7; Philemon 15 = (rest of life); Revelation 14:11; 20:10; 19:3; 21:4 
= (until destroyed). UNQUENCHABLE = Isaiah 34:8-10; 66:24; Mark 9:43-48; Matthew 3:12; Luke 3:17; 
Jeremiah 17:27 = Like the fire of Jerusalem, many are unquenchable but eventually burn out. DESTROYED 
= Isaiah 47:14-15; Malachi 4:1-3; Matthew 10:28; Job 31:3; Psalm 97:3; 92:7; Ezekiel 18:4, 20-22; Obadiah 
1:16; Ezekiel 28:18 = After receiving reward all become ashes. ETERNAL = Jude 7; Luke 17:29-30; Hebrews 
9:12; 6:2; Genesis 19:24; 2 Peter 2:6 = Sodom was burned with eternal fire but is now ashes and not still burning. 
EVERLASTING FIRE & PUNISHMENT = Mat 25:41, 46; 2 Thessalonians 1:9 = The effect of the punishment 
is everlasting not the event. Psalm 37:20-22, 34-38  = Wicked are cut off & destroyed. REWARD GIVEN AC-
CORDING TO WORKS = Matthew 16:27; Luke 12:47-47; Isaiah 3:10-11; Romans 6:23

repentant sinner receives their just 
reward will be ashes upon the earth. 
Their punishment is eternal destruc-
tion and separation from God.

Circle One:     Yes     Undecided

I am glad God is love, desires for ev-
eryone to be saved, and He gave His 
Son so none would have to perish. 
I gratefully accept His priceless gift 
and will forever give Him praise.

Circle One:     Yes     Undecided

  



OTHER RELEVANT TEXTS: “FOREVER” = Jonah 1:17; 2:6 (3 days); Exodus 21:6; 1 Samuel 
1:22; 2:35; 1 Chronicles 28:4; Jeremiah 7:7; Philemon 15 = (remainder of life time); Revela-
tion 14:11; 20:10; 19:3; 21:4 = (until destroyed) In the original language that the word “for-
ever” is translated from means a period of time and is relative to the situation. UNQUENCH-
ABLE = Isaiah 34:8-10; 66:24; Mark 9:43-48; Matthew 3:12; Luke 3:17; Jeremiah 17:27 
= Jerusalem’s fire was unquenchable but is not still burning, many fires are unquenchable 
until they burn out. DESTROYED = Isaiah 47:14-15; Malachi 4:1-3; Matthew 10:28; Job 
31:3; Psalm 97:3; 92:7; Ezekiel 18:4, 20-22; Obadiah 1:16; Ezekiel 28:18 = After receiving a 
just reward all will become ashes. ETERNAL = Jude 7; Luke 17:29-30; Hebrews 9:12; 6:2; 
Genesis 19:24; 2 Peter 2:6 = Sodom was burned with eternal fire but is now ashes and not 
still burning. GOD’S MERCY = Nehemiah 9:17; 1 John 4:8; Romans 2:4; Luke 2:14; 9:56; 2 
Corinthians 5:18-21; 1 John 4:9-10; Romans 5:8; Psalm 31:19; Hebrews 9:12 EVERLAST-
ING FIRE & PUNISHMENT = Mat 25:41, 46; The effect of the punishment is everlasting 
not the event 2 Thessalonians 1:9. Wicked are cut off & destroyed = Psalm 37:20-22, 34-38 
REWARD ACCORDING TO WORKS = Matthew 16:27; Luke 12:47-47; Isaiah 3:10-11; Ro-
mans 6:23

 


