
Bible Study Guide
A Spirit of Prophecy Compilation

IndescribableLove



His love is Indescribable, Unconditional, Audacious, Unfailing, Mighty, Unforgettable, 
Stupendous, Uncontainable, Inexhaustible, Unfathomable, Incomprehensible, Eternal, 
Perfect, Incredible, Remarkable, Protective, Confiding, Boundless, Miraculous, 
Colossal, Unexplainable, Unequitable, Provocative, Inseparable, Undefeatable, 
Satisfying, Powerful, Universal, Gentle, Extraordinary, Comforting, Undeniable, 
Unfathomable, Redemptive, Sacrificial, Yearning, Unquestionable, Compassionate, 
Approachable, Majestic, Inconceivable, Preeminent, Patient, Tender, Unshakable, 
Retainable, Life-giving, Incorruptible, Overwhelming, Inexpressible, Atoning, 
Unprovokable, Infinite, Unstoppable, Long-suffering, Supernatural, Serenading, 
Unending, Consuming, Incomparable, Liberating, Forgiving, Courageous, Authentic, 
Inseparable, Excellent, Indivisible, Invariable, Astounding, Exalting, Indissoluble, 
Divine, Unimaginable, Cleansing, Exceptional, Faithful, Paramount, Supreme, 
Victorious, Indisputable, Heroic, Irrefutable, Healing, Spectacular, Remarkable, 
Incontestable, Unfailing, Wonderful, Incontrovertible, Merciful, Compassionate, 
Empowering, Creative, Fulfilling, Monumental, Satisfying, Abundant, Amazing, 
Undeniable, Victorious, Contagious, Discerning, Delivering, Selfless, Beautiful, 
Magnificent, Incredible, Sensational, Exponential, Emotional, Original, Vulnerable, 
Sustainable, Audacious, Valuable, Embracing, Unselfish, Uncondemning, Inclusive, 
Inviting, Unchangeable, Unmeasurable, Inspirational, Unavoidable, Undisappointable, 
Immutable, Inscrutable, Understandable, Providential, Unparalleled, Boundless, 
Genuine, Majestic, Sympathizing, Incontestable, Definitive, Decisive, Efficacious, 
Affectionate, Sanctified, Glorified, Benevolent, Harmonious, Interceding, Everlasting, 
Transforming, Loyal, Holy, Immortal, Astonishing, Efficacious, Ungraspable, 
Indescribable, Unconditional, Available, Unforgettable, Uncontainable, Inexhaustible, 
Incomprehensible, Eternal, Unmatchable, Perfect, Incredible, Remarkable, Protective, 
Confiding,  Unexplainable, Unequitable, Inseparable, Undefeatable, Satisfying, 
Powerful, Universal, Gentle, Extraordinary, Comforting, Undeniable, Unfathomable, 
Redemptive, Sacrificial, Yearning, Unquestionable, Compassionate, Approachable, 
Majestic, Inconceivable, Preeminent, Patient, Tender, Unshakable,  Life-giving, 
Incorruptible, Overwhelming, Inexpressible, Atoning, Unprovokable, Infinite, 
Unstoppable, Long-suffering, Supernatural, Serenading, Unending, Consuming, 
Incomparable, Liberating, Forgiving, Courageous, Authentic, Inseparable, Excellent, 
Indivisible, Invariable, Astounding, Exalting, Indissoluble, Divine, Unimaginable,  
Exceptional, Faithful, Paramount, Supreme, Victorious, Indisputable, Irrefutable, 
Healing, Spectacular, Miraculous, Remarkable, Incontestable, Unfailing, Wonderful, 
Almighty, Incontrovertible, Merciful, Compassionate, Empowering, Fulfilling, 
Reliable, Abundant, Amazing, Undeniable, Victorious, Contagious, Stupendous, 
Discerning, Delivering, Selfless, Beautiful, Magnificent, Incredible, Sensational, 
Exponential, Emotional, Original, Vulnerable, Sustainable, Audacious, Valuable, 
Embracing, Unselfish, Inviting, Unchangeable, Unmeasurable, Inspirational, 
Unavoidable, Immutable, Inscrutable, Understandable, Providential, Unparalleled ... 

   he love of the Father in the Gift of 
His Son for a fallen race is indescribable, 
unfathomable, without parallel, and this 
Gift centers at the cross. The plan of 
redemption by which the Merciful, Divine-
human Redeemer rescued man from the 
thralldom of sin, is indeed a mystery. The 
full significance tongue cannot utter, pen 
cannot portray, and the human mind or 
even angels cannot fully comprehend. It 
is so surpassing, so grand, so sublime, that 
we can never hope to fully understand, but 
the life of all who try will be changed. 
This impartial, infinite, and eternal love 
the Father and Son long to lavish upon 
you, but it can only be known fully by 
experience. This love is personal—you are 
loved as if you are the only one in this 
world. This love is unconditional—you are 
loved regardless of your failures or successes. 
You may be despondent, even despairing, 
and covered by heavy clouds of affliction, 
but there is light ahead. Beyond the gloom 
is a sympathetic, compassionate Friend and 
Saviour. You are invited on an incredible 
journey through God’s Word to learn about 
and experience this great love. You can rest 
wholly in His hands, and be filled with holy 
joy, calm peace, and love indescribable!
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AN INVITATION TO THE READER

We are glad you have received Indescribable Love Bible Study 
Guide. It is our prayer that you will go through these lessons 
and draw closer to Christ; the One who offers you friendship, 
peace, and eternal life.  

If there is an address in the box below, this guide is offered to 
you as a gift from a Bible school. Your school may utilize this 
guide in one of two possible ways. 

The guide may or may not contain an answer section in the 
back. But when there is one, you may refer to it to verify your 
answers. Upon completion, if you wish to have your certificate 
validated, remove and send only your certificate to the address 
below for signature by an instructor. 

If an address is present but your guide does not contain an 
answer section; then, upon completion, you may send your 
entire completed guide for verification and have your certificate 
signed.

In either situation, all you have mailed to us will be returned 
with additional free study materials. If at any time you have 
additional Bible questions, you may send them, and an instructor 
will respond.

You may have been a Christian all your life, or this may be your 
first opportunity to learn about the wonderful love of Jesus. In 
either case, this time you spend in the Word of God will be a 
rich blessing. May the Lord fill you with peace as you seek to 
know Him better.

FOR MORE STUDY MATERIALS WRITE:



6

SUGGESTIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDY 

(1)	 PRAY FOR  		  Each time you study, pray for discernment and 	
	 GUIDANCE 		 the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Approach your 	
					    study with an open mind. Avoid preconceived 	
	 	 	 	 	ideas that may have a negative influence on 	 	
					    your search for truth. 

(2)	 READ THE 	  	 Read each question slowly taking extra time to 	
	 QUESTION	 	 contemplate and understand it. This will result 	
	 	 	 	 	in the greatest benefit from your study. 

(3)	 FIND THE 	  	 Use any Bible to look up the reference text listed 
	 ANSWER		  below the answer space. Read the reference 
				    and surrounding texts to gain an understanding  
				    of their context. Write a concise answer on the 
					    blanks provided in your study guide. If you 
	 	 	 	 	want to confirm your answer you may look it 		
				    up in the answer section located in the back.    

					    For a deeper understanding, read and compare 	
					    the reference texts in multiple versions  
					    of Scripture. Use a concordance, column  
					    references, and a dictionary to look up unfamiliar  
					    words and search for other related texts.

(4)	  CONTEMPLATE 	 Reread the question and answer, then read the 
	 THE RESULTS	 commentary. Contemplate the significance of 
					    what you have just studied and ask for wisdom 
 					    from the Lord to help you  know how to  
				    apply it to your life.

(5)	  CONTINUE 		 It is our prayer that you will continue to study 		
	   TO STUDY		 God’s Word. We encourage you to contact your 	
					    source for this guide and obtain other 
					    inspirational materials that will aid in your  
					    spiritual growth. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR GROUP STUDY 

(1)		 ASSIGN A 		  It is important to appoint an individual to lead your 	
		 LEADER		  study group. This may be a pastor, church leader, or 	
					    a shared responsibility among the group members. 	
					    This individual’s responsibility is to keep the  
					    discussion objective and encourage participation.         
  
(2)		 PREDETERMINE  	 Make a group decision whether to include outside 	
		 STUDY METHODS	 materials in your study sessions. As a rule, study 
					    time will be the most fruitful when the focus is on 
					    Biblical references.   

(3)	  	PRE-STUDY	 Encourage each member of your group to study 
	 	THE LESSON	 the lesson prior to meeting. This will result in the 
	 		 	 	 greatest benefit to each individual as well as  
					    enhancing his/her ability to participate in discussion.

(4)		 BEGIN WITH	 Each time you meet always invite the Lord to be 
	  PRAYER	 	 present in your study session and the Holy Spirit to 	
					    be your guide. 

(5)		 READ QUESTION	 The group leader may read or appoint another  
					    member of the group to read the questions.     

(6)	  	READ ANSWER 	 The group leader can ask for volunteers to give the 	
	 	& COMMENTARY	 answer and related commentary. When time allows, 	
					    ask for answers derived from various translations  
					    to increase participation and understanding.
  
(7)	  	DISCUSSION 	 The most benefit will be gained if the leader does  
					    not lecture the group but rather leads it. Each 
					    member of the group should be encouraged to 
					    participate in the capacity he/she is comfortable. 	
	 		 	 	 One member of the group should not dominate the 	
					    discussion. Encourage sensitivity to the feelings 
					    and opinions of others even in disagreement.   

(8)	  	TESTIMONY	 Have a time at the beginning or end of your session 	
					    for brief testimonies. This can be general or limited 	
					    to the subject matter being studied. 
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What is Love? - 1
(1)  What is the Only true 
and trustworthy defini-
tion of Love AND WAS DEM-
ONSTRATED BY THE GIFT OF 
HIS SON?

1 John 4:16

Related Texts: 1 John 4:8; 2 Corinthi-
ans 13:11

What is the Bible interpretation of God? 
“God is love.” By giving Christ to our 
world, God manifested His love for man-
kind. “God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” Yes, “everlast-

ing life.” This is the love which is the ful-
filling of the law. Only he whose heart is 
filled with compassion for fallen man, 
who loves to a purpose, showing his 
love by the performance of Christlike 
deeds, will be able to endure the see-
ing of Him who is invisible. He only 
who loves his fellowmen to a purpose 
can know God. He who loves not 
those for whom the Father has done so 
much know not God. This is the reason 
there is so little genuine vitality in our 
churches. Theology is valueless unless 
it is saturated with the love of Christ. 
{LHU 134}

(2)  When we come to know 
God and His perfect love, 
what is cast out of our 
minds concerning Him?
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(4)  In love, God CREATED US 
IN HIS IMAGE with intel-
ligence AND the freedom 
of choice. Because of this 
what does He ask us to do 
together with Him?

Isaiah 1:18

Related Texts: Isaiah 41:21; Genesis 
1:26, 27

The statement that God is love is of in-
finite value in understanding the plan of 
salvation. Only Love would give free 
will to His creatures and run the risk 
of incurring the suffering that sin has 
brought to the Godhead and the angels as 
well as to fallen men. Only Love would 
be interested in gaining the cheerful vol-
untary service of those who were free to 
go their own way. And when sin came, 
only Love could have the patience and 
the will to devise a plan that would en-
able the universe to come to a full un-
derstanding of the basic facts in the great 
controversy between good and evil, and 
thus ensure against any further uprising 
of self-seeking and hate. In the warfare 
against sin, God, being truly love, can 
use only truth and love, whereas Satan 
employs cunning lies and cruel force. 
Only Love could inspire the plan that 
would permit the Son first to redeem the 
human race from the guilt and power of 
sin by His earthly life, death, and resur-
rection, and then to become the Head of 
a new and sinless race (cf. on v. 9). By 
His very nature God was impelled to 
devise and carry out this amazing plan 
(John 3:16). {7BC 664-665}

(5)  Because God is love, 
what is the greatest and 

1 John 4:18

Related Texts: Romans 8:15; 2 Timo-
thy 1:7

That God is love is a revelation, for men 
could never have discovered the fact for 
themselves. The revelation is of supreme 
importance to man’s welfare. That God 
is a spirit (John 4:24) is important, but it 
tells nothing about the possibility of our 
enjoying happy relations with such a be-
ing. That “God is light” (1 John 1:5) is 
intellectually satisfying, but the thought 
of an all-pure, all-seeing God may bring 
fear rather than comfort, for in the light 
of what we are, what good can such a 
God find in us? But when we learn that 
God is love, fear is replaced by trust, 
and we confidingly place ourselves in 
the hands of our heavenly Father, know-
ing that He careth for us (1 Peter 5:7).  
{7BC 664} 

(3)  How long will God’s 
steadfast love and mer-
cy for us endure?

Jeremiah 31:3

Related Texts: Psalm 100:5; 118:1; 103:17

That God is love also implies that there 
is no time when He has not been or will 
not be love. His nature never changes; 
love has been His dominant quality in 
the past and will continue to be in the 
future. We may prove that for ourselves, 
for as Charles Wesley says, when speak-
ing of his relationship to God: “Through 
all eternity to prove Thy Nature and Thy 
Name is Love.” {7BC 665}
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What is Love?                                                                                                               

5T 612). Self-denying love, producing 
unity among the believers, will convince 
the world that God did send His Son 
into the world to save mankind. This is 
God’s chosen method for His people to 
bear testimony to the truth of the gos-
pel (see John 17:21, 23). Such love, 
which shows no desire to exalt, justify, 
or gratify self, but is dedicated to selfless 
ministry to the needy, is an argument that 
unconverted men cannot gainsay. They 
see in it something incomprehensible to 
their philosophy of life. Their hearts are 
touched, and their intelligence responds 
to the evidence of the power of godliness 
in the lives of converted men. Thus love 
is demonstrated to be the greatest way of 
preaching the gospel and advancing the 
kingdom of God. {6BC 785-786}

(6)  How does this verse  
describe the level of 
priority and the signif-
icance of love?

Colossians 3:14

Related Texts: Colossians 3:12, 13; 1 
John 4:7-9

Love to God and love to our neigh-
bor constitute the whole duty of man. 
Without brotherly kindness we can-
not exhibit the grace of love to God 
or to our fellow men.

Christ offers a love that passeth knowl-
edge. This love is not something kept 
apart from our life, but it takes hold of 
the entire being. The heaven to which the 

most fundamental ele-
ment of our Christian ex-
perience? 

1 Corinthians 13:13

Related Texts: Galatians 5:6; 1 Cor-
inthians 13:8

When it is realized that of all qualities of 
character, love is the one that inspiration 
uses to describe the very nature of God, 
it is easy to see why the apostle should 
say that above all gifts of the Spirit, this 
is the greatest (see 1 John 4:7, 8, 16). As 
a manner of life, love is more effective, 
more victorious, more satisfying, than 
the possession and exercise of the vari-
ous gifts of the Spirit enumerated in ch. 
12 (see 1 Cor. 12:31). Love for God and 
our fellow men is the highest expression 
of harmony with God (see Matt. 22:37–
40; 8T 139). Love lived out in the life of 
the believer is the great test of the sincer-
ity of one’s Christianity (see Isa. 58:6–8; 
Matt. 25:34–40; 6T 273–280). 

To be a Christian is to be like Christ, who 
“went about doing good” (Acts 10:38). 
Christians, then, are those who, in the 
spirit of Jesus, go about doing good to 
all who need their help. They do it with 
no self-interest, but because the love of 
God in their hearts makes it impossible 
for them to do anything else (see 6T 
268; 3T 524). Love is the super excellent 
way, because its practical expression is 
the test that is to decide the eternal des-
tiny of all men. Those whose religion is 
one of mere outward compliance with 
forms and observances will discover 
that such is not acceptable to God (see 
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Psalm 89:14

Related Texts: Psalm 45:6, 7; 85:13; He-
brews 1:8, 9

God’s love has been expressed in His 
justice no less than in His mercy. Jus-
tice is the foundation of His throne, and 
the fruit of His love. It had been Satan’s 
purpose to divorce mercy from truth and 
justice. He sought to prove that the righ-
teousness of God’s law is an enemy to 
peace. But Christ shows that in God’s 
plan they are indissolubly joined togeth-
er; the one cannot exist without the other. 
“Mercy and truth are met together; righ-
teousness and peace have kissed each 
other” (Psalm 85:10).

By His life and His death, Christ proved 
that God’s justice did not destroy His 
mercy, but that sin could be forgiven, 
and that the law is righteous, and can be 
perfectly obeyed. Satan’s charges were 
refuted. [NP] The grace of Christ and the 
law of God are inseparable. In Jesus mer-
cy and truth are met together. {AG 74}

(9)  Since God is love and His 
government is based on 
love, How does this text 
equate love and his law?

Romans 13:10

Related Texts: Romans 13:8, 9; Mat-
thew 22:37-40; James 2:8

Christian is climbing will be attained only 
by those who have this crowning grace. 
This is the new affection which pervades 
the soul. The old is left behind. Love is 
the great controlling power. When love 
leads, all the faculties of mind and spirit 
are enlisted. Love to God and love to 
man will give the clear title to heaven. 
{OHC 73-74}

(7) Though prophecies, ton- 
gues, and knowledge may 
cease, what can we count 
on that will never fail?

1 Corinthians 13:8

Genuine love does not fall off like a 
leaf or a flower (see James 1:11; 1 Pe-
ter 1:24). When a flower has given its 
fragrance and beauty during the hours 
of sunshine, it has served its purpose, 
and the cold winds and frosts cause it 
to wither and fall off the plant. Not so 
with love. In days of stress and strain, 
as well as when all is bright and fair, 
love ever remains the same, shedding 
its fragrance of trust and hope and 
faith all around. This must be so, for 
love is the very foundation of law, 
and the law of God is eternal (see Ps. 
119:160; Matt. 5:17, 18; Luke 16:17). 
Every believer is enjoined to cultivate 
this fruit of the Spirit, and every be-
liever may be assured that there can be 
no experience of life for which love 
does not make provision; love can be 
relied on at all times to solve all prob-
lems. {6BC 783}

(8)  Because God’s Charac-
ter is love, what are four 
of the characteristics  
of His government?
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feelings it is subject to change as the 
feelings change. Eran denotes passion-
ate, sensual “love,” love that operates 
essentially on the physical plane. Cer-
tain forms of infatuation may be classed 
under this variety of “love.” Eran is not 
used in the New Testament (NT). In 
the NT agapan, when contrasted with 
philein, describes love from the stand-
point of respect and esteem. It adds prin-
ciple to feeling in such a way that prin-
ciple controls the feelings. It brings into 
play the higher powers of the mind and 
intelligence. Whereas philein tends to 
make us “love” only those who “love” 
us, agapan extends love even to those 
who do not love us. Agapan is selfless, 
whereas eran is purely selfish, and even 
philein may, at times, be marred by self-
ishness.

The noun form, agapē, is confined al-
most exclusively to the Bible. The agapē 
of the New Testament is love in its high-
est and truest form, the love than which 
there is no greater—love that impels a 
man to sacrifice himself for others (John 
15:13). It implies reverence for God 
and respect for one’s fellow men. It is 
a divine principle of thought and action 
that modifies the character, governs the 
impulses, controls the passions, and en-
nobles the affections. {5BC 340}

(11)  when the mystery of 
THE redeeming LOVE OF GOD 
and the self-sacrificing 
love of Christ is REVEALED 
THROUGH THE GOSPEL, Whose 
interest is aroused?

1 Peter 1:12

Related Texts: 1 Peter 1:11; 1 Corinthi-
ans 4:9

The law of God, from its very nature, is 
unchangeable. It is a revelation of the 
will and the character of its Author. God 
is love, and His law is love. Its two great 
principles are love to God and love to 
man. “Love is the fulfilling of the law.” 
Romans 13:10. The character of God 
is righteousness and truth; such is the 
nature of His law. Says the psalmist: 
“Thy law is the truth:” “all Thy com-
mandments are righteousness.” Psalm 
119:142, 172. And the apostle Paul de-
clares: “The law is holy, and the com-
mandment holy, and just, and good.” 
Romans 7:12. Such a law, being an 
expression of the mind and will of 
God, must be as enduring as its Au-
thor. {GC 467}

(10)  HOW DOES THIS VERSE  
DESCRIBE THE AMAZING LOVE 
CHRIST LAVISHED UPON US AT 
THE CROSS?

John 15:13

Related Texts: John 10:11, 15; Romans 
5:6-8; Ephesians 5:2

Love. in Greek. agapaō, whose wealth 
of meaning the English word “love” 
inadequately reflects. Our word “love” 
means so many different things, and con-
veys so many diverse ideas, that the true 
meaning of agapē is obscured by this 
translation. The Greeks had three words 
to convey the ideas we seek to express 
by our one word “love”: agapan, philein, 
and eran.

Philein in general describes affectionate, 
sentimental love based on the emotions 
and feelings. Insofar as it is based on the 
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By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was 
to reveal God both to men and to an-
gels. He was the Word of God,--God’s 
thought made audible. In His prayer for 
His disciples He says, “I have declared 
unto them Thy name,”--”merciful and 
gracious, long-suffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth,”--”that the love 
wherewith Thou hast loved Me may 
be in them, and I in them.” But not 
alone for His earthborn children was 
this revelation given. Our little world is 
the lesson book of the universe. God’s 
wonderful purpose of grace, the mys-
tery of redeeming love, is the theme 
into which “angels desire to look,” and 
it will be their study throughout endless 
ages. Both the redeemed and the unfall-
en beings will find in the cross of Christ 
their science and their song. It will be 
seen that the glory shining in the face 
of Jesus is the glory of self-sacrificing 
love. In the light from Calvary it will 
be seen that the law of self-renouncing 
love is the law of life for earth and 
heaven; that the love which “seeketh 
not her own” has its source in the heart 
of God; and that in the meek and lowly 
One is manifested the character of Him 
who dwelleth in the light which no man 
can approach unto. {DA 19-20}

(12) Once we drink of Christ, 
THE “Living Water” and ex-
perience His love, what 
two things will happen?

John 4:14

Related Texts: John 7:37, 38

“Give, and it shall be given unto you” 
(Luke 6:38); for the word of God is “a 
fountain of gardens, a well of living wa-
ters, and streams of Lebanon” (Song of 
Solomon 4:15). The heart that has once 
tasted the love of Christ, cries out contin-
ually for a deeper draft, and as you im-
part you will receive in richer and more 
abundant measure. Every revelation of 
God to the soul increases the capacity to 
know and to love. The continual cry of 
the heart is, “More of Thee,” and ever 
the Spirit’s answer is, “Much more.” 
Romans 5:9,10. For our God delights to 
do “exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think.” Ephesians 3:20. To 
Jesus, who emptied Himself for the sal-
vation of lost humanity, the Holy Spirit 
was given without measure. So it will be 
given to every follower of Christ when 
the whole heart is surrendered for His 
indwelling. Our Lord Himself has given 
the command, “Be filled with the Spirit” 
(Ephesians 5:18), and this command is 
also a promise of its fulfillment. It was 
the good pleasure of the Father that in 
Christ should “all the fullness dwell,” 
and “in Him ye are made full.” Colos-
sians 1:19, R.V.; 2:10, R.V. {MB 20-21}

(13) What did Christ ask the 
Father to put within us so 
we may experience all di-
mensions of the Father’s 
love and the change of 
character that it brings?
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John 17:26

Related Texts: John 17:25

O what an assurance is this, that the love 
of God may abide in the hearts of all 
who believe in Him! O what salvation 
is provided; for He is able to save unto 
the uttermost all that come unto God by 
Him. In wonder we exclaim, How can 
these things be? But Jesus will be sat-
isfied with nothing less than this. Those 
who are partakers of His sufferings 
here, of His humiliation, enduring for 
His name’s sake, are to have the love of 
God bestowed upon them as it was upon 
the Son. One who knows, has said, “The 
Father himself loveth you.” One who 
has had an experimental knowledge of 
the length, and breadth, and height, and 
depth of that love, has declared unto 
us this amazing fact. This love is ours 
through faith in the Son of God, there-
fore a connection with Christ means 
everything to us. We are to be one with 
Him as He is one with the Father, and 
then we are beloved by the infinite God 
as members of the body of Christ, as 
branches of the living Vine. We are to be 
attached to the parent stock, and to re-
ceive nourishment from the Vine. Christ 
is our glorified   Head, and the divine 
love flowing from the heart of God, rests 
in Christ, and is communicated to those 
who have been united to Him. This di-
vine love entering the soul inspires it 
with gratitude, frees it from its spiritual 
feebleness, from pride, vanity, and self-
ishness, and from all that would deform 
the Christian character. {FE 177}

(14) How is the love of God  
received in the heart and 
then shared with others?

Romans 5:5

Related Texts: 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9; 
2 Thessalonians 3:5; 2 Timothy 1:7

The soul is fed by the streams of pure 
love that flow from the heart of Christ, 
as a wellspring that never fails. O, how is 
the heart quickened, how are its motives 
ennobled, its affections deepened, by this 
communion! Under the education and 
discipline of the Holy Spirit, the children 
of God love one another, truly, sincerely, 
affectedly—“without partiality, and with-
out hypocrisy.” And this because the heart 
is in love with Jesus. Our affection for one 
another springs from our common relation 
to God. {Letter 63, 1896}

The love of our heavenly Father in the gift 
of His only-begotten Son to the world, 
is enough to inspire every soul, to melt 
every hard, loveless heart into contrition 
and tenderness; and yet shall heavenly 
intelligences see in those for whom Christ 
died, insensibility to His love, hardness 
of heart, and no response of gratitude and 
affection to the Giver of all good things? 
Shall affairs of minor importance absorb 
the whole power of the being, and the love 
of God meet no return? Shall the Sun of 
Righteousness shine in vain? In view of 
what God has done, could His claims be 
less upon you? Have we hearts that can 
be touched, that can be impressed with 
divine love? Are we willing to be chosen 
vessels? Has not God His eye upon us, 
and has He not bidden us to send forth His 
message of light? We need an increase of 
faith. We must wait, we must watch, we 
must pray, we must work, pleading that 
the Holy Ghost may be poured out upon 
us abundantly, that we may be lights in 
the world. {FE 198}
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Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: ______________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

I now understand that the only 
True Definition and Source 
of love is God and His love is 
everlasting.

Circle:     Yes       Undecided

I am amazed and thankful that 
God loves me so much He has 
given me the freedom of choice 
and my choice is to love Him 
back with all my heart!

Circle:     Yes       Undecided

I realize that it is impossible to 
be a Christian and not let God’s 
love fill me and flow forth to oth-
ers. I surrender my self to Him 
that He may live in me and touch 
the lives of others through me.

Circle:     Yes       Undecided

I accept the fact and blessing 
that God and His law is love. I 
choose to love Him with all my 

heart and love others more then 
self by the power of the Holy 
Spirit working within me.

Circle:     Yes       Undecided

I now realize that God’s gov-
ernment is based on righteous-
ness, justice, mercy, and truth. 
Along with all the angels, I 
am looking forward to the day 
corrupted earthly governments 
all come to an end and God’s 
government reigns supreme 
throughout the entire universe.

Circle:     Yes       Undecided
 
I am thankful Christ asked the 
Father to put within us His love. 
My sincere prayer is that I may 
receive within my heart all the 
dimensions of the Father’s love 
and the change of character it 
brings.

Circle:     Yes       Undecided
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(1)  From Whom does every 
blessing we experience 
come, including the Ul-
timate Gift--Jesus Christ?	

James 1:17

Related Texts: 2 Corinthians 9:15; Ec-
clesiastes 5:19; Psalm 103:2; John 3:16

Every manifestation of creative power is 
an expression of infinite love. The sover-
eignty of God involves fullness of bless-
ing to all created beings. {PP 33} 
It is through the gift of Christ that we re-
ceive every blessing. Through that gift 

there comes to us day by day the unfailing 
flow of Jehovah’s goodness. Every flower, 
with its delicate tints and its fragrance, is 
given for our enjoyment through that one 
Gift. The sun and the moon were made by 
Him. There is not a star which beautifies 
the heavens that He did not make. Every 
drop of rain that falls, every ray of light 
shed upon our unthankful world, testifies 
to the love of God in Christ. Everything 
is supplied to us through the one unspeak-
able Gift, God’s only-begotten Son. He 
was nailed to the cross that all these boun-
ties might flow to God’s workmanship. 
{MH 424}

(2) What does God richly 
bestow upon us because 
of His great love?	

God’s Love 
Revealed by His Provisions - 2
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fashioned. Everywhere we see the per-
fect works of the great Master-artist. The 
heavens declare his glory; and the earth, 
which was formed for the happiness of 
man, speaks to us of his matchless love. 
Its surface is not a monotonous plain; but 
grand old mountains rise to diversify the 
landscape. There are sparkling streams 
and fertile valleys, beautiful lakes, broad 
rivers, and the boundless ocean. God 
sends the dew and the rain to refresh the 
thirsty earth. The breezes, that promote 
health by purifying and cooling the atmo-
sphere, are controlled by his wisdom. He 
has placed the sun in the heavens to mark 
the periods of day and night, and by its 
genial beams to give light and warmth to 
the earth, causing vegetation to flourish.  

I call your attention to these blessings 
from the bounteous hand of God. Let the 
fresh glories of each new morning awak-
en praise in your hearts for these tokens 
of his loving care. But while our kind 
heavenly Father has given us so many 
things to promote our happiness, he 
has given us also blessings in disguise. 
He understands the necessities of fallen 
man; and while he has given us advan-
tages on the one hand, on the other there 
are inconveniences which are designed 
to stimulate us to use the ability he has 
given us. These develop patient industry, 
perseverance, and courage. {RH, April 
21, 1885}

(4)  WHAT ARE FIVE OF THE 
MANY BENEFITS WE ARE RE-
MINDED NOT TO FORGET THAT 
GOD, IN HIS LOVE, FREELY  
PROVIDES?

Ephesians 2:4

Related Texts: Exodus 34:5-7; Psalm 
51:1; 86:5, 15

God is not only merciful; He is rich in 
mercy to all who call upon Him, not be-
cause they are worthy of it, but because it 
is God’s good pleasure to bestow mercy 
(Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:3).

God’s love is something more than 
compassion; it leads to beneficent ac-
tion and is unchanging. God loved us 
“while we were yet sinners” (see on 
Rom. 5:8), and will never cease to love 
us. It was this love that motivated His 
work of salvation (John 3:16). Love is 
a prime attribute of His character (1 
John 4:8), finding its highest expres-
sion in the person of Christ. God has 
mercy upon us because we are sinners, 
and He loves us because we are His 
creatures. His great work for man was 
not merely an act of benevolence or 
charitable condescension; it was an act 
of affection, of love. {6BC 1007}

(3)  WHERE CAN WE LOOK TO 
SEE THE GLORY, PERFECT 
WORKS, AND LOVING CARE 
OF OUR CREATOR THE GREAT 
master ARTIST?

Psalm 19:1

Related Texts: Psalm 8:3, 4; Isaiah 40: 
21-26

How wonderfully, with what marvelous 
beauty, has everything in nature been 
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“Like as a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.” 
{RH, September 18, 1888}

(5) BECAUSE OF HIS LOVE FOR 
US, FOR WHAT FIVE SPECIFIC 
TASKS DID GOD ANOINT AND 
SEND JESUS TO EARTH?

Luke 4:18

Related Texts: Isaiah 58:6,7; 11:2-5; 
50:4; 42:7; Matthew 11:5

This was His work. He went about do-
ing good and healing all that were op-
pressed by Satan. There were whole 
villages where there was not a moan of 
sickness in any house, for He had passed 
through them and healed all their sick. 
His work gave evidence of His divine 
anointing. Love, mercy, and compassion 
were revealed in every act of His life; His 
heart went out in tender sympathy to the 
children of men. He took man’s nature, 
that He might reach man’s wants. The 
poorest and humblest were not afraid to 

Psalm 103:2-5

The power of God is manifested in the 
beating of the heart, in the action of the 
lungs, and in the living currents that cir-
culate through the thousand different 
channels of the body. We are indebted 
to Him for every moment of existence, 
and for all the comforts of life. The pow-
ers and abilities that elevate man above 
the lower creation, are the endowment 
of the Creator. 

We are indebted to Him for the food we 
eat, the water we drink, the clothes we 
wear, the air we breathe. Without His 
special providence, the air would be 
filled with pestilence and poison. He 
is a bountiful benefactor and preserver. 

The sun which shines upon the earth, 
and glorifies all nature, the weird, sol-
emn radiance of the moon, the glories 
of the firmament, spangled with brilliant 
stars, the showers that refresh the land, 
and cause vegetation to flourish, the pre-
cious things of nature in all their varied 
richness, the lofty trees, the shrubs and 
plants, the waving grain, the blue sky, 
the green earth, the changes of day and 
night, the renewing seasons, all speak to 
man of his Creator’s love. 

He has linked us to Himself by all these 
tokens in heaven and in earth. He watch-
es over us with more tenderness than 
does a mother over an afflicted child. 
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approach Him. Even little children were 
attracted to Him. They loved to climb 
upon His knees and gaze into the pensive 
face, benignant with love. {SC 11}

The Son of God came to the world as a 
restorer. He was the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. Every word He uttered was spir-
it and life. He spoke with authority, con-
scious of His power to bless humanity, 
and deliver the captives bound by Satan; 
conscious also that by His presence He 
could bring to the world fullness of joy. 
He longed to help every oppressed and 
suffering member of the human family, 
and show that it was His prerogative to 
bless, not to condemn. {LHU 37}

(6)  What can God’s chil-
dren expectant and de- 
pend Upon from  God’s HAND  
AND IS A TESTIMONY OF HIS  
love?	

Psalm 145:15, 16 

Related Texts: Psalm 104:27; 136:25; 
Genesis 1:30

“God is love” is written upon every open-
ing bud, upon every spire of springing 
grass. The lovely birds making the air vo-
cal with their happy songs, the delicately 
tinted flowers in their perfection perfum-
ing the air, the lofty trees of the forest 
with their rich foliage of living green 
-- all testify to the tender, fatherly care of 
our God and to His desire to make His 
children happy.  {SC 10}

The blessings of salvation, temporal as 
well as spiritual, are for all mankind. 
There are many who complain of God 
because the world is so full of want and 
suffering; but God never meant that this 
misery should exist. He never meant that 

one man should have an abundance of 
the luxuries of life, while the children of 
others cry for bread. The Lord is a God 
of benevolence. He has made ample pro-
vision for the wants of all, and through His 
representatives, to whom He has entrusted 
His goods, He designs that the needs of all 
His creatures shall be supplied. {6T 273}

(7)   Because of His great 
love and promises to 
protect and provide, 
what two things has the 
Lord told us to do con-
cerning our future? 	

Matthew 6:33, 34

Related Texts: 1 Kings 3:11-13; Psalm 34:10

We are incapable of looking into the fu-
ture, which often causes us disquietude 
and unhappiness. But one of the great-
est evidences we have of the loving-
kindness of God is His concealment of 
the events of the morrow. Our ignorance 
of tomorrow makes us more vigilant and 
earnest today. We cannot see what is be-
fore us. Our best-laid plans sometimes 
seem to be unwise and faulty. We think, 
“If we only knew the future!” But God 
would have His children trust in Him and 
be ready to go where He shall lead them. 
We know not the precise time when our 
Lord shall be revealed in the clouds of 
heaven, but He has told us that our only 
safety is in a constant readiness--a posi-
tion of watching and waiting. Whether 
we have one year before us, or five, or 
ten, we are to be faithful to our trust to-
day. We are to perform each day’s duties 
as faithfully as though that day were to 
be our last.  {TMK 358}
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ten lepers were healed, only one re-
turned to find Jesus and give him glory. 
Let us not be like the unthinking nine, 
whose hearts were untouched by the 
mercy of God. {BEcho, Jan 1, 1888}	

(9)    What are ten things in 
Paul’s all inclusive list 
that cannot separate us 
from the love of God?	

Romans 8:38, 39

Related Texts: Hebrews 13:5; Deuter-
onomy 4:31

Live in contact with the living Christ, 
and He will hold you firmly by a hand 
that will never let go. Know and believe 
the love that God has to us, and you are 
secure; that love is a fortress impreg-
nable to all the delusions and assaults of 
Satan. “The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower: the righteous runneth into it, and 
is safe.” Proverbs 18:10.  {MB 119} 

Paul lists ten items that cannot separate 
us from the love of God. The tenth is 
broad enough to include anything that 
may have been omitted. All the terms 
are perhaps to be taken in their most 
general sense. Their very indefiniteness 
serves to emphasize Paul’s point that 

(8)  WHAT TWO TRAITS OF HIS 
CHARACTER DOES GOD FAITH-
FULLY RENEW EACH MORN-
ING THAT PREVENTS OUR DE-
STRUCTION?

Lamentations 3:22, 23

Related Texts: Malachi 3:6; Psalm 
86:15; Luke 1:50

Have any of us duly considered how 
much we have to be thankful for? Do we 
remember that the mercies of the Lord 
are new every morning, and that his 
faithfulness faileth not? Do we acknowl-
edge our dependence upon him, and ex-
press gratitude for all his favors? On the 
contrary, we too often forget that “every 
good and perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights.”  
     
How often those who are in health forget 
the wonderful mercies that are continued 
to them day by day, year after year. They 
render no tribute of praise to God for all 
his benefits. But when sickness comes, 
God is remembered. The strong desire 
for recovery leads to earnest prayer; 
and this is right. God is our refuge in 
sickness as in health. But many do not 
leave their cases with him; they encour-
age weakness and disease by worrying 
about themselves. If they would cease 
repining, and rise above depression and 
gloom, their recovery would be more 
sure. They should remember with grati-
tude how long they enjoyed the bless-
ing of health; and should this precious 
boon be restored to them, they should 
not forget that they are under renewed 
obligations to their Creator. When the 
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there is nothing that one can think of 
in all the created universe that can put 
a distance between a Christian and his 
loving Saviour. {6BC 580}

(10)  After God giving us the 
ultimate gift of His Son, 
what promise can we claim 
with confidence if we ask 
according to His will?	

Romans 8:32

Related Texts: Psalm 84:11; 1 Corinthi-
ans 2:12

Through the merits of Christ we have 
access to the throne of Infinite Power. 
“He that spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him also freely give us all 
things?” Romans 8:32. The Father gave 
His Spirit without measure to His Son, 
and we also may partake of its full-
ness. Jesus says, “If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your 
children: how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him?” Luke 11:13. 
“If ye shall ask anything in My name, I 
will do it.” “Ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full.” John 14:14, 
16:24. {GC 477}

(11)  What amazing privi-
lege described in this 
verse has God bestowed 
on those who choose to 
accept Him?	

1 John 3:1

Related Texts: John 1:12; Romans 8:14-
17; Hosea 1:10; 2 Corinthians 6:18; Rev-
elation 21:7

The price paid for our redemption, the 
infinite sacrifice of our heavenly Father 
in giving His Son to die for us, should 
give us exalted conceptions of what we 
may become through Christ. As the in-
spired apostle John beheld the height, 
the depth, the breadth of the Father’s 
love toward the perishing race, he was 
filled with adoration and reverence; 
and, failing to find suitable language in 
which to express the greatness and ten-
derness of this love, he called upon the 
world to behold it. “Behold, what man-
ner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God.” 1 John 3:1. What a 
value this places upon man! Through 
transgression the sons of man become 
subjects of Satan. Through faith in the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ the sons of 
Adam may become the sons of God. 
By assuming human nature, Christ el-
evates humanity. Fallen men are placed 
where, through connection with Christ, 
they may indeed become worthy of the 
name “sons of God.”  

Such love is without a parallel. Chil-
dren of the heavenly King! Precious 
promise! Theme for the most pro-
found meditation! The matchless love 
of God for a world that did not love 
Him! The thought has a subduing 
power upon the soul and brings the 
mind into captivity to the will of God. 
The more we study the divine charac-
ter in the light of the cross, the more 
we see mercy, tenderness, and forgive-
ness blended with equity and justice, 
and the more clearly we discern in-
numerable evidences of a love that is 
infinite and a tender pity surpassing a 
mother’s yearning sympathy for her 
wayward child. {SC 15}
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Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: ______________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

I am so very grateful to the 
Lord for my countless bless-
ings that all come from His 
hand as a testimony of His 
great love for me! 

Circle:     Yes       Undecided

I pray for faith and wisdom 
that I can seek first His king-
dom and then depend on Him 
to provide my needs.

Circle:     Yes       Undecided

I now have a better appre-
ciation for the love of God re-
vealed in the heavens as well 
as on earth. 

Circle:     Yes       Undecided

I am thankful that Jesus came 
to this earth to heal us and set 
me free from my bondage to sin 

and the effects that destroy me. I 
want to be a vessel that He can 
use to carry forward His work 
until the day of His coming.

Circle:     Yes       Undecided

I am overwhelmed with His 
love as I realize the amazing 
mercy, compassion and faith-
fulness of the Lord towards me 
that is renewed every morning 
and that nothing can separate 
me from His love.

Circle:     Yes       Undecided

As I behold the great manner 
of love demonstrated by God 
in calling me His child. I pray 
for His Spirit to live within me 
that I may bring glory to His 
name.

Circle:     Yes       Undecided



23

God’s Love in Seeking the Lost - 3

(1)  Because of God’s great 
love and Spirit of adop-
tion, what can we affec-
tionately call Him?	

Romans 8:15

Related Texts: Romans 8:16, 17 Gala-
tians 4:6; Matthew 6:9

The infinite God, said Jesus, makes it 
your privilege to approach Him by the 
name of Father. Understand all that this 
implies. No earthly parents ever pleaded 
so earnestly with an erring child as He 
who made you pleads with the transgres-

sor. No human, loving interest ever fol-
lowed the impenitent with such tender 
invitations. God dwells in every abode; 
He hears every word that is spoken, lis-
tens to every prayer that is offered, tastes 
the sorrows and disappointments of ev-
ery soul, regards the treatment that is 
given to father, mother, sister, friend, and 
neighbor. He cares for our necessities, 
and His love and mercy and grace are 
continually flowing to satisfy our need. 

But if you call God your Father you ac-
knowledge yourselves His children, to 
be guided by His wisdom and to be obe-
dient in all things, knowing that His love 
is changeless. You will accept His plan 
for your life. As children of God, you 
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bellious sinner, like a 
stray LAMB, is lost?

Ezekiel 34:11, 16

Related Texts: Isaiah 40:11; Luke 19:10; 
John 10:16

Desponding soul, take courage, even 
though you have done wickedly. Do not 
think that perhaps God will pardon your 
transgressions and permit you to come 
into His presence. God has made the first 
advance. While you were in rebellion 
against Him, He went forth to seek you. 
With the tender heart of the shepherd He 
left the ninety and nine and went out into 
the wilderness to find that which was 
lost. The soul, bruised and wounded and 
ready to perish, He encircles in His arms 
of love and joyfully bears it to the fold 
of safety. 

It was taught by the Jews that before 
God’s love is extended to the sinner, he 
must first repent. In their view, repentance 
is a work by which men earn the favor of 
Heaven. And it was this thought that led 
the Pharisees to exclaim in astonishment 
and anger. “This man receiveth sinners.” 
According to their ideas He should per-
mit none to approach Him but those who 
had repented. But in the parable of the 
lost sheep, Christ teaches that salvation 
does not come through our seeking after 
God but through God’s seeking after us. 
“There is none that understandeth, there 
is none that seeketh after God. They are 
all gone out of the way.” Rom. 3:11, 12. 
We do not repent in order that God may 
love us, but He reveals to us His love in 
order that we may repent. 

When the straying sheep is at last brought 
home, the shepherd’s gratitude finds ex-

will hold His honor, His character, His 
family, His work, as the objects of your 
highest interest. It will be your joy to rec-
ognize and honor your relation to your 
Father and to every member of His fam-
ily. You will rejoice to do any act, how-
ever humble, that will tend to His glory or 
to the well-being of your kindred. {MB 
104-106}

(2) What four things does 
God the Father joyfully 
do when a sinner turns to 
His love and away from 
rebellion? 

Zephaniah 3:17

Related Texts: Numbers 14:8; Psalm 149:4; 
Isaiah 62:4, 5

We must bear in mind the great joy man-
ifested by the Shepherd at the recovery 
of the lost. He calls upon His neighbors: 
“Rejoice with Me; for I have found My 
sheep which was lost.” And all heaven 
echoes the note of joy. The Father Him-
self joys over the rescued one with sing-
ing. What a holy ecstasy of joy is ex-
pressed in this parable! That joy it is your 
privilege to share. {6T 124}

(3) Who lovingly does  
the seeking when a re-
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pression in melodious songs of rejoicing. 
He calls upon his friends and neighbors, 
saying unto them, “Rejoice with me; 
for I have found my sheep which was 
lost.” So when a wanderer is found by 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, heaven 
and earth unite in thanksgiving and re-
joicing. “Joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and nine just persons, which need 
no repentance.”  {COL 188}

(4)  WHAT WORD IN THIS VERSE 
DESCRIBES THE INTENSITY OF 
THE INVITATION GIVEN BY OUR 
HEAVENLY FATHER TO THE SIN-
NER TO RETURN HOME?

Luke 14:23

Related Texts: 2 Corinthians 5:20

We are living in a time when the last 
message of mercy, the last invitation, is 
sounding to the children of men. The 
command, “Go out into the highways 
and hedges,” is reaching its final ful-
fillment. To every soul Christ’s invi-
tation will be given. The messengers 
are saying, “Come; for all things are 
now ready.” Heavenly angels are still 
working in co-operation with human 
agencies. The Holy Spirit is present-
ing every inducement to constrain you 
to come. Christ is watching for some 
sign that will betoken the removing of 
the bolts and the opening of the door of 
your heart for His entrance. Angels are 
waiting to bear the tidings to heaven 
that another lost sinner has been found. 
The hosts of heaven are waiting, ready 
to strike their harps and to sing a song 
of rejoicing that another soul has ac-
cepted the invitation to the gospel feast. 
{COL 237}

(5) AS REPRESENTED IN THE 
PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL 
SON, HOW DOES GOD OUR HEAV-
ENLY FATHER WELCOME HOME 
HIS EARTHLY WAYWARD CHIL-
DREN?

Luke 15:20

Related Texts: Psalm 103:10-13; 86:5, 15

The father of the prodigal son is the type 
that Christ chooses as a representation of 
God. This father longs to see and receive 
once more the son who has left him. He 
waits and watches for him, yearning 
to see him, hoping that he will come. 
When he sees a stranger approaching, 
poor and clothed with rags, he goes out 
to meet him, if perchance it may be his 
son. And he feeds and clothes him as if 
he were indeed his son. By and by he has 
his reward, for his son comes home, on 
his lips the beseeching confession, “Fa-
ther, I have sinned against heaven, and in 
thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son.” And the father says to the 
servants, “Bring forth the best robe, and 
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet; and bring hither the 
fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and 
be merry” (Luke 15:21-23). 

There is no taunting, no casting up to the 
prodigal of his evil course. The son feels 
that the past is forgiven and forgotten, 
blotted out forever. And so God says to 
the sinner, “I have blotted out, as a thick 
cloud, thy transgressions, and as a cloud 
thy sins” (Isa. 44:22). “I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 
more” (Jer. 31:34). 
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Heaven is waiting and yearning for the re-
turn of the prodigals who have wandered 
far from the fold. Many of those who have 
strayed away may be brought back by the 
loving service of God’s children. 

Think of the Father subjecting Himself 
to sorrow, sparing not His own Son, but 
freely delivering Him up for us all....O 
that we had a better understanding of 
His love!  {HP 10}

(6)   WHAT IS THE FATHER’S 
MOTIVATION IN drawing 
US, his “prodigal” chil-
dren, home?

Jeremiah 31:3

Related Texts: John 6:44; Hosea 11:4

Little did the thoughtless youth, as he 
went out from his father’s gate, dream of 
the ache and longing left in that father’s 
heart. When he danced and feasted with 
his wild companions, little did he think of 
the shadow that had fallen on his home. 
And now as with weary and painful steps 
he pursues the homeward way, he knows 
not that one is watching for his return. 
But while he is yet “a great way off” the 
father discerns his form. Love is of quick 
sight. Not even the degradation of the 
years of sin can conceal the son from the 
father’s eyes. He “had compassion, and 
ran, and fell on his neck” in a long, cling-
ing, tender embrace.

The father will permit no contemptuous 
eye to mock at his son’s misery and tat-
ters. He takes from his own shoulders the 
broad, rich mantle, and wraps it around 
the son’s wasted form, and the youth sobs 
out his repentance, saying, “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son.” The father holds him close to his 
side, and brings him home. No opportu-
nity is given him to ask a servant’s place. 
He is a son, who shall be honored with 
the best the house affords, and whom the 
waiting men and women shall respect 
and serve.

The father said to his servants, “Bring 
forth the best robe, and put it on him; and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet; and bring hither the fatted calf, and 
kill it; and let us eat and be merry; for this 
my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found. And they began to 
be merry.” {COL 203-204}

(7)  HOW DOES ALL HEAVEN 
REACT TO THE NEWS OF A 
PRODIGAL CHILD’S RETURN 
HOME?

Luke 15:10

His father saw him. Jesus implies that 
the father was looking for his son to 
return, even expecting him. The father 
seems to have known the boy’s charac-
ter and disposition well enough to re-
alize—even when bestowing upon the 
youth his share of the family fortune 
and when bidding him farewell—that 
he lacked those essential traits of char-
acter that would enable him to make a 
success of his venture. Apparently he 
reasoned that sooner or later the boy 
would come to himself. He recognized 
his son, even in his tattered garments, 
and at a distance. In vs. 20–24 Jesus 
unfolds to His hearers the character 
of the father, even as in vs. 11–19 He 
dwells upon that of the younger son.  
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He might have waited for the boy to 
come up to where he stood. Instead, he 
made evident the eagerness and joy of 
his own heart by going forth to meet 
him. Fell on his neck. That is, in an 
embrace. The son had not yet spoken, 
but his return in so sorry a state spoke 
more eloquently than any words he 
may have contrived to say. Nor is there 
any record of what the father may have 
said to his son, but his orders to the 
servants, together with his own mani-
festation of fatherly love, were like-
wise more eloquent than words could 
possibly have been. {5BC 820}	

(8) WHAT SYMBOLS ARE USED 
IN THIS TEXT TO DESCRIBE 
THE REMOVAL OF OUR SIN AND 
GOD REPLACING IT WITH HIS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS?

Zechariah 3:4

Related Texts: Luke 15:22; Isaiah 64:6; 
Revelation 4:4

Your heavenly Father will take from you 
the garments defiled by sin. In the beau-
tiful parabolic prophecy of Zechariah, 
the high priest Joshua, standing clothed 
in filthy garments before the angel of 
the Lord, represents the sinner. And the 
word is spoken by the Lord, “Take away 
the filthy garments from him. And unto 
him He said, Behold, I have caused thine 
iniquity to pass from thee, and I will 
clothe thee with change of raiment. 

So they set a fair miter upon his head, 
and clothed him with garments.” Zech. 
3:4, 5. Even so God will clothe you with 
“the garments of salvation,” and cover 
you with “the robe of righteousness.” 
Isa. 61:10. “Though ye have lien among 
the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of a 
dove covered with silver, and her feath-
ers with yellow gold.” Psalm 68:13. 

He will bring you into His banqueting 
house, and His banner over you shall 
be love. (Song of Sol. 2:4) “If thou wilt 
walk in My ways,” He declares, “I will 
give thee places to walk among these 
that stand by”--even among the holy 
angels that surround His throne. (Zech. 
3:7.)  {COL 206}

(9) WITH WHAT THREE TRAITS 
OF HIS CHARACTER DOES THE 
FATHER CONTINUE TO DRAW 
US HOME?

Romans 2:4

Related Texts: Ephesians 2:4-6; Psalm 
103:8-14; Exodus 34:6

The love of God still yearns over the one 
who has chosen to separate from Him, 
and He sets in operation influences to 
bring him back to the Father’s house. 
The prodigal son in his wretchedness 
“came to himself.” The deceptive power 
that Satan had exercised over him was 
broken. He saw that his suffering was 
the result of his own folly, and he said, 
“How many hired servants of my fa-
ther’s have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger! I will arise and 
go to my father.” Miserable as he was, 
the prodigal found hope in the convic-
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friends and relatives, and yet how slow 
we are to speak of Him whose love has 
no parallel, set forth in Christ crucified 
among you. {FE 197}

(11)  WHAT MUST WE BE CARE-
FUL NOT TO DO WHEN THE LOVE 
OF THE FATHER, THROUGH THE 
HOLY SPIRIT, COMPELS US TO 
COME HOME?

Ephesians 4:30 

Related Texts: Isaiah 63:10; Acts 7:51;  
1 Thessalonians 5:19

But “see that ye refuse not Him that spea-
keth.” Heb. 12:25. Jesus said, “None of 
those men which were bidden shall taste 
of My supper.” They had rejected the in-
vitation, and none of them were to be in-
vited again. In rejecting Christ, the Jews 
were hardening their hearts, and giving 
themselves into the power of Satan so 
that it would be impossible for them to 
accept His grace. So it is now. If the 
love of God is not appreciated and does 
not become an abiding principle to 
soften and subdue the soul, we are ut-
terly lost. The Lord can give no greater 
manifestation of His love than He has 
given. If the love of Jesus does not sub-
due the heart, there are no means by 
which we can be reached. 

Every time you refuse to listen to the 
message of mercy, you strengthen your-
self in unbelief. Every time you fail to 
open the door of your heart to Christ, you 
become more and more unwilling to lis-
ten to the voice of Him that speaketh. You 
diminish your chance of responding to 
the last appeal of mercy. Let it not be writ-
ten of you, as of ancient Israel, “Ephraim 

tion of his father’s love. It was that love 
which was drawing him toward home. 
So it is the assurance of God’s love that 
constrains the sinner to return to God. 
“The goodness of God leadeth thee to re-
pentance.” Rom. 2:4. A golden chain, the 
mercy and compassion of divine love, is 
passed around every imperiled soul...  
{COL 202}

(10)   IN HIS AMAZING LOVE,  
WHAT GREAT PRIVILEGE DOES 
GOD THE FATHER ALLOW US 
TO BE CALLED?

1 John 3:1

Related Texts: Jeremiah 3:19; Hosea 1:10; 
John 1:12, 13

All the intelligences in earth and 
heaven are called upon to behold what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God. Every sinner may look and live. 
Do not survey that scene of Calvary with 
careless, thoughtless mind. Can it be that 
angels shall look down upon us, the re-
cipients of God’s love, and see us cold, 
indifferent, unimpressible, when heaven 
in amazement beholds the stupendous 
work of redemption to save a fallen 
world, and desires to look into the mys-
tery of Calvary’s love and woe? Angels 
in wonder and amazement look upon 
those for whom so great salvation has 
been provided, and marvel that the love 
of God does not awaken them, and lead 
them to pour forth melodious strains 
of gratitude and adoration. But the re-
sult which all heaven looks to behold 
is not seen among those who profess 
to be followers of Christ. How readily 
do we speak in endearing words of our 
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Isaiah 44:22  

Related Texts: Isaiah 1:18; 43:25; 
Psalm 103:12-14	    

Have you, reader, chosen your own way? 
Have you wandered far from God? Have 
you sought to feast upon the fruits of 
transgression, only to find them turn to 
ashes upon your lips? And now, your life 
plans thwarted and your hopes dead, do 
you sit alone and desolate? That voice 
which has long been speaking to your 
heart, but to which you would not listen, 
comes to you distinct and clear, “Arise 
ye, and depart; for this is not your rest: 
because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, 
even with a sore destruction.” Micah 
2:10. Return to your Father’s house. He 
invites you, saying, “Return unto Me; for 
I have redeemed thee.” “Come unto Me: 
hear, and your soul shall live; and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David.” Isaiah 
44:22; 55:3.	  

Do not listen to the enemy’s sugges-
tion to stay away from Christ until you 
have made yourself better, until you are 
good enough to come to God. If you 
wait until then you will never come. 
When Satan points to your filthy gar-
ments, repeat the promise of the Sav-
iour, “Him that cometh to Me I will in 
no wise cast out.” John 6:37. Tell the 
enemy that the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses from all sin. Make the prayer 
of David your own: “Purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow.” Psalm 
51:7.  {PK 319-320}

is joined to idols; let him alone.” Hosea 
4:17. Let not Christ weep over you as 
He wept over Jerusalem, saying, “How 
often would I have gathered thy children 
together, as a hen doth gather her brood 
under her wings, and ye would not! Be-
hold, your house is left unto you desolate.” 
Luke 13:34, 35.  {COL 236-237}

(12)  WHAT OCCURS IN HEAV-
EN WHEN EVEN ONE SINNER 
REPENTS?

Luke 15:7  

Related Texts: Luke 15:32; Matthew 
18:13, 14

It is the work of the angels to come 
close to the tried, the suffering, the 
tempted. They labor untiringly in be-
half of those for whom Christ died. 
When sinners are led to give them-
selves to the Saviour, angels bear the 
tidings heavenward, and there is great 
rejoicing among the heavenly host. 
“Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety 
and nine just persons, which need no 
repentance.” Luke 15:7. A report is 
borne to heaven of every successful ef-
fort on our part to dispel the darkness 
and to spread abroad the knowledge 
of Christ. As the deed is recounted be-
fore the Father, joy thrills through all 
the heavenly host.  {AA 153}	

(13) WITH INCOMPREHENSI-
BLE LOVE THE FATHER HAS 
FORGIVEN AND REDEEMED 
US, WHAT IS HIS INVITATION 
AND OUR PART TO DO?	  
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Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: _________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

It is my privilege to be able to 
approach the Creator God of 
the universe by the name of 
Abba Father and accept His 
plan for my life.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

My heart is touched as I 
learn of the parable of the 
prodigal son and the lov-
ing father represented by 
God my Father. How, while 
the son was yet in rebellion, 
the Father continued to seek 
Him as He does you and I.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I choose to turn from my re-
bellion and I am so thankful 
that there is no taunting or 
the pointing out of my evil 
way. He forgives my iniquity 
and remembers my sin no 
more according to Scripture. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
 

It is so awesome that all 
of heaven rejoices over a 
sinner who comes home to 
the love of the Father. I am 
amazed that they have done 
this for me! 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I am forever grateful that 
when I fall back into sin 
the Father does not give 
up on me but rather seeks 
me out and draws me back 
to Him.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

It is my heartfelt prayer that I 
do not grieve His Holy Spirit 
and turn my back on the One 
who has done so much for 
me. I want to live my life 
that I may bring glory to His 
name and continue to be call 
His child.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
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mercies are sure, His covenant is ev-
erlasting. Happy is the man whose 
hope is in the Lord his God, who keep-
eth truth forever. Let your mind grasp 
the promises and hold to them. If you 
cannot call to mind readily the rich 
assurance contained in the precious 
promises, listen to them from the lips 
of Another. What fullness, what love 
and assurance are found in these words 
from the lips of God Himself, pro-
claiming His love, His pity and interest 
in the children of His care...	

The Lord is full of compassion for His 
suffering ones. What sins are too great 
for His pardon? He is merciful, and as 
such is infinitely more ready and more 

God’s Love Revealed in the 
Refining of Our Characters - 4

(1) What are four traits 
of God’s character which 
He LONGS TO IMPART INTO 
US, AND ARE promises OF HIS 
LOVE we can claim? 	  

Exodus 34:6  

Related Texts: Exodus 34:7; Micah 
7:19; Hosea 14:4-7

Commit the keeping of your soul to 
Him as unto a faithful Creator. His 
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(3) As any good Father Who 
loves HIS CHILDREN, what 
must the Lord at times do 
to ennoble and perfect 
our characters?	  

Hebrews 12:6  

Related Texts: Hebrews 5:7-12; Deu-
teronomy 8:5

Patient, persistent discipline is an expres-
sion of solicitous affection. Experiences 
designed to ennoble and perfect charac-
ter constitute the best evidence that the 
Lord loves us. Whether it be a child, or 
an adult Christian, discipline is essential 
to character. 

God administers whatever discipline 
may be required for the formation of 
character, or permits experiences that 
will accomplish this objective. However, 
the statement is not to be pressed too lit-
erally, as if God personally or directly 
authorized or ordered the suffering and 
sorrow that attend some of the disciplin-
ary experiences of life.  {7BC 483}

(4) Because God loves us, 
AND when IT CAN WORK FOR 
OUR GOOD, WHAT DOES HE OF-
TEN DO WITH WHAT THE DEVIL 
INTENDS TO BE a CURSE?	

Deuteronomy 23:5  

Related Texts: Numbers 24:9-11; Ro-
mans 8:31, 32; 2 Corinthians 4:17, 18

pleased to pardon than to condemn. He 
is gracious, not looking for wrong in us; 
He knoweth our frame; He remembe-
reth that we are but dust. In His bound-
less compassion and mercy He heals all 
our backslidings, loving us freely while 
we are yet sinners, withdrawing not His 
light, but shining on us for Christ’s sake.  
{2SM 231}

(2) In His prayer to the 
Father, how did Jesus des-
cribe God’s love for us?	  

John 17:23  

Related Texts: 1 John 3:1; 1 John 4:9; 
Ephesians 1:6

Here is the announcement of that won-
derful truth, so full of encouragement and 
comfort, that God loves us as He loves 
His Son. This is what Jesus said in His 
last prayer for His disciples, Thou “hast 
loved them, as Thou hast loved Me.” 
John 17:23. 

The very first step in approaching God 
is to know and believe the love that He 
has to us (1 John 4:16); for it is through 
the drawing of His love that we are led to 
come to Him.  {MB 104}

It seems almost too good to believe that 
the Father can and does love any mem-
ber of the human family as He loves 
His Son. But we have the assurance 
that He does, and this assurance should 
bring joy to every heart, awakening the 
highest reverence and calling forth un-
speakable gratitude. God’s love is not 
uncertain and unreal, but a living real-
ity. {HP 58}
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...The Lord can bring victory out of that 
which may seem to us discomfiture and 
defeat. We are in danger of forgetting 
God, of looking at the things which are 
seen, instead of beholding by the eye 
of faith the things which are unseen. 
When misfortune or calamity comes, 
we are ready to charge God with neglect 
or cruelty. If He sees fit to cut off our 
usefulness in some line, we mourn, not 
stopping to think that thus God may be 
working for our good. We need to learn 
that chastisement is a part of His great 
plan and that under the rod of affliction 
the Christian may sometimes do more 
for the Master than when engaged in ac-
tive service. {AA 481}

Paul points out in his enlargement upon 
this thought (Heb. 12:5–11) that we 
gave reverence to our earthly fathers 
when they disciplined us. Perhaps as 
children we dimly perceived that they 
were doing it because they loved us. 
The children of God should believe 
that all things are under the control of 
a heavenly Father who delights in them 
and who will work circumstances for 
their good if they submit cheerfully to 
the discipline and learn the lessons it 
was intended to teach. {3BC 956}

(5) Whom does the Lord re- 
buke and chasten?	

Revelation 3:19

Related Texts: Proverbs 3:12; 2 Sam-
uel 7:14; Hebrews 12:5-11

Jesus said: “The Father Himself loveth 
you.” If our faith is fixed upon God, 
through Christ, it will prove “as an an-

chor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, 
and which entereth into that within the 
veil; whither the Forerunner is for us en-
tered.” It is true that disappointments will 
come; tribulation we must expect; but 
we are to commit everything, great and 
small, to God. He does not become per-
plexed by the multiplicity of our griev-
ances nor overpowered by the weight 
of our burdens. His watchcare extends 
to every household and encircles every 
individual; He is concerned in all our 
business and our sorrows. He marks 
every tear; He is touched with the feel-
ing of our infirmities. All the afflictions 
and trials that befall us here are permit-
ted, to work out His purposes of love 
toward us, “that we might be partakers 
of His holiness” and thus become par-
ticipants in that fullness of joy which is 
found in His presence.  {5T 742}	

Let the tempted and tried souls remember 
that when chastisement comes upon them, 
it is the Lord who would save them from 
death. Let the souls to whom reproof comes, 
remember that “as many as I love, I rebuke 
and chasten” (Rev. 3:19). {TDG 21}	

(6)  WHAT IS OUR PART TO DO 
WHEN THE LORD REBUKES 
AND CHASTENS US?

Revelation 3:19

Related Texts: Acts 3:19; Psalm 51:3;  
Luke 19:8

...The Lord says, “As many as I love, I 
rebuke and chasten: be zealous there-
fore, and repent.” ... Christ lifts up the 
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contrite heart and refines the mourning 
soul until it becomes His abode. 

But when tribulation comes upon us, how 
many of us are like Jacob! We think it the 
hand of an enemy; and in the darkness 
we wrestle blindly until our strength is 
spent, and we find no comfort or deliver-
ance. To Jacob the divine touch at break 
of day revealed the One with whom he 
had been contending--the Angel of the 
covenant; and, weeping and helpless, he 
fell upon the breast of Infinite Love, to 
receive the blessing for which his soul 
longed. We also need to learn that tri-
als mean benefit, and not to despise the 
chastening of the Lord nor faint when we 
are rebuked of Him.  {MB 11}

The aim of all true remedial discipline 
is to bring conviction to the erring one 
and to encourage to a new course of ac-
tion. 

Chasten is the word paideuō, “to train 
children,” “to punish,” particularly as a 
parent punishes a child for the purpose 
of reforming and training him. Chas-
tening comes to the Christian when 
Christ’s rebuke is disregarded. Neither 
His rebuke nor His chastening is an 
expression of anger—as when a man 
loses his temper—but of vigorous love 
whose purpose is to bring sinners to re-
pentance. {7BC 763}

(7) ALONG WITH HIS RE-
BUKE AND CHASTENING, 
What does God promise 
TO HIS PEOPLE about His 
loving kindness?	

Psalm 89:33

Related Texts: Psalm 89:24-34; 103:17; 
Lamentations 3:20-33

His word is pledged. The mountains shall 
depart, and the hills be removed, but His 
kindness shall not depart from His people, 
neither shall the covenant of His peace be 
removed. His voice is heard, “I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love” (Jer. 31:3). 
“With everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee” (Isa. 54:8). How amaz-
ing is this love, that God condescends to 
remove all cause for doubt and question-
ing from human fears and weakness and 
takes hold of the trembling hand reached 
up to Him in faith; and He helps us to trust 
Him by multiplied assurances and securi-
ties. He has made us a binding agreement 
upon condition of our obedience, and He 
comes to meet us in our own understand-
ing of things. We think that a pledge or 
promise from our fellow men, if recorded, 
still needs a guarantee. Jesus has met all 
these peculiar fears, and He has confirmed 
His promise with an oath: “Wherein God, 
willing more abundantly to shew unto 
the heirs of promise the immutability of 
his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: . . .” 
What more could our Lord do to strength-
en our faith in His promises?  {TMK 262}

Let your mind dwell upon the goodness 
of God, upon the great love wherewith 
He has loved us, as evidenced in the work 
of redemption. If He did not love us and 
consider us of value, then this great sacri-
fice would not have been made. He is be-
neficent in mercy and in grace. Let your 
heart and mind be at rest like a tired child 
in the arms of its mother. His everlasting 
arms are beneath you. {2MCP 513}
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(8)  WHAT ARE THE AFFLIC-
TIONS THAT AT TIMES GOD 
ALLOWS, WORKING FOR US?

2 Corinthians 4:17, 18

Related Texts: Romans 8:18, 28; 1 Pe-
ter 1:6, 7

If Paul, troubled on every side, per-
plexed, persecuted, could call his trials 
light afflictions, of what has the Chris-
tian of today to complain? How trifling 
are our trials in comparison with Paul’s 
many afflictions! They are not worthy to 
be compared with the eternal weight of 
glory awaiting the overcomer. They are 
God’s workmen, ordained for the perfec-
tion of character. However great the de-
privation and suffering of the Christian, 
however dark and inscrutable may seem 
the way of providence, he is to rejoice in 
the Lord, knowing that all is working for 
his good.  {LHU 248}

(9)  WHAT GIFT, CRITICAL TO 
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, 
DOES THE LORD GIVE TO ALL 
WHO WILL ACCEPT IT?

Acts 5:31

Related Texts: Romans 2:4; Acts 3:26; 
11:18; 2 Timothy 2:25, 26

The sinner is represented as a lost sheep, 
and a lost sheep never returns to the fold 
unless he is sought after and brought 
back to the fold by the shepherd. No 
man of himself can repent, and make 
himself worthy of the blessing of justi-

fication. The Lord Jesus is constantly 
seeking to impress the sinner’s mind and 
attract him to behold Himself, the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sins of 
the world. We cannot take a step toward 
spiritual life save as Jesus draws and 
strengthens the soul, and leads us to ex-
perience that repentance which needeth 
not to be repented of.

When before the high priests and Saddu-
cees, Peter clearly presented the fact that 
repentance is the gift of God. Speaking 
of Christ, he said, “Him hath God ex-
alted with his right hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins” (Acts 
5:31). Repentance is no less the gift of 
God than are pardon and justification, 
and it cannot be experienced except as 
it is given to the soul by Christ. If we are 
drawn to Christ, it is through His power 
and virtue. The grace of contrition comes 
through Him, and from Him comes justi-
fication.  {1SM 390-391}

With the rich promises of the Bible be-
fore you, can you still give place to 
doubt? Can you believe that when the 
poor sinner longs to return, longs to for-
sake his sins, the Lord sternly withholds 
him from coming to His feet in repen-
tance? Away with such thoughts! Noth-
ing can be more dishonoring to God than 
these ideas. Nothing can hurt your own 
soul more than to entertain such thoughts 
of our heavenly Father. Our whole spiri-
tual life will catch a tone of hopelessness 
from such conceptions of God. They dis-
courage all effort to seek God or to serve 
Him. We must not think of God only 
as a judge ready to pronounce sentence 
against us. He hates sin; but from love to 
sinners He gave Himself, in the person 
of Christ, that all who would might be 
saved and have eternal blessedness in the 
kingdom of glory.  {5T 632}



36

God’s Love in the Refining of Our Characters                                                                                                                                  

(10) BECAUSE GOD IS KIND, LOV-
ING, AND MERCIFUL, WHAT 
HAS HE DONE FOR EVERY RE-
PENTANT SINNER?

Titus 3:4, 5

Related Texts: Ephesians 2:4-9

In the same way every human being 
can come to Christ. “Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy He saved 
us.” Titus 3:5. Do you feel that because 
you are a sinner you cannot hope to re-
ceive blessing from God? Remember 
that Christ came into the world to save 
sinners. We have nothing to recommend 
us to God; the plea that we may urge now 
and ever is our utterly helpless condition, 
which makes His redeeming power a ne-
cessity. Renouncing all self-dependence, 
we may look to the cross of Calvary and 
say:  “In my hand no price I bring;  Sim-
ply to Thy cross I cling.”  {MH 65}

I  am thankful God loves me 
so much that, as a good Fa-
ther, He loves me enough to 
rebuke and discipline me for 
my good.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I am so grateful for God’s 
mercy, long-suffering, and 
abundant goodness and that 
He desires to impart these 
life-saving traits into my 
character. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I realize He doesn’t cause evil 
to happen but I am glad He 
is able to work it out for my 
good and ultimately for the 
perfecting of my character.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I see that when God chastens 
me I should accept the gift of 
repentance that comes with it 
so that He can live within and 
I may reflect His character.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I am thankful that God’s loving 
kindness never fails and be-
cause He loves me so  much He 
will freely give me all things that 
will bring glory to His name.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

Thank you Lord Jesus for 
coming to earth to save me a 
sinner from my helpless con-
dition. Please help me to al-
ways look to You and to Your 
cross always cling.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
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(1) By what name does the 
apostle refer to the amaz-
ing ministry which God is 
manifesting His great love 
to save our guilty and ru-
ined race?	

2 Corinthians 5:18

Related Texts: 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 
Timothy 3:16; Matthew 1:23

Says the apostle: “God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself.” 
Only as we contemplate the great plan 
of redemption can we have a just ap-
preciation of the character of God. The 

work of creation was a manifestation of 
His love; but the gift of God to save the 
guilty and ruined race, alone reveals the 
infinite depths of divine tenderness and 
compassion. “God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” While 
the law of God is maintained, and its 
justice vindicated, the sinner can be par-
doned. The dearest gift that heaven itself 
had to bestow has been poured out that 
God “might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus.” By that 
gift men are uplifted from the ruin and 
degradation of sin to become children 
of God. Says Paul: “Ye have received 
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father.”  {5T 739}
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(2) In an incomprehensible 
act of love, what great 
gift WAS GIVEN that every 
believer may be saved? 	

John 3:16

Related Texts: 1 John 4:9, 10, 14; Ro-
mans 5:10; 8:32; John 6:40, 47

This message is for the world, for “whoso-
ever” means that any and all who comply 
with the condition may share the blessing. 
All who look unto Jesus, believing in Him 
as their personal Saviour, shall “not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” Every provision 
has been made that we may have the ever-
lasting reward.  {FW 105}

The revelation of God’s love to men 
centers in the cross. Its full significance 
tongue cannot utter; pen cannot por-
tray; the mind of man cannot compre-
hend. Looking upon the cross of Calva-
ry we can only say: “God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” John 3:16.  

Christ crucified for our sins, Christ risen 
from the dead, Christ ascended on high, 
is the science of salvation that we are to 
learn and to teach.  {8T 287}

(3)  Because of His great 
love for us, for what spe-
cific purpose did God NOT 
send His Son?  	

John 3:17

Related Texts: John 8:16; Luke 9:56; 
Matthew 18:11

God might have sent His Son into the 
world to condemn the world. But amaz-
ing grace! Christ came to save, not to 
destroy. The apostles never touched this 
theme without their hearts glowing with 
the inspiration of the matchless love of 
the Saviour. {1MCP 249}

God willed that all men should be saved, 
and by the great gift of His Son provided 
for their salvation. But the will of God 
must be confirmed by the will of each 
individual man in order that it may be-
come effective for him. Salvation is only 
for those who believe and receive Christ 
(see on John 1:12; 3:16). {5BC 930}

(4)  WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF 
THE CONDEMNATION OF 
THOSE WHO are lost?

John 3:19

Related Texts: John 3:18

To condemn the world. John hastens to 
explain that those who do not believe 
in the Son are “condemned already,” 
simply because they refuse to believe. 
God’s purpose in sending His Son into 
the world is to save the world. If, be-
cause of the coming of the Saviour, 
some men incur condemnation, God 
cannot be blamed. Condemnation re-
sults, not from the coming of the true 
Light, from men deliberately turning 
from the Light because of a preference 
for darkness. {DA 62}
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Related Texts: 1 John 4:9; 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:19-21

When, in consequence of transgression, 
Adam and Eve were cut off from all hope, 
when justice demanded the death of the 
sinner, Christ gave Himself as a sacrifice. 
“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.” “All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
everyone to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” I 
John 4:10; Isaiah 53:6. {CT 268}	

Men have only one Advocate, one In-
tercessor, who is able to pardon trans-
gression. Shall not our hearts swell with 
gratitude to Him who gave Jesus to 
be the propitiation for our sins? Think 
deeply upon the love the Father has mani-
fested in our behalf, the love that He has 
expressed for us. We cannot measure this 
love. Measurement there is none. We can 
only point to Calvary, to the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world. It is an 
infinite sacrifice. Can we comprehend 
and measure infinity? (MS 128, 1897}

(7) WHAT DID GOD SEND CHRIST 
TO DO THAT DEMONSTRATED 
UNMISTAKABLE EVIDENCE OF  
THEIR MATCHLESS LOVE FOR  
US?	
  

Romans 5:8

Related Texts: John 15:13; 1 Peter 3:18

It is the glory of the gospel that it is found-
ed upon the principle of restoring in the 

(5) How did God manifest  
His great love toward US 
to prevent our deserved 
destruction? 	

1 John 4:9

Related Texts: John 3:16; Romans 
5:8-10

When Adam’s sin plunged the race into 
hopeless misery, God might have cut 
Himself loose from fallen beings. He 
might have treated them as sinners de-
serve to be treated. He might have com-
manded the angels of heaven to pour out 
upon our world the vials of His wrath. He 
might have removed this dark blot from 
His universe. But He did not do this. In-
stead of banishing them from His pres-
ence, He came still nearer to the fallen 
race. He gave His Son to become bone of 
our bone and flesh of our flesh.  

The gift of God to man is beyond all 
computation. Nothing was withheld. God 
would not permit it to be said that He could 
have done more or revealed to humanity 
a greater measure of love. In the gift of 
Christ He gave all heaven.  {AG  63}

(6) BECAUSE OF GOD’S GREAT 
LOVE FOR US, FOR WHAT PUR-
POSE DID HE SEND HIS SON TO 
EARTH?

1 John 4:10
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fallen race the divine image by a constant 
manifestation of benevolence. This work 
began in the heavenly courts. There God 
decided to give human beings unmis-
takable evidence of the love with which 
He regarded them . He “so loved the 
world, that He gave His only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” John 3:16. 

The Godhead was stirred with pity for 
the race, and the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the 
working out of the plan of redemption. In 
order fully to carry out this plan, it was 
decided that Christ, the only-begotten 
Son of God, should give Himself an of-
fering for sin. What line can measure the 
depth of this love? God would make it 
impossible for man to say that He could 
have done more. With Christ He gave 
all the resources of heaven, that nothing 
might be wanting in the plan for man’s 
uplifting. Here is love--the contempla-
tion of which should fill the soul with 
inexpressible gratitude! Oh, what love, 
what matchless love! The contemplation 
of this love will cleanse the soul from 
all selfishness. It will lead the disciple to 
deny self, take up the cross, and follow 
the Redeemer.  {CH 222}

(8)  Though, until heaven, 
we will never fully com-
prehend it, what should 
our prayer be concern-
ing the Lord’s love for 
us?

Ephesians 3:18, 19

Related Texts: Ephesians 1:18, 19

The contemplation of the love of God 
manifested in the gift of His Son for 
the salvation of fallen men will stir 
the heart and arouse the powers of the 
soul as nothing else will. The work of 
redemption is a marvelous work; it is 
a mystery in the universe of God. But 
how indifferent are the objects of such 
matchless grace!

If our senses had not been blunted by 
sin and by contemplation of the dark 
pictures that Satan is constantly present-
ing before us, a fervent and continuous 
flow of gratitude would go out from our 
hearts toward Him who daily loads us 
with benefits of which we are wholly 
undeserving. The everlasting song of the 
redeemed will be praise to Him who hath 
loved us and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood; and if we ever sing that 
song before the throne of God we must 
learn it here.” {TMK 168}

(9) Though we may fall 
deep into iniquity and de-
spair and are so undeserv-
ing, what three things does 
our god of love promise?

Hosea 14:4
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Related Texts: Jeremiah 3:22; 33:6; 
Psalm 103:3, 4

All who enter the City of God will enter 
through the strait gate--by agonizing ef-
fort; for “there shall in no wise enter into it 
anything that defileth.” Revelation 21:27. 
But none who have fallen need give up to 
despair. Aged men, once honored of God, 
may have defiled their souls, sacrificing 
virtue on the altar of lust; but if they re-
pent, forsake sin, and turn to God, there is 
still hope for them. He who declares, “Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life,” also gives the invi-
tation, “Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him return unto the Lord, and He 
will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for He will abundantly pardon.” 
Revelation 2:10; Isaiah 55:7. God hates 
sin, but He loves the sinner. “I will heal 
their backsliding,” He declares; “I will 
love them freely.” Hosea 14:4.  {PK 84}

(10) FOR WHAT REASON DID 
GOD BESTOW HIS RICH MER-
CY UPON US MAKING US ALIVE 
WITH CHRIST?

Ephesians 2:4, 5

Related Texts: Jeremiah 31:3; Isaiah 
55:7-9

God is not only merciful; He is rich in 
mercy to all who call upon Him, not be-
cause they are worthy of it, but because it 
is God’s good pleasure to bestow mercy 
(Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:3).

God’s love is something more than com-
passion; it leads to beneficent action and 

is unchanging. God loved us “while we 
were yet sinners”, and will never cease 
to love us. It was this love that motivated 
His work of salvation (John 3:16). Love 
is a prime attribute of His character (1 
John 4:8), finding its highest expression 
in the person of Christ. God has mercy 
upon us because we are sinners, and He 
loves us because we are His creatures. 
His great work for man was not merely 
an act of benevolence or charitable con-
descension; it was an act of affection, of 
love.  {6BC 1007}

Such is the grace of God, such the love 
wherewith He hath loved us, even when 
we were dead in trespasses and sins, en-
emies in our minds by wicked works, 
serving divers lusts and pleasures, the 
slaves of debased appetites and passion, 
servants of sin and Satan. What depth 
of love is manifested in Christ, as He 
becomes the propitiation for our sins. 
Through the ministration of the Holy 
Spirit souls are led to find forgiveness of 
sins.  {TSB 108}

(11) THROUGH WHOM DID GOD 
REVEAL HIS CHARACTER OF 
LOVE TO THE WORLD?

John 14:9

Related Texts: John 14:7; 12:44, 45; 
Hebrews 1:3

The earth was dark through misappre-
hension of God. That the gloomy shad-
ows might be lightened, that the world 
might be brought back to God, Satan’s 
deceptive power was to be broken. This 
could not be done by force. The exer-
cise of force is contrary to the principles 
of God’s government; He desires only 
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the service of love; and love cannot be 
commanded; it cannot be won by force 
or authority. Only by love is love awak-
ened. To know God is to love Him; His 
character must be manifested in contrast 
to the character of Satan. This work only 
one Being in all the universe could do. 
Only He who knew the height and depth 
of the love of God could make it known. 
Upon the world’s dark night the Sun of 
Righteousness must rise, “with healing 
in His wings.” Mal. 4:2.  {DA 22}

(12) WHICH CAME FIRST, GOD’S 
LOVE FOR US OR THE GIFT OF 
HIS SON TO SAVE US?

John 3:16

But this great sacrifice was not made in 
order to create in the Father’s heart a love 
for man, not to make Him willing to save. 
No, no! “God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only-begotten Son.” John 3:16. 
The Father loves us, not because of the 
great propitiation, but He provided the 
propitiation because He loves us. Christ 
was the medium through which He 
could pour out His infinite love upon a 
fallen world. “God was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world unto Himself.” 2 Corin-
thians 5:19. God suffered with His Son. 
In the agony of Gethsemane, the death of 
Calvary, the heart of Infinite Love paid 
the price of our redemption.  
     
Jesus said, “Therefore doth My Father 
love Me, because I lay down My life, 
that I might take it again.” John 10:17. 
That is, “My Father has so loved you that 
He even loves Me more for giving My 
life to redeem you. In becoming your 
Substitute and Surety, by surrendering 
My life, by taking your liabilities, your 
transgressions, I am endeared to My 

Father; for by My sacrifice, God can be 
just, and yet the Justifier of him who be-
lieveth in Jesus.”  {SC 13-14}

(13) THOUGH WE ARE DEAD IN 
SIN, WHAT TWO THINGS DOES 
GOD, IN HIS GREAT LOVE AND 
MERCY, DO FOR US THROUGH 
CHRIST?

Ephesians 2:5, 6

Related Texts: Romans 5:6, 10; 2 Cor-
inthians 5:18, 19, 21

The Lord of life and glory clothed His 
divinity with humanity to demonstrate to 
man that God through the gift of Christ 
would connect us with Him. Without a 
connection with God no one can possi-
bly be happy. Fallen man is to learn that 
our Heavenly Father cannot be satisfied 
until His love embraces the repentant 
sinner, transformed through the merits of 
the spotless Lamb of God. 

The work of all the heavenly intelligences 
is to this end. Under the command of their 
General they are to work for the reclaim-
ing of those who by transgression have 
separated themselves from their Heavenly 
Father. A plan has been devised whereby 
the wondrous grace and love of Christ shall 
stand revealed to the world. In the infinite 
price paid by the Son of God to ransom 
man, the love of God is revealed. This 
glorious plan of redemption is ample in its 
provisions to save the whole world. Sinful 
and fallen man may be made complete in 
Jesus through the forgiveness of sin and the 
imputed righteousness of Christ.  {AG 99}
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Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: _________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

I am amazed at the Mystery of 
Godliness in Christ coming to 
earth in human flesh to reveal 
the love of the Father and to 
save us from destruction! 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I am eternally grateful for 
the Gift of His Son that God 
so generously gave that I 
can have a future and a hope 
of a life in His presence that 
is free from pain, suffering 
and death.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided 

It is my prayer that God will 
fill me with His Spirit that I 
do not love the darkness of 
sin in this world and choose 
the condemnation in the 
darkness rather than the love 
of His marvelous light.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided 

Thank you Father for your 
promise to heal my back 
sliding, love me freely, and 
turn your anger from me.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I appreciate that the God-
head was moved with pity 
for our fallen race and gave 
themselves to the working 
out of the plan of redemp-
tion for me.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided 

This day I give my heart, mind 
and soul to the Lord and pray 
that, by His grace and Spirit, 
I can live my life to His Glory. 
I desire to be a powerful wit-
ness to His love and goodness 
as revealed by the Mystery of 
Godliness reveal in the life 
and death of Christ for me. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
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(1) WHAT DID CHRIST COME 
TO EARTH AND GIVE HIS LIFE 
TO HONOR, FULFILL, AND  
UPHOLD?	

Matthew 5:17

Related Texts: Matthew 5:19;  Romans 
3:31; Isaiah 42:21; Galatians 4:4, 5

The infinite love of God has been mani-
fested in the gift of His only-begotten 
Son to redeem a lost race. Christ came 
to the earth to reveal to men the character 
of His Father, and His life was filled with 
deeds of divine tenderness and compas-

sion. And yet Christ Himself declares, 
“Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one title shall in no wise pass from the 
law.” Matthew 5:18.  {PP 469}	

Through Jesus, God’s mercy was mani-
fested to men; but mercy does not set 
aside justice. The law reveals the attri-
butes of God’s character, and not a jot 
or tittle of it could be changed to meet 
man in his fallen condition. God did 
not change His law, but He sacrificed 
Himself, in Christ, for man’s redemp-
tion. “God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto Himself.” 2 Cor. 5:19. 	

The law requires righteousness,--a righ-
teous life, a perfect character; and this 
man has not to give. He cannot meet the 
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mercy, but that sin could be forgiven, and 
that the law is righteous, and can be per-
fectly obeyed. Satan’s charges were re-
futed. God had given man unmistakable 
evidence of His love.  {DA 762}

(3)  BY HIS GREAT LOVE AND 
DIVINE POWER, WHAT HAS 
GOD ALLOWED US TO BE PAR-
TAKER’S OF THROUGH THE 
MERITS OF CHRIST AND HIM 
LIVING IN US?

2 Peter 1:3, 4

Related Texts: Ezekiel 36:25-27; Ephe-
sians 4:23, 24; Colossians 3:10, 11

Having undertaken the work of man’s re-
demption, the Father would spare nothing, 
however dear, which was essential for the 
completion of His work. He would make 
opportunities for men; He would pour 
upon them His blessings; He would 
heap favor upon favor, gift upon gift, 
until the whole treasury of heaven was 
open to those whom He came to save. 
Having collected all the riches of the 
universe, and laid open all the resources 
of His divine nature, God gave them all 
for the use of man. They were His free 
gift. What an ocean of love is circulat-
ing, like a divine atmosphere, around the 
world! What manner of love is this, that 
the eternal God should adopt human na-
ture in the person of His Son, and carry 
the same into the highest heaven! 

Our Redeemer determined on nothing 
less than that through His merits the love 
of God should be transfused through the 
soul that believes in Him. As our life, 
the vitality of God’s love is to circulate 
through every part of our nature, that it 

claims of God’s holy law. But Christ, com-
ing to the earth as man, lived a holy life, 
and developed a perfect character. These 
He offers as a free gift to all who will re-
ceive them. His life stands for the life of 
men. Thus they have remission of sins 
that are past, through the forbearance of 
God. More than this, Christ imbues men 
with the attributes of God. He builds up 
the human character after the similitude 
of the divine character, a goodly fabric 
of spiritual strength and beauty. Thus the 
very righteousness of the law is fulfilled 
in the believer in Christ. God can “be just, 
and the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus.” Rom. 3:26.  {DA 762}	

(2) WHAT IS “THE LORD A GOD 
OF” WHICH HE KEEPS IN  
PERFECT BALANCE WITH 
MERCY, and ULTIMATELY RE-
VEALED at the CROSS? 

Isaiah 30:18 

Related Texts: Hosea 2:19;  Matthew 
23:23 

God’s love has been expressed in His 
justice no less than in His mercy. Jus-
tice is the foundation of His throne, and 
the fruit of His love. It had been Satan’s 
purpose to divorce mercy from truth and 
justice. He sought to prove that the righ-
teousness of God’s law is an enemy to 
peace. But Christ shows that in God’s 
plan they are indissolubly joined togeth-
er; the one cannot exist without the other. 
“Mercy and truth are met together; righ-
teousness and peace have kissed each 
other.” Ps. 85:10. 

By His life and His death, Christ proved 
that God’s justice did not destroy His 
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tion of which should fill the soul with 
inexpressible gratitude! Oh, what love, 
what matchless love! The contemplation 
of this love will cleanse the soul from 
all selfishness. It will lead the disciple to 
deny self, take up the cross, and follow 
the Redeemer.  {CH 222}

(5) WHEN WE AS SINNERS COM-
PREHEND THE JUSTICE, MER-
CY, AND LOVE OF GOD IN LIGHT 
OF THE CROSS, LIKE PAUL WHAT 
WILL BE THE FOCUS OF OUR 
TESTIMONY?

1 Corinthians 2:2

Related Texts: 1 Corinthians 1:23, 24

Jesus placed the cross in line with the 
light coming from heaven, for it is there 
that it shall catch the eye of man. The 
cross is in direct line with the shining 
of the divine countenances, so that by 
beholding the cross men may see and 
know God and Jesus Christ, whom He 
hath sent. In beholding God we behold 
the One who poured out His soul unto 
death. In beholding the cross the view 
is extended to God, and His hatred of 
sin is discerned. But while we behold 
in the cross God’s hatred of sin, we 
also behold His love for sinners, which 
is stronger than death. To the world the 
cross is the incontrovertible argument 
that God is truth and light and love.  
{ST  March 7, 1895}

(6) THOUGH THROUGH SIN WE 
WERE JUSTLY SEVERED FROM 
GOD, WHAT ACT OF MERCY WAS 
ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH THE 
DEATH OF JESUS FOR THOSE 
WHO ACCEPT IT?

may abide in us as it dwells in Christ Je-
sus. United with Christ by living faith, 
the Father loves us as the members of 
Christ’s mystical body, of which Christ 
is the glorified head.  {TMK 19}

(4) STIRRED WITH MERCY AND 
PITY FOR OUR FALLEN SOULS, 
WHAT IS THE GODHEAD NOT 
WILLING THAT ANY SINNER 
SHOULD DO?

2 Peter 3:9

Related Texts: Romans 2:4; 1 Timo-
thy 2:4

It is the glory of the gospel that it is 
founded upon the principle of restoring 
in the fallen race the divine image by a 
constant manifestation of benevolence. 
This work began in the heavenly courts. 
There God decided to give human be-
ings unmistakable evidence of the love 
with which He regarded them. He “so 
loved the world, that He gave His only-
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” John 3:16. 

The Godhead was stirred with pity for 
the race, and the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the 
working out of the plan of redemption. 
In order fully to carry out this plan, it was 
decided that Christ, the only-begotten 
Son of God, should give Himself an of-
fering for sin. What line can measure the 
depth of this love? God would make it 
impossible for man to say that He could 
have done more. With Christ He gave 
all the resources of heaven, that nothing 
might be wanting in the plan for man’s 
uplifting. Here is love--the contempla-
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(7)  AS THE YEARS OF ETERNI-
TY ROLL BY AND WITH THEM 
COME AN EVEN DEEPER REV-
ELATION OF GOD’S LOVE, JUS-
TICE AND MERCY, WHAT WILL 
BE OUR SONG OF PRAISE?

Revelation 5:13

Related Texts: Revelation 7:9-12; 
4:9-11

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will 
bring richer and still more glorious revela-
tions of God and of Christ. As knowledge 
is progressive, so will love, reverence, and 
happiness increase. The more men learn of 
God, the greater will be their admiration of 
His character. As Jesus opens before them 
the riches of redemption and the amaz-
ing achievements in the great controversy 
with Satan, the hearts of the ransomed 
thrill with more fervent devotion, and with 
more rapturous joy they sweep the harps 
of gold; and ten thousand times ten thou-
sand and thousands of thousands of voices 
unite to swell the mighty chorus of praise. 

The great controversy is ended. Sin and 
sinners are no more. The entire universe 
is clean. One pulse of harmony and glad-
ness beats through the vast creation. 
From Him who created all, flow life and 
light and gladness, throughout the realms 
of illimitable space. From the minutest 
atom to the greatest world, all things, ani-
mate and inanimate, in their unshadowed 
beauty and perfect joy, declare that God 
is love. {GC 678}

Romans 5:10, 11

Related Texts: Colossians 1:21, 22; 2 
Corinthians 5:18, 19

Man through sin has been severed 
from the life of God. His soul is palsied 
through the machinations of Satan, the 
author of sin. Of himself he is incapable 
of sensing sin, incapable of appreciat-
ing and appropriating the divine nature. 
Were it brought within his reach there is 
nothing in it that his natural heart would 
desire it. 

But God will not be defeated by Satan. 
He sent His Son into the world, that 
through His taking the human form and 
nature, humanity and divinity combined 
in Him would elevate man in the scale of 
moral value with God. {1SM 340}

God’s love for the world was not mani-
fest because He sent His Son, but because 
He loved the world He sent His Son into 
the world that divinity clothed with hu-
manity might touch humanity, while di-
vinity lays hold of divinity. Though sin 
had produced a gulf between man and 
his God, a divine benevolence provided 
a plan to bridge that gulf. And what mate-
rial did He use? A part of Himself. The 
brightness of the Father’s glory came to 
a world all seared and marred with the 
curse, and in His own divine character, in 
His own divine body, bridged the gulf. . . . 
The windows of heaven were opened and 
the showers of heavenly grace in healing 
streams came to our benighted world. ... 
{OHC 12}  
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(8) AFTER THE FATHER CLEANS-
ES AND COVERS OUR BACK-
SLIDING, HOW FAR REMOVED 
ARE OUR TRANSGRESSIONS?

Psalm 103:12

Related Texts: Micah 7:18, 19; Isaiah 
43:25; Jeremiah 50:20

But forgiveness has a broader meaning 
than many suppose. When God gives 
the promise that He “will abundantly 
pardon,” He adds, as if the meaning 
of that promise exceeded all that we 
could comprehend: “My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are My ways higher than your ways, 
and My thoughts than your thoughts.” 
Isaiah 55:7–9. God’s forgiveness is 
not merely a judicial act by which 
He sets us free from condemnation. 
It is not only forgiveness for sin, but 
reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow 
of redeeming love that transforms the 
heart. David had the true conception 
of forgiveness when he prayed, “Cre-
ate in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me.” Psalm 
51:10. {MB 114}

(9)  WHEN WE AS SINNERS RE-
ALIZE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
GOD’S LOVE DEMONSTRAT-
ED AT THE CROSS, LIKE PAUL, 
WHAT WILL WE EXCLAIM?

Galatians 6:14

Related Texts: Galatians 1:4, 5; Co-
lossians 3:1-3

Christ’s death proves God’s great love 
for man. It is our pledge of salvation. 
To remove the cross from the Christian 
would be like blotting the sun from the 
sky. The cross brings us near to God, 
reconciling us to Him. With the relent-
ing compassion of a father’s love, Je-
hovah looks upon the suffering that His 
Son endured in order to save the race 
from eternal death, and accepts us in 
the Beloved. 

Without the cross, man could have no 
union with the Father. On it depends 
our every hope. From it shines the light 
of the Saviour’s love, and when at the 
foot of the cross the sinner looks up to 
the One who died to save him, he may 
rejoice with fullness of joy, for his sins 
are pardoned. Kneeling in faith at the 
cross, he has reached the highest place 
to which man can attain. 

Through the cross we learn that the 
heavenly Father loves us with a love 
that is infinite. Can we wonder that 
Paul exclaimed, “God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ”? Galatians 6:14. 
It is our privilege also to glory in the 
cross, our privilege to give ourselves 
wholly to Him who gave Himself for 
us. Then, with the light that streams 
from Calvary shining in our faces, we 
may go forth to reveal this light to those 
in darkness.  {AA 209-210}
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Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: _________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

I now understand that Christ 
came to confirm God’s law 
of love and not do away 
with it. The fact that Christ 
died to redeem us confirms 
its importance and eternal 
existence. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I see that God love is a per-
fect balance between justice 
and mercy and these are the 
foundation of His throne 
and government. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I am so thankful that God is 
not willing that any should 
perish and I look to the 
cross of Jesus and claim 

His precious blood to cover 
my sins. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I am amazed that by choos-
ing Christ and allowing 
His Spirit to fill me, I can 
have the privilege of having 
His divine nature lived our 
through me. I ask God for 
that privilege just now.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

As the years of eternity role 
by it is my desire to learn 
more and more about the 
infinite love of God and sing 
Him songs of praise.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
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The Mystery of Godliness - 7
(1) WHAT DID CHRIST THE LIV-
ING WORD DO AND IS THE  
MOST MARVELOUS THING 
THAT HAS EVER TAKEN PLACE?	

John 1:14

Related Texts: Romans 1:3; 9:5; Ga-
latians 4:4

When we want a deep problem to study, 
let us fix our minds on the most marvel-
ous thing that ever took place in earth or 

heaven—the incarnation of the Son of 
God. God gave His Son to die for sinful 
human beings a death of ignominy and 
shame. He who was Commander in the 
heavenly courts laid aside His royal robe 
and kingly crown, and clothing His di-
vinity with humanity, came to this world 
to stand at the head of the human race as 
the pattern-man. He humbled Himself to 
suffer with the race, to be afflicted in all 
their afflictions.

The whole world was His, but so com-
pletely did He empty Himself that dur-
ing His ministry He declared, “Foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of man hath not 
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Galatians 4:4, 5

Related Texts: Galatians 3:13, 14; Mat-
thew 5:17, 18; Romans 3:28 

As the sinner looks upon the Saviour dy-
ing on Calvary, and realizes that the suffer-
er is divine, he asks why this great sacrifice 
was made, and the cross points to the holy 
law of God which has been transgressed. 
The death of Christ is an unanswerable 
argument as to the immutability and 
righteousness of the law. In prophesying 
of Christ, Isaiah says, “He will magnify 
the law, and make it honourable” (Isa. 
42:21). The law has no power to pardon 
the evildoer. Its office is to point out his 
defects, that he may realize his need of 
One who is mighty to save, his need of 
One who will become his substitute, his 
surety, his righteousness. Jesus meets the 
need of the sinner; for He has taken upon 
Him the sins of the transgressor. “He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5). 
The Lord could have cut off the sinner, 
and utterly destroyed him; but the cost-
lier plan was chosen. In His great love He 
provides hope for the hopeless, giving 
His only-begotten Son to bear the sins of 
the world. And since He has poured out 
all heaven in that one rich gift, He will 
withhold from man no needed aid that 
he may take the cup of salvation, and 
become an heir of God, joint heir with 
Christ.  {1SM 323}

(4) IN SELF-SACRIFICING LOVE, 
FROM WHAT DID CHRIST COME 
TO EARTH TO DELIVER US IN 
ORDER TO SECURE OUR COM-
PLETE RESTORATION?

where to lay his head” [Heb. 2:14–18 
quoted]  {MS 76, 1903}

(2) WHAT IS THE MEANING OF 
THE NAME “EMMANUEL” AS 
RELATED TO CHRIST AND HIS 
UNFATHOMABLE RELATIONSHIP 
WITH US?

Matthew 1:23

Related Texts: Isaiah 7:14; John 1:14; 
1 Timothy 3:16

In contemplating the incarnation of Christ 
in humanity, we stand baffled before an 
unfathomable mystery, that the human 
mind cannot comprehend. The more we 
reflect upon it, the more amazing does it 
appear. How wide is the contrast between 
the divinity of Christ and the helpless in-
fant in Bethlehem’s manger! How can we 
span the distance between the mighty God 
and a helpless child? And yet the Creator 
of worlds, He in whom was the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily, was manifest in the 
helpless babe in the manger. Far higher 
than any of the angels, equal with the 
Father in dignity and glory, and yet wear-
ing the garb of humanity! Divinity and 
humanity were mysteriously combined, 
and man and God became one. It is in this 
union that we find the hope of our fallen 
race. Looking upon Christ in humanity, 
we look upon God, and see in Him the 
brightness of His glory, the express image 
of His person.  {ST, July 30, 1896}

(3) SENT BY THE FATHER, WHAT 
WAS CHRIST’S MISSION OF LOVE 
THAT WE MIGHT BE ADOPTED 
AS CHILDREN OF GOD?
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out their redemption. He declared that the 
hand that sustains the worlds in space, 
and holds in their orderly arrangements 
and tireless activity all things throughout 
the universe of God, is the hand that was 
nailed to the cross for them. “By Him 
were all things created,” Paul wrote, “that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by Him, and for Him: 
and He is before all things, and by Him 
all things consist.” “And you, that were 
sometime alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath He 
reconciled in the body of His flesh through 
death, to present you holy and unblamable 
and unreprovable in His sight.”  {AA 471}

(6) WHAT PHRASE DOES THE 
APOSTLE PAUL USE TO DESCRIBE 
WHAT IS, WITHOUT CONTRO-
VERSY, THE MOST INCREDIBLE 
ACT OF LOVE AS REVEALED IN 
THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST?

1 Timothy 3:16

Related Texts: Isaiah 49:15, 16; Ephe-
sians 6:19; Romans 16:25

The incarnation of Christ is the mystery 
of all mysteries. Christ was one with the 
Father, yet … He was willing to step 
down from the exaltation of one who was 
equal with God. {NP} That He might 
accomplish His purpose of love for the 
fallen race, He became bone of our bone 
and flesh of our flesh.

How wide is the contrast between the di-
vinity of Christ and the helpless infant in 
Bethlehem’s manger! How can we span 
the distance between the mighty God and 

Colossians 1:13, 14 

Related Texts: Isaiah 53:12; Hebrews 
2:14, 15

Christ might, because of our guilt, have 
moved far from us. But instead of mov-
ing farther away from us, He came and 
dwelt among us, filled with all the full-
ness of the Godhead, to be one with us, 
that through His grace we might attain 
to perfection. By a death of shame and 
suffering He paid man’s ransom. What 
self-sacrificing love is this! From the 
highest excellency He came, His divin-
ity clothed with humanity, descending 
step by step to the very depths of hu-
miliation. No line can measure the depth 
of this love. Christ has shown us how 
much God can love and our Redeemer 
suffer in order to secure our complete 
restoration. He desires His children to 
reveal His character, to exert His influ-
ence, that other minds may be drawn 
into harmony with His mind. {UL 191}

(5) WHAT AMAZING FACT DOES 
PAUL POINT OUT THAT MAKES 
THE ACT OF LOVE IN THE INCAR-
NATION OF CHRIST AS A HUMAN 
UNFATHOMABLE?

Colossians 1:17

Related Texts: Isaiah 44:6; John 1:1-
3; Acts 17:28

The apostle exalted Christ before his breth-
ren as the One by whom God had created 
all things and by whom He had wrought 



53

Indescribable Love Bible Study Guide

Ephesians 5:27

Related Texts: Colossians 1:21, 22; 
Jude 24; 2 Peter 3:14

O Precious, loving, long-suffering, long-
forbearing Jesus, how my soul adores 
Thee! That a poor, unworthy, sin-polluted 
soul can stand before the Holy God, com-
plete in the righteousness of our Substi-
tute and Surety! Wonder, O Heavens, and 
be astonished, O earth, that fallen man 
is the object of His infinite love and de-
light. He rejoices over them with celestial 
songs, and man defiled with sin, having 
become cleansed through the righteous-
ness of Christ, is presented to the Father 
free from every spot and stain of sin, “not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing” 
(Eph. 5:27). “Who shall lay any thing to 
the charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth” (Rom. 8:33).  {UL 92}

(8) WHAT ARE “THE RICHES OF 
THE GLORY OF THIS MYSTERY” 
THAT GOD WANTS US TO KNOW 
AND EXPERIENCE THAT WE MAY 
BE COMPLETE IN HIM?

Colossians 1:27

Related Texts: Romans 9:23, 24; 2 
Corinthians 4:6

The privileges, the blessings, of the child 
of God are represented by the apostle in 
the following language: “To whom God 
would make known what is the riches 
of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the 

a helpless child? And yet the Creator of 
worlds, He in whom was the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily, was manifest in the 
helpless babe in the manger. Far higher 
than any of the angels, equal with the Fa-
ther in dignity and glory, and yet wear-
ing the garb of humanity! Divinity and 
humanity were mysteriously combined, 
and man and God became one.

It would have been an almost infinite 
humiliation for the Son of God to take 
man’s nature, even when Adam stood 
in his innocence in Eden. But Jesus ac-
cepted humanity when the race had been 
weakened by four thousand years of sin. 
Like every child of Adam He accepted 
the results of the working of the great 
law of heredity. What these results were 
is shown in the history of His earthly an-
cestors. He came with such a heredity to 
share our sorrows and temptations, and to 
give us the example of a sinless life.

Those who claim that it was not possible 
for Christ to sin, cannot believe that He 
really took upon Himself human nature. 
But was not Christ actually tempted, not 
only by Satan in the wilderness, but all 
through His life, from childhood to man-
hood? {NP} Our Saviour took humanity, 
with all its liabilities. He took the nature 
of man, with the possibility of yielding 
to temptation. We have nothing to bear 
which He has not endured. {FLB 91}

(7) BECAUSE OF CHRIST’S GREAT 
LOVE, AS DEMONSTRATED BY 
“THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS”, 
HOW CAN WE AS HIS CHURCH 
STAND BEFORE THE HOLY GOD?
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hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). When 
we realize that our hope of glory is 
Christ, that we are complete in Him, we 
shall rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. {HP 65}

(9) WITH  LOVE WE WILL SPEND 
ETERNITY TRYING TO COMPRE-
HEND, WHAT DID CHRIST THE 
SON OF GOD COME TO THIS 
DARK PLANET AND ENDURE 
FOR US?

Isaiah 53:5

Related Texts: Isaiah 53:6-12

The Son of God stooped to uplift the fall-
en. For this He left the sinless worlds on 
high, the ninety and nine that loved Him, 
and came to this earth to be “wounded 
for our transgressions” and “bruised for 
our iniquities.” Isaiah 53:5. He was in all 
things made like unto His brethren. He 
became flesh, even as we are. He knew 
what it meant to be hungry and thirsty 
and weary. He was sustained by food and 
refreshed by sleep. He was a stranger and 
a sojourner on the earth--in the world, 
but not of the world; tempted and tried 
as men and women of today are tempted 
and tried, yet living a life free from sin. 
Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, 
ever considerate of others, He represent-
ed the character of God. “The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us,... full of 
grace and truth.” John 1:14. {AA 472}

That Christ the Creator would 
humble Himself and become a 
helpless babe in Bethlehem’s 
manger. The incarnation of 
Christ is certainly the mystery 
of all mysteries.

Circle:     Yes     Undecided

Along with all the universe  I 
marvel at the fact Christ loved 
me enough to lay aside His 
royal robe and kingly crown 
and become flesh to dwell 
among us and ultimately give 
His life to save me.

Circle:      Yes     Undecided

I realize now that Christ did 
not come to do away with 
God’s love-based laws but 
rather to uphold and fulfill 

them. If this were not the case  
He would not have had to die 
for my sins. 

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I confess and ask for forgive-
ness of my sins and claim the 
promise that, because if His 
amazing act of love, I can 
stand before the Father with-
out fault or blemish.

Circle:     Yes     Undecided

As the years of eternity roll 
by I look  forward to sitting at 
the feet of Jesus and learning 
to grasp the amazing thing 
He has done and will forever 
praise His Holy Name.

Circle:     Yes     Undecided
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The Drawing Love of God - 8
(1) BY WHAT RATIONAL METH-
OD DOES THE LORD APPEAL  
TO OUR AFFECTIONS AND  
LOVINGLY DRAW US TO HIM- 
SELF?	

Hosea 11:4

Related Texts: John 6:44; Jeremiah 
31:3; John 12:32
A significant expression, showing that 
these bands are far different from those 

which men employ in taming wild ani-
mals. The lower animals must sometimes 
be broken into useful labor with a degree 
of violence; but God does not so draw 
men. He uses neither hard cords nor iron 
bands, but draws us by rational means, 
courting our intelligence and appealing 
to our affections (see on Isa. 1:18). God 
draws us in a manner suitable to the dig-
nity of our nature, as those made in the 
image of God (Gen. 1:26, 27). In work-
ing for souls we should ever follow this 
method of love (see 1 Cor. 9:19–23; 1 
Thess. 2:7, 8; 3:12; Heb. 5:2). Christ drew 
us with the cords of a man when He be-
came man, and lived and sacrificed Him-
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self for our good (see John 12:32; Acts 
10:38). One of the reasons the Son of God 
became man was to draw men with the 
cords of sympathy, by partaking of a com-
mon nature with them. {4BC 921}

Christ came to manifest the love of God 
to the world, to draw the hearts of all men 
to Himself.… The first step toward salva-
tion is to respond to the drawing of the 
love of Christ.… It is that men may un-
derstand the joy of forgiveness, the peace 
of God, that Christ draws them through 
the manifestation of His love. If they 
respond to His drawing, yielding their 
hearts to His grace, He will lead them on 
step by step, to a full knowledge of Him-
self, and this is life eternal. {AG 99}

(2) FOR WHAT GIFT DID CHRIST 
PAY THE PENALTY AND PRO-
VIDE PARDON AND GOD SO 
GRACIOUSLY OFFERS TO US?

Romans 6:23

Related Texts: Romans 5:12, 21; John 
5:24; 17:2; 1 John 2:25

The ransom has been paid, and it is pos-
sible for all to come to God, and through 
a life of obedience to attain unto everlast-
ing life. Then how sad it is that men turn 
from the immortal inheritance, and live 
for the gratification of pride, for selfish-
ness and display, and through submis-
sion to the rule of Satan, lose the bless-
ing which they might have both in this 
life and in the life to come. They might 
enter into the palaces of heaven, and as-
sociate on terms of freedom and equal-
ity with Christ and heavenly angels, and 
with the princes of God; and yet, incred-
ible as it may seem, they turn from heav-

enly attractions. The Creator of all worlds 
proposes to love those who believe in 
His only-begotten Son as their personal 
Saviour, even as He loves His Son. Even 
here and now His gracious favor is be-
stowed upon us to this marvelous extent. 
He has given to men the gift of the Light 
and Majesty of heaven, and with Him He 
has bestowed all the treasures of heaven. 
Much as He has promised us for the life 
to come, He also bestows princely gifts 
upon us in this life, and as subjects of His 
grace, He would have us enjoy everything 
that will ennoble, expand, and elevate our 
characters. It is His design to fit us for the 
heavenly courts above.  {FE 234}

Justice demands that sin be not merely 
pardoned, but the death penalty must be 
executed. God, in the gift of His only-be-
gotten Son, met both these requirements. 
By dying in man’s stead, Christ exhaust-
ed the penalty and provided a pardon. 
{1SM 340}

(3) WHAT DID CHRIST COME 
TO THIS EARTH TO PROVIDE 
ABUNDANTLY TO ALL WHO 
WILL ACCEPT IT?

John 10:10

Related Texts: 2 Peter 1:11; Romans 
5:5; Hebrews 6:17, 18 

This life is what we must have, and 
we must have it more abundantly. God 
will breathe this life into every soul 
that dies to self and lives to Christ. But 
entire self-renunciation is required. Un-
less this takes place, we carry with us 
the evil that destroys our happiness. 
But when self is crucified, Christ lives 
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in us, and the power of the Spirit attends 
our efforts. 

I wish we could be what God would have 
us--all light in the Lord. We need to reach 
a higher standard, but we can never do 
this until self is laid on the altar, until we 
let the Holy Spirit control us, molding 
and fashioning us according to the divine 
similitude. {OHC 21}

He [the believer] may die, as Christ died, 
but the life of the Saviour is in him. His 
life is hid with Christ in God. “I am come 
that they might have life,” Jesus said, 
“and that they might have it more abun-
dantly.” He carries on the great process 
by which believers are made one with 
Him in this present life, to be one with 
Him throughout all eternity. {Mar 301}

(4) LIKE A LOVING SHEPHERD, 
WHAT DOES THE LORD DO FOR 
EVERY SOUL AS IF THEY WERE 
THE ONLY ONE FOR WHICH HE 
DIED?

Luke 19:10

Related Texts: Luke 5:32; 15:4-7; 
Ezekiel 34:16; Matthew 10:6; 18:11

Every soul is as fully known to Jesus as 
if he were the only one for whom the 
Saviour died. The distress of every one 
touches His heart. The cry for aid reach-
es His ear. He came to draw all men unto 
Himself. He bids them, “Follow Me,” 
and His Spirit moves upon their hearts 
to draw them to come to Him. Many re-
fuse to be drawn. Jesus knows who they 
are. He also knows who gladly hear His 
call, and are ready to come under His 
pastoral care. He says, “My sheep hear 

My voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me.” He cares for each one as 
if there were not another on the face of 
the earth.

“He calleth His own sheep by name, 
and leadeth them out.… And the sheep 
follow Him: for they know His voice.” 
The Eastern shepherd does not drive 
his sheep. He depends not upon force 
or fear; but going before, he calls them. 
They know his voice, and obey the call. 
So does the Saviour-Shepherd with His 
sheep. The Scripture says, “Thou leddest 
Thy people like a flock by the hand of 
Moses and Aaron.” Through the prophet, 
Jesus declares, “I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love: therefore with loving-
kindness have I drawn thee.” He compels 
none to follow Him. “I drew them,” He 
says, “with cords of a man, with bands of 
love.” Psalm 77:20; Jeremiah 31:3; Ho-
sea 11:4. {DA 480}

(5) WHEN, IN THE LIFE OF CHRIST, 
WE SEE MERCY, TENDERNESS, 
COMPASSION, AND LOVE, WHOSE 
CHARACTER AND ATTRIBUTES 
ARE WE ALSO SEEING?

John 14:9

Related Texts: John 12:45; 14:20; Co-
lossians 1:15

In viewing the holiness and glory of the 
God of the universe, we are terrified, for 
we know that His justice will not permit 
Him to clear the guilty. But we need not 
remain in terror; for Christ came to the 
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world to reveal the character of God, to 
make plain to us His paternal love to-
ward His adopted children. We are not 
to estimate the character of God by the 
stupendous works of nature alone, but by 
the simple, lovely life of Jesus, who pre-
sented Jehovah as more merciful, more 
compassionate, more tender, than our 
earthly parents. 

Jesus presented the Father as one to whom 
we could give our confidence and pres-
ent our wants. When we are in terror of 
God, and overwhelmed with the thought 
of His glory and majesty, the Father 
points us to Christ as His representa-
tive. What you see revealed in Jesus, of 
tenderness, compassion, and love, is the 
reflection of the attributes of the Father. 
The cross of Calvary reveals to man the 
love of God. Christ represents the Sov-
ereign of the universe as a God of love. 
By the mouth of the prophet He said, “I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with loving-kindness have I 
drawn thee” (Jer. 31:3).  {HP 18}

(6) WHAT CAN WE HAVE, IF WE 
CHOOSE TO RECEIVE IT, AC-
CORDING TO THE RICHES OF 
CHRIST’S GRACE AND THE 
SHEDDING OF HIS BLOOD?

Ephesians 1:7

Related Texts: Psalm 130:7, 8; Mat-
thew 26:28; Romans 3:24

The Lord of life and glory clothed His 
divinity with humanity to demonstrate 
to man that God through the gift of 
Christ would connect us with Him. 

Without a connection with God no one 
can possibly be happy. Fallen man is to 
learn that our Heavenly Father cannot 
be satisfied until His love embraces the 
repentant sinner, transformed through 
the merits of the spotless Lamb of God.

The work of all the heavenly intelligenc-
es is to this end. Under the command of 
their General they are to work for the 
reclaiming of those who by transgres-
sion have separated themselves from 
their Heavenly Father. A plan has been 
devised whereby the wondrous grace 
and love of Christ shall stand revealed 
to the world. In the infinite price paid by 
the Son of God to ransom man, the love 
of God is revealed. This glorious plan of 
redemption is ample in its provisions to 
save the whole world. Sinful and fallen 
man may be made complete in Jesus 
through the forgiveness of sin and the im-
puted righteousness of Christ. {AG 99}

(7) IF WE ACCEPT HIS WOUNDS 
FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, 
HIS BRUISES FOR OUR IN-
IQUITIES, AND HIS CHAS-
TISEMENT FOR OUR PEACE, 
WHAT WILL HIS STRIPES OF  
SUFFERING BRING TO OUR 
SOUL?

Isaiah 53:5

Related Texts: Isaiah 53:4-12; 1 Peter 
2:24, 25

Imagine, if possible, the nature and degree 
of Christ’s sufferings. This suffering in hu-
manity was to prevent the outpouring of the 
wrath of God upon the whole of those for 
whom Christ died. Yea, for the church this 
great sacrifice will be efficacious through-
out eternity. Can we compute the amount 
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of her transgression in figures? Impossible. 
Then who can approach unto a conception 
of what Christ has endured when standing 
in the place of surety for His church …? 
[He was] the only One who could bear the 
strokes in behalf of the sinner and because 
of His innocence not be consumed.… In 
the sacrifice of God’s only-begotten Son is 
demonstrated the awful glory of divine jus-
tice and holiness.

By pledging His own life Christ has made 
Himself responsible for every man and 
woman on the earth. He stands in the pres-
ence of God, saying, “Father, I take upon 
Myself the guilt of that soul. It means death 
to him if he is left to bear it. If he repents he 
shall be forgiven. My blood shall cleanse 
him from all sin. I gave My life for the sins of 
the world.”  {HP 42}

(8)  WHAT IS OUR PART TO DO 
THAT WE MAY BE CLEANSED 
FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 
AND COVERED BY HIS ROBE?

1 John 1:9

Related Texts: Acts 2:38; 2 Chronicles 
7:14; Isaiah 43:25, 26

It may seem to you that you are sinful 
and undone; but it is just on this account 
that you need a Saviour. If you have sins 
to confess, lose no time. These moments 
are golden. “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness” (1 John 1:9). Those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness will be 
filled; for Jesus has promised it. Pre-
cious Saviour! His arms are open to re-
ceive us, and His great heart of love is 
waiting to bless us. {3SM 152}

What inexpressible love has the Saviour 
manifested toward the children of men! 
Not only does He take off the brand of 
sin, but He cleanses and purifies the 
soul, clothing it in the robe of His own 
righteousness, which is without spot, 
woven in the loom of heaven. He not 
only lifts the curse from the sinner, but 
brings him into oneness with Himself, 
reflecting upon him the bright beams 
of His righteousness. He is welcomed 
by the heavenly universe, accepted in 
the beloved Son of God. What glory 
can fallen man, through repentance and 
faith, bring back to God! {HP 51}

(9) HOW DOES CHRIST CALL 
EACH OF HIS “SHEEP” WHICH 
REVEALS HIS UNIQUE LOVE 
AND CONCERN FOR EACH?

John 10:3

Related Texts: John 10:27, 28; Exodus 
33:17; Isaiah 40:11; Psalm 139:17

Every soul is as fully known to Jesus as 
if he were the only one for whom the 
Saviour died. The distress of every one 
touches His heart. The cry for aid reach-
es His ear. He came to draw all men unto 
Himself. He bids them, “Follow Me,” 
and His Spirit moves upon their hearts to 
draw them to come to Him. Many refuse 
to be drawn. Jesus knows who they are. 
He also knows who gladly hear His call, 
and are ready to come under His pastoral 
care. He says, “My sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them, and they follow Me.” 
He cares for each one as if there were not 
another on the face of the earth. 

The Eastern shepherd does not drive 
his sheep. He depends not upon force 
or fear; but going before, he calls them. 
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They know his voice, and obey the call. 
So does the Saviour-Shepherd with His 
sheep. The Scripture says, “Thou leddest 
Thy people like a flock by the hand of 
Moses and Aaron.” Through the prophet, 
Jesus declares, “I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love: therefore with loving-
kindness have I drawn thee.” He compels 
none to follow Him. “I drew them,” He 
says, “with cords of a man, with bands 
of love.” Ps. 77:20; Jer. 31:3; Hosea 11:4. 

It is not the fear of punishment, or the 
hope of everlasting reward, that leads 
the disciples of Christ to follow Him. 
They behold the Saviour’s matchless 
love, revealed throughout His pilgrim-
age on earth, from the manger of Beth-
lehem to Calvary’s cross, and the sight 
of Him attracts, it softens and subdues 
the soul. Love awakens in the heart of 
the beholders. They hear His voice, 
and they follow Him.  {DA 480}

I am thankful that God draws 
me to Him in a loving, patient, 
kind and rational way and 
doesn’t use Satan’s method 
of force.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I am so grateful that, through 
God’s gift of Christ, the ran-
som has been paid for my 
rescue. I accept this amazing 
immortal inheritance that He 
so graciously offers to all who 
will accept it. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I choose, by the grace of 
God, to turn away from pride 
selfishness and accept the 
blessings and princely gifts 
He offers in both this life and 
the life to come. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I hear Christ’s loving call to 
me personally and choose to 
lay my life on the alter of self 
sacrifice. I ask and allow His 
will to be lived out through 
my life abundantly.  

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: _________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
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Looking to the Cross - 9
(1) HOW DOES SCRIPTURE 
DESCRIBE the treatment 
that Jesus endured BE-
CAUSE OF HIS GREAT LOVE 
FOR US?	

Isaiah 53:7

Related Texts: 1 Peter 2:23, 24; Acts 
8:32, 33

In looking to Christ, we shall see that His 
love is without a parallel, that He has tak-
en the place of the guilty sinner, and has 
imputed unto him His spotless righteous-
ness. When the sinner sees his Saviour 
dying upon the cross under the curse of 
sin in his stead, beholding His pardoning 

love, love awakes in his heart. The sin-
ner loves Christ, because Christ has first 
loved him, and love is the fulfilling of the 
law. The repenting soul realizes that God 
“is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.” The Spirit of God works in the 
believer’s soul, enabling him to advance 
from one line of obedience to another, 
reaching on from strength to greater 
strength, from grace to grace in Jesus 
Christ. {1SM 374}

My Father loves you with a love so 
unbounded that He loves Me the more 
because I have given My life to redeem 
you. He loves you, and He loves Me 
more because I love you, and give My 
life for you. . . . Well did the disciples un-
derstand this love as they saw their Sav-
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iour enduring shame, reproach, doubt, 
and betrayal, as they saw His agony in 
the Garden, and His death on Calvary’s 
cross. This is a love the depth of which 
no sounding can ever fathom. As the dis-
ciples comprehended it, as their percep-
tion took hold of God’s divine compas-
sion, they realized that there is a sense in 
which the sufferings of the Son were the 
sufferings of the Father. {TMK 69}

(2) IF WE DO NOT DWELL ON 
THE PERPLEXITIES OF LIFE 
AND INSTEAD LOOK TO JE-
SUS AS OUR SAVIOUR, EXAM-
PLE, AND CHARACTER MOD-
EL, WHAT WILL HE AUTHOR 
AND FINISH IN US?

Hebrews 12:2

Related Texts: Isaiah 45:22; Micah 
7:7; Psalm 34:5, 6

As God’s children, it is our privilege ever 
to look up, keeping the eye of faith fixed 
on Christ. As we constantly keep Him in 
view, the sunshine of His presence floods 
the chambers of the mind. The light of 
Christ in the soul-temple brings peace. 
The soul is stayed on God. All perplexi-
ties and anxieties are committed to Jesus. 
As we continue to behold Him, His im-
age becomes engraved on the heart, and 
is revealed in the daily life. {FLB 248}

We are to copy no human being. There 
is no human being wise enough to be 
our criterion. We are to look to the man 
Christ Jesus, who is complete in the per-
fection of righteousness and holiness. He 
is the Author and Finisher of our faith. 
He is the Pattern man. His experience is 
the measure of the experience that we 
are to gain. His character is our model. 

Let us, then, take our minds off the per-
plexities and the difficulties of this life, 
and fix them on Him, that by beholding 
we may be changed into His likeness. 
We may behold Christ to good purpose. 
We may safely look to Him; for He is 
all-wise. As we look to Him and think 
of Him, He will be formed within, the 
Hope of Glory.  {RH, 3/9/1905}

(3)   WHAT DO WE RECEIVE 
THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE 
LAMB AND THE RICHES OF HIS 
GRACE AND IS THE GREATEST 
THEME ON WHICH OUR MINDS 
CAN DWELL?

Psalm 130:7

Related Texts: Psalm 111:9; Colossians 
1:14

The plan of salvation, making manifest 
the justice and love of God, provides an 
eternal safeguard against defection in 
unfallen worlds, as well as among those 
who shall be redeemed by the blood of 
the Lamb. Our only hope is perfect trust 
in the blood of Him who can save to 
the uttermost all that come unto God by 
Him. The death of Christ on the cross of 
Calvary is our only hope in this world, 
and it will be our theme in the world to 
come. Oh, we do not comprehend the 
value of the atonement! If we did, we 
would talk more about it. The gift of God 
in His beloved Son was the expression 
of an incomprehensible love. It was the 
utmost that God could do to preserve the 
honor of His law, and still save the trans-
gressor. Why should man not study the 
theme of redemption? It is the greatest 
subject that can engage the human mind. 
If men would contemplate the love of 
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Christ, displayed in the cross, their faith 
would be strengthened to appropriate 
the merits of His shed blood, and they 
would be cleansed and saved from sin. 
{ST, 12/30/1889}

(4) WHAT FOUR FOUNDATION-
AL CHARACTERISTICS OF HIS 
LOVE WERE DEMONSTRATED 
BY CHRIST AT THE CROSS WHEN 
HE UNSELFISHLY AND VOLUN-
TARILY LAID DOWN HIS LIFE AS 
OUR DIVINE SUBSTITUTE?

Psalm 89:14

Related Texts: Psalm 45:6, 7; 97:2; 
145:17; Deuteronomy 32:4

Voluntarily our divine Substitute bared 
His soul to the sword of justice, that we 
might not perish but have everlasting 
life. Said Christ, “I lay down my life, 
that I might take it again. No man taketh 
it from me, but I lay it down of myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again” (John 10:17, 
18). No man of earth or angel of heaven 
could have paid the penalty for sin. Je-
sus was the only one who could save 
rebellious man. In Him divinity and 
humanity were combined, and this was 
what gave efficiency to the offering on 
Calvary’s cross. At the cross mercy and 
truth met together, righteousness and 
peace kissed each other.  {1SM 322}

Demonstrations of unselfish love such 
as Jesus’ voluntary offering of Himself 
to redeem mankind became added rea-
sons for the Father’s love. The plan of 
salvation had been laid before the cre-

ation of the earth (Rev. 13:8). The resur-
rection of Jesus was as much a part of 
the eternal plan as the crucifixion. Jesus 
would pass under the dominion of death 
for but a brief period (Ps. 16:10; cf. Acts 
2:31, 32) and then come forth glorified 
to be the resurrection and the life (John 
11:25) and to be man’s intercessor (Heb. 
7:25). As a result of His humiliation the 
Father would highly exalt Him and give 
Him a name above every name (Phil. 
2:9). {5BC 1006}

(5) IF WE STRIVE TO COMPRE-
HEND THE PLAN OF REDEMP-
TION AND THE CROSS, LIKE 
JOHN, WHAT WILL WE TAKE 
JOY IN PROCLAIMING TO THE 
WORLD?

John 1:29

Related Texts: John 1:35, 36; 1 Peter 
1:19, 20

When the attention is fastened on the 
cross of Christ, the whole being is en-
nobled. The knowledge of the Saviour’s 
love subdues the soul, and lifts the mind 
above the things of time and sense. Let 
us learn to estimate all temporal things in 
the light that shines from the cross. Let 
us strive to fathom the depths of humili-
ation to which our Saviour descended in 
order to make man the possessor of eter-
nal riches. As we study the plan of re-
demption, the heart will feel the throb of 
the Saviour’s love, and will be ravished 
by the charms of His character. 

It is the love of Christ that makes our 
heaven. But when we seek to tell of this 
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love, language fails us. We think of His 
life on earth, of His sacrifice for us; we 
think of His work in heaven as our ad-
vocate, of the mansions He is preparing 
for those who love Him; and we can but 
exclaim, “O the heights and depths of the 
love of Christ!” As we linger beneath the 
cross, we gain a faint conception of the 
love of God, and we say, “Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.” But in our contemplation 
of Christ, we are only lingering round 
the edge of a love that is measureless. 
His love is like a vast ocean, without bot-
tom or shore. 

In all true disciples this love, like sacred 
fire, burns on the altar of the heart. It was 
on the earth that the love of God was re-
vealed through Jesus. It is on the earth 
that His children are to let this love shine 
out through blameless lives. Thus sin-
ners will be led to the cross, to behold 
the Lamb of God. {LHU 248}

(6) WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF WE 
LOOK TO CHRIST AND BEHOLD 
HIS GLORY, HIS LOVELY CHAR-
ACTER, AND THE DIMENSIONS 
OF HIS MATCHLESS LOVE?

2 Corinthians 3:18

Related Texts: 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ro-
mans 8:29; 12:2
Look to Christ, behold the attractive 
loveliness of His character, and by be-
holding you will become changed into 
His likeness. The mist that intervenes be-
tween Christ and the soul will be rolled 
back as we by faith look past the hellish 

shadow of Satan and see God’s glory in 
His law, and the righteousness of Christ.

Satan is seeking to veil Jesus from our 
sight, to eclipse His light; for when we 
get even a glimpse of His glory, we are 
attracted to Him. Sin hides from our view 
the matchless charms of Jesus; preju-
dice, selfishness, self-righteousness, and 
passion blind our eyes, so that we do not 
discern the Saviour. Oh, if we would by 
faith draw nigh to God, He would reveal 
to us His glory, which is His character, 
and the praise of God would flow from 
human hearts and be sounded by human 
voices. Then we would forever cease to 
give glory to Satan by sinning against 
God and talking doubt and unbelief. We 
should no longer stumble along, grum-
bling and mourning, and covering the al-
tar of God with our tears. {MS 16, 1890}

(7) LIKE PAUL, ON WHAT TRE-
MENDOUS THEME SHOULD 
OUR LIPS ENTHUSIASTICAL-
LY SPEAK AND OUR MINDS 
CONSTANTLY DWELL?

1 Corinthians 2:2

Related Texts: Ephesians 3:17-19

What a theme for meditation is the 
sacrifice that Jesus made for lost sinners! 
“He was wounded for our transgres-
sions, He was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him; and with His stripes we are healed.” 
{Isaiah 53:5}. How shall we estimate the 
blessings thus brought within our reach? 
Could Jesus have suffered more? Could 
He have purchased for us richer bless-
ings? Should it not melt the hardest heart 
when we remember that for our sakes He 
left the happiness and glory of heaven 
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and suffered poverty and shame, cruel 
affliction and a terrible death? Had He 
not by His death and resurrection opened 
for us the door of hope, we should have 
known nothing but the horrors of dark-
ness and the miseries of despair. In our 
present state, favored and blessed as we 
are, we cannot realize from what depths 
we have been rescued. We cannot mea-
sure how much deeper our afflictions 
would have been, how much greater our 
woes, had not Jesus encircled us with His 
human arm of sympathy and love, and 
lifted us up.  {5T 316}

(8)  LIKE PAUL, UPON WHAT 
THEME CAN THOSE WHO AC-
CEPT SALVATION IN CHRIST EN-
THUSIASTICALLY BOAST?

Galatians 6:14

Related Texts: Romans 1:6; Jeremiah 
9:23, 24; Philippians 3:3

Many who profess to be Christians be-
come excited over worldly enterprises, 
and their interest is awakened for new 
and exciting amusements, while they are 
coldhearted, and appear as if frozen, in 
the cause of God. Here is a theme, poor 
formalist, which is of sufficient impor-
tance to excite you. Eternal interests are 
here involved. Upon this theme it is sin to 
be calm and unimpassioned. The scenes 
of Calvary call for the deepest emotion. 
Upon this subject you will be excusable if 
you manifest enthusiasm. That Christ, so 
excellent, so innocent, should suffer such 
a painful death, bearing the weight of the 
sins of the world, our thoughts and imagi-
nations can never fully comprehend. The 
length, the breadth, the height, the depth, 

of such amazing love we cannot fathom. 
The contemplation of the matchless depths 
of a Saviour’s love should fill the mind, 
touch and melt the soul, refine and ele-
vate the affections, and completely trans-
form the whole character. The language 
of the apostle is: “I determined not to 
know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified.” We also may 
look toward Calvary and exclaim: “God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world.” {2T 212}

(9)   WHAT WILL WE SPEND 
ETERNITY, ALONG WITH THE 
SAINTS, TRYING TO COMPRE-
HEND?

Ephesians 3:18, 19

Related Texts: Psalm 103:11-13

It is the love of Christ that makes our 
heaven. But when we seek to tell of this 
love, language fails us. We think of His 
life on earth, of His sacrifice for us; we 
think of His work in heaven as our ad-
vocate, of the mansions He is preparing 
for those who love Him; and we can but 
exclaim, “O the heights and depths of the 
love of Christ!” As we linger beneath the 
cross, we gain a faint conception of the 
love of God, and we say, “Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.” But in our contemplation 
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of Christ, we are only lingering round 
the edge of a love that is measureless. 
His love is like a vast ocean, without bot-
tom or shore. 

In all true disciples this love, like sacred 
fire, burns on the altar of the heart. It was 
on the earth that the love of God was re-
vealed through Jesus. It is on the earth 
that His children are to let this love shine 
out through blameless lives. Thus sin-
ners will be led to the cross, to behold 
the Lamb of God. {RH, 5/6/1902}

(10) WHAT WILL BE THE WORDS 
OF PRAISE THROUGHOUT ETER-
NITY FROM EVERY CREATURE 
OF THE UNIVERSE AS THEY TRY 
TO GRASP THE FULL SIGNIFI-
CANCE OF THE CROSS?

Revelation 4:11

Related Texts: Revelation 4:9, 10

In this life we can only begin to under-
stand the wonderful theme of redemp-
tion. With our finite comprehension we 
may consider most earnestly the shame 
and the glory, the life and the death, the 
justice and the mercy, that meet in the 
cross; yet with the utmost stretch of our 
mental powers we fail to grasp its full 
significance. The length and the breadth, 
the depth and the height, of redeeming 
love are but dimly comprehended. The 
plan of redemption will not be fully un-
derstood, even when the ransomed see 
as they are seen and know as they are 
known; but through the eternal ages, 
new truth will continually unfold to the 

wondering and delighted mind. Though 
the griefs and pains and temptations of 
earth are ended, and the cause removed, 
the people of God will ever have a dis-
tinct, intelligent knowledge of what their 
salvation has cost.  {AG 98}

(11)  WHAT WILL THE TWENTY-
FOUR ELDERS AND ALL THE 
REDEEMED CAST BEFORE THE 
THRONE OF GOD AS THEY SING 
THEIR SONGS OF PRAISE?

Revelation 4:10, 11

The cross of Christ will be the science 
and the song of the redeemed through 
all eternity. In Christ glorified they will 
behold Christ crucified. Never will it 
be forgotten that He whose power cre-
ated and upheld the unnumbered worlds 
through the vast realms of space--the 
Beloved of God, the Majesty of heaven, 
He whom cherub and shining seraph 
delighted to adore--humbled Himself to 
uplift fallen man; that He bore the guilt 
and shame of sin, and the hiding of His 
Father’s face, till the woes of a lost world 
broke His heart, and crushed out His life 
on Calvary’s cross. That the Maker of 
all worlds, the Arbiter of all destinies, 
should lay aside His glory and humili-
ate Himself from love to man will ever 
excite the wonder and adoration of the 
universe. As the nations of the saved 
look upon their Redeemer and behold 
the eternal glory of the Father shining 
in His countenance; as they behold His 
throne, which is from everlasting to ev-
erlasting, and know that His kingdom 
is to have no end, they break forth in 
rapturous song: “Worthy, worthy, is 
the Lamb that was slain, and hath re-
deemed us to God, by His own most 
precious blood!” {AG 98}
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Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: _________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

As I grow in knowledge of the 
treatment that Christ endured 
both physically and mentally 
for me I see His love is without 
parallel as He took my place as 
the guilty sinner.  

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I choose to look always to 
Christ keeping my eye of faith 
fixed on Him and trust Him to 
be the Author and Finisher of 
my faith in Him.  

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I am amazed how the plan of 
redemption so clearly reveals 
both the justice and love of God. 
That He would send His Son to 
redeem a hopeless sinner like 
me at such a high price is truly 
an expression of incomprehen-
sible love. In calvary I see the 

perfect balance of righteous-
ness, justice, and mercy.

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

Like Paul, I choose to dwell on 
the marvelous theme of Christ 
crucified and tell the world of 
His tremendous love for them.

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I look forward to spending 
eternity at the feet of Jesus 
ever searching and ever learn-
ing in effort to comprehend 
God’s love.  

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I long for the day that I can 
cast my crown at the feet of 
Jesus in awe of His love.   

Circle:     Yes      Undecided
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(1) AS WE SEARCH SCRIPTURE 
FOR TRUTH AND LEARN OF 
CHRIST’S REDEEMING LOVE, 
LIKE THE DISCIPLES ON THE 
ROAD TO EMMAUS, WHAT WILL 
BE THE RESULT?	  

Luke 24:32

Related Texts: John 8:32; Jeremiah 
15:16; Psalm 104:34

Truth in Christ and through Christ is 
measureless. The student of Scripture 

looks, as it were, into a fountain that 
deepens and broadens as he gazes into 
its depths. Not in this life shall we com-
prehend the mystery of God’s love in 
giving His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. The work of our Redeemer on 
this earth is and ever will be a subject that 
will put to the stretch our highest imagi-
nation. Man may tax every mental power 
in the endeavor to fathom this mystery, 
but his mind will become faint and wea-
ry. The most diligent searcher will see be-
fore him a boundless, shoreless sea. 

The truth as it is in Jesus can be expe-
rienced, but never explained. Its height 
and breadth and depth pass our knowl-
edge. We may task our imagination to 
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sacrifice made by Christ in behalf of fall-
en man could express the Father’s love 
to lost humanity. 

“God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only-begotten Son.” He gave Him 
not only to live among men, to bear their 
sins, and die their sacrifice. He gave Him 
to the fallen race. Christ was to identify 
Himself with the interests and needs of 
humanity. He who was one with God has 
linked Himself with the children of men 
by ties that are never to be broken. Jesus 
is “not ashamed to call them brethren” 
(Hebrews 2:11); He is our Sacrifice, our 
Advocate, our Brother, bearing our hu-
man form before the Father’s throne, and 
through eternal ages one with the race 
He has redeemed--the Son of man. And 
all this that man might be uplifted from 
the ruin and degradation of sin that he 
might reflect the love of God and share 
the joy of holiness. {SC 14}

(3)  AS WE EVEN ATTEMPT TO 
COMPREHEND THE MASTER 
ARTIST’S GIFTS IN NATURE 
AND HIS INDIVIDUAL CARE FOR 
EACH OF US, LIKE KING DAVID, 
WHAT WILL BE OUR RESPONSE?

Psalm 139:6

Related Texts: Psalm 139:1-5, 17; 
Isaiah 55:9 

In the world to come Christ will lead the 
redeemed beside the river of life and will 
teach them wonderful lessons of truth. 
He will unfold to them the mysteries 
of nature. They will see that a master 
hand holds the world in position. They 

the utmost, and then we shall see only 
dimly the outlines of a love that is unex-
plainable, that is as high as heaven, but 
that stooped to the earth to stamp the im-
age of God on all mankind. 

Yet it is possible for us to see all that we 
can bear of the divine compassion. This 
is unfolded to the humble, contrite soul. 
We shall understand God’s compassion 
just in proportion as we appreciate His 
sacrifice for us. As we search the word 
of God in humility of heart, the grand 
theme of redemption will open to our 
research. It will increase in brightness as 
we behold it, and as we aspire to grasp 
it, its height and depth will ever increase. 
{COL 128-129}

(2) WHEN ALL HOPE WAS LOST, 
WHAT AMAZING THING DID 
CHRIST DO THAT REVEALED 
BOTH HIS AND THE FATHER’S 
GREAT LOVE FOR US?	

John 10:17

Related Texts: John 10:15; Hebrews 
2:9; Isaiah 53:7-12

When all hope was excluded from Adam 
and Eve in consequence of transgres-
sion and sin, when justice demanded the 
death of the sinner, Christ gave Himself 
to be a sacrifice for the sin of the world. 
The world was under condemnation. 
Christ became substitute and surety for 
man. {FE 283}

None but the Son of God could accom-
plish our redemption; for only He who 
was in the bosom of the Father could de-
clare Him. Only He who knew the height 
and depth of the love of God could make 
it manifest. Nothing less than the infinite 
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will behold the skill displayed by the 
great Artist in coloring the flowers of 
the field, and will learn of the purposes 
of the merciful Father, who dispenses 
every ray of light, and with the holy an-
gels the redeemed will acknowledge in 
songs of grateful praise God’s supreme 
love to an unthankful world. Then it 
will be understood that “God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” {ML 361}

(4) WHAT DOES CHRIST DO TO 
PREPARE THE HEART OF EVERY 
CHILD OF GOD ON EARTH TO 
RECEIVE THE AMAZING GIFT 
OF SALVATION THAT HE OF-
FERS? 

John 12:32

Related Texts: Mark 2:17; John 6:44

Christ came to manifest the love of God 
to the world, to draw the hearts of all men 
to Himself. He said, “And I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me” (John 12:32). The first step toward 
salvation is to respond to the drawing of 
the love of Christ. {1SM 323}

(5) WHAT IS THE GIFT GOD GIVES 
US THROUGH CHRIST THAT, IF 
WE ACCEPT, ALLOWS HIM TO IM-
PART HIS PEACE AND FORGIVE-
NESS AND LEAD IN OUR LIVES?	  

Acts 5:31

Related Texts: Acts 11:18; Ezekiel 
36:26-32

...God sends message after message to 
men, entreating them to repentance, 
that He may forgive, and write pardon 
against their names. Shall there be no 
repentance? Shall His appeals be un-
heeded? Shall His overtures of mercy be 
ignored, and His love utterly rejected? 
Oh, then man will cut himself off from 
the medium through which he may gain 
life eternal; for God only pardons the 
penitent! By the manifestation of His 
love, by the entreating of His Spirit, 
He woos men to repentance; for repen-
tance is the gift of God, and whom He 
pardons He first makes penitent. The 
sweetest joy comes to man through his 
sincere repentance toward God for the 
transgression of His law, and through 
faith in Christ as the sinner’s Redeemer 
and Advocate. It is that men may under-
stand the joy of forgiveness, the peace 
of God, that Christ draws them through 
the manifestation of His love. If they 
respond to His drawing, yielding their 
hearts to His grace, He will lead them 
on step by step, to a full knowledge of 
Himself, and this is life eternal. {1SM 
323}

(6)   TO WHAT GRACIOUS INVI-
TATION FROM CHRIST MUST 
WE FIRST RESPOND BEFORE 
WE EXPERIENCE TRUE REPEN-
TANCE? 

Matthew 11:28

Related Texts: John 8:32; John 6:37

Who is desirous of becoming truly re-
pentant? What must he do?--He must 
come to Jesus, just as he is, without de-
lay. He must believe that the word of 
Christ is true, and, believing the prom-
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world rose up before Him. But divine 
love had conceived a plan whereby man 
might be redeemed. The broken law of 
God demanded the life of the sinner. In all 
the universe there was but one who could, 
in behalf of man, satisfy its claims. Since 
the divine law is as sacred as God Him-
self, only one equal with God could make 
atonement for its transgression. None but 
Christ could redeem fallen man from the 
curse of the law and bring him again into 
harmony with Heaven. Christ would take 
upon Himself the guilt and shame of sin--
sin so offensive to a holy God that it must 
separate the Father and His Son. Christ 
would reach to the depths of misery to res-
cue the ruined race. {PP 63}

(8) WHAT HAS JESUS PROMISED 
TO EVERY UNWORTHY REPEN-
TANT SINNER THAT COMES TO 
HIM?

John 6:37

Related Texts: John 6:39; 10:28, 29

But many feel that they lack faith, 
and therefore they remain away from 
Christ. Let these souls, in their helpless 
unworthiness, cast themselves upon the 
mercy of their compassionate Saviour. 
Look not to self, but to Christ. He who 
healed the sick and cast out demons 
when He walked among men is still the 
same mighty Redeemer. Then grasp 
His promises as leaves from the tree 
of life: “Him that cometh to Me I will 
in no wise cast out.” John 6:37. As you 
come to Him, believe that He accepts 
you, because He has promised. You can 
never perish while you do this--never. 
{MH 65}

ise, ask, that he may receive. When sin-
cere desire prompts men to pray, they 
will not pray in vain. The Lord will 
fulfill His word, and will give the Holy 
Spirit to lead to repentance toward God 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will pray and watch, and put away 
his sins, making manifest his sincerity 
by the vigor of his endeavor to obey the 
commandments of God. With prayer he 
will mingle faith, and not only believe 
in but obey the precepts of the law. He 
will announce himself as on Christ’s 
side of the question. He will renounce 
all habits and associations that tend to 
draw the heart from God. {1SM 393}

(7)  THOUGH ONLY ONE OF 
MANY, WHAT GIFT WAS CHRIST’S 
GREATEST DEMONSTRATION OF  
LOVE FOR FALLEN MAN SUFFER-
ING THE CURSE OF SIN?

Ephesians 5:2

Related Texts: John 10:11, 15; Ro-
mans 5:6-9

The fall of man filled all heaven with sor-
row. The world that God had made was 
blighted with the curse of sin and inhabit-
ed by beings doomed to misery and death. 
There appeared no escape for those who 
had transgressed the law. Angels ceased 
their songs of praise. Throughout the 
heavenly courts there was mourning for 
the ruin that sin had wrought. 

The Son of God, heaven’s glorious Com-
mander, was touched with pity for the 
fallen race. His heart was moved with in-
finite compassion as the woes of the lost 
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ent men to His Father in His righteous 
character. {1SM 341.2}

Study day and night the character of 
Christ. It was His tender compassion, 
His inexpressible, unparalleled love for 
your soul, that led Him to endure all the 
shame, the revilings, the abuse, the mis-
apprehensions of earth. Approach nearer 
Him, behold His hands and His feet, 
bruised and wounded for our transgres-
sions. “The chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed.” 

Lose no time, let not another day pass 
into eternity, but just as you are, what-
ever your weakness, your unworthiness, 
your neglect, delay not to come now.... 
The call of Jesus to come to Him, the 
presentation of a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away, the life, the eternal life 
that measures with the life of God, has 
not been of sufficient inducement to lead 
you to serve Him with your undivided 
affections. {TMK 56}

(10)  FOR WHOM DID CHRIST 
BEAR THE OVERWHELMING, 
AGONIZING CURSE OF SIN?

1 John 2:2

Related Texts: John 1:29; 4:42; Isa-
iah 53:6

Man has not been made a sin-bearer, 
and he will never know the horror of the 
curse of sin which the Saviour bore. No 
sorrow can bear any comparison with 
the sorrow of Him whom the wrath of 
God fell with overwhelming force. Hu-
man nature can endure but a limited 
amount of test and trial. The finite can 

...When the repenting sinner comes to 
Christ, conscious of his guilt and unwor-
thiness, realizing that he is deserving of 
punishment, but relying on the mercy 
and love of Christ, he will not be turned 
away. The pardoning love of God is ap-
propriated, and joyful gratitude springs 
up in his heart for the infinite compas-
sion and love of his Saviour. That pro-
vision was made for him in the coun-
cils of heaven before the foundation of 
the world, that Christ should take upon 
Himself the penalty of man’s transgres-
sion and impute to him His righteous-
ness, overwhelms him with amazement. 
{OHC 78}

(9) THROUGH WHAT ACT OF 
TENDER COMPASSION DID 
CHRIST REVEAL HIS INEX-
PRESSIBLE, UNPARALLELED 
LOVE FOR EACH OF US?

1 John 3:16

Related Texts: 1 John 4:9, 10; John 6:51, 
57; 10:15

When the mind is drawn to the cross of 
Calvary, Christ by imperfect sight is dis-
cerned on the shameful cross. Why did 
He die? In consequence of sin. What is 
sin? The transgression of the law. Then 
the eyes are open to see the character of 
sin. The law is broken but cannot pardon 
the transgressor. It is our schoolmaster, 
condemning to punishment. Where is 
the remedy? The law drives us to Christ, 
who was hanged upon the cross that He 
might be able to impart His righteous-
ness to fallen, sinful man and thus pres-
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yet sinners” He died for us. He does 
not treat us according to our desert. Al-
though our sins have merited condem-
nation, He does not condemn us. Year 
after year He has borne with our weak-
ness and ignorance, with our ingratitude 
and waywardness. Notwithstanding our 
wanderings, our hardness of heart, our 
neglect of His Holy Word, His hand is 
stretched out still. 

Grace is an attribute of God exercised to-
ward undeserving human beings. We did 
not seek for it, but it was sent in search 
of us. God rejoices to bestow His grace 
upon us, not because we are worthy, 
but because we are so utterly unworthy. 
Our only claim to His mercy is our great 
need. {MH 161}

(12)  WHEN THE AMAZING GIFT 
OF THE CROSS IN THE GOS-
PEL MESSAGE IS PREACHED, 
WHOSE ATTENTION DOES IT 
DRAW?

1 Peter 1:12

The plan of redemption, by which the 
merciful divine-human Redeemer res-
cued man from the thralldom of sin, is 
beyond the comprehension of men or 
of angels. It is indeed a mystery so sur-
passing, so grand, so sublime, that we 
can never hope fully to understand it. 

Christ’s sacrifice for fallen man has 
no parallel. It is the most exalted, sa-
cred theme on which we can meditate. 
Every heart that is enlightened by the 
grace of God is constrained to bow 
with inexpressible gratitude and adora-
tion before the Redeemer for His infi-
nite sacrifice. {HP 14}

only endure the finite measure, and hu-
man nature succumbs; but the nature of 
Christ had a greater capacity for suffer-
ing; for the human existed in the divine 
nature, and created a capacity for suffer-
ing to endure that which resulted from 
the sins of a lost world. The agony which 
Christ endured, broadens, deepens, and 
gives a more extended conception of the 
character of sin, and the character of the 
retribution which God will bring upon 
those who continue in sin. The wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ to the repenting, 
believing sinner (MS 35, 1895).

Our Lord says, Under conviction of sin, 
remember that I died for you. When op-
pressed and persecuted and afflicted for 
My sake and the gospel’s, remember My 
love, so great that for you I gave My life. 
When your duties appear stern and se-
vere, and your burdens too heavy to bear, 
remember that for your sake I endured 
the cross, despising the shame. When 
your heart shrinks from the trying ordeal, 
remember that your Redeemer liveth to 
make intercession for you. {DA 659}

(11)  WHEN WE ARE IN WHAT 
TYPE OF CONDITION DOES THE 
LORD SO WILLINGLY DEMON-
STRATE HIS UNMERITED GIFT 
OF GRACE TO US?

Romans 5:8

Related Texts: Ephesians 2:4-7; 1 Timo-
thy 1:16

Not because we first loved Him did 
Christ love us; but “while we were 
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Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: _________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

I am thankful that Christ, the 
only One who knew the height 
and depth of the love of God, 
became one of us to reveal His 
love to us.   

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I am so thankful that Christ, the 
Son of God, was touched with 
love and pity for me and was 
willing to pay the price of the 
broken law and take my guilt 
and shame upon Himself and 
redeem me from the depths of 
my misery. 

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

As I gaze into the proverbial 
fountain of Christ’s love it 
deepens and broadens as I gaze 
into its depths. I am beginning 
to realize that it is impossible 

to comprehend the boundless, 
shoreless sea of His love. Like 
King David I must say, “Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for 
me, it is high, I cannot compre-
hend it.”

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I am very thankful for the won-
derful gift of repentance that 
makes it possible for me to 
accept Christ’s love as demon-
strated for me at the cross.

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

Through faith in Christ and 
the gift He offers I choose to 
accept His gift and I surrender 
my entire will to His leading 
in my life.

Circle:     Yes      Undecided
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(1) BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT 
LOVE FOR US, WHAT WON-
DERFUL PROMISE OF HOPE 
DID CHRIST GIVE TO HIS FOL-
LOWERS THROUGHOUT THE 
AGES?

John 14:3

Related Texts: John 14:28; 17:24; Mat-
thew 25:34

The promise of Christ’s second coming 
was ever to be kept fresh in the minds 

of His disciples. The same Jesus whom 
they had seen ascending into heaven, 
would come again, to take to Himself 
those who here below give themselves 
to His service. The same voice that had 
said to them, “Lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end,” would bid them wel-
come to His presence in the heavenly 
kingdom. 

Those who have loved Him and waited 
for Him, He will crown with glory and 
honor and immortality. The righteous 
dead will come forth from their graves, 
and those who are alive will be caught 
up with them to meet the Lord in the air. 
They will hear the voice of Jesus, sweet-
er than any music that ever fell on mortal 
ear, saying to them, Your warfare is ac-
complished. “Come, ye blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
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Christ has promised the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to His church, and the promise be-
longs to us as much as to the first dis-
ciples. But like every other promise, it 
is given on conditions. There are many 
who believe and profess to claim the 
Lord’s promise; they talk about Christ 
and about the Holy Spirit, yet receive no 
benefit. They do not surrender the soul to 
be guided and controlled by the divine 
agencies. We cannot use the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit is to use us. Through the Spirit 
God works in His people “to will and to 
do of His good pleasure.” Phil. 2:13. But 
many will not submit to this. They want 
to manage themselves. This is why they 
do not receive the heavenly gift. Only to 
those who wait humbly upon God, who 
watch for His guidance and grace, is the 
Spirit given. The power of God awaits 
their demand and reception. This prom-
ised blessing, claimed by faith, brings 
all other blessings in its train. It is given 
according to the riches of the grace of 
Christ, and He is ready to supply every 
soul according to the capacity to receive. 
{DA 672}

There is no limit to the usefulness of the 
one who, putting self aside, makes room 
for the working of the Holy Spirit upon 
his heart and lives a life wholly conse-
crated to God. {8T 19}

(4) WHAT PRECIOUS GIFT DOES 
CHRIST PROMISE TO GIVE US 
IF WE WELCOME HIM AS AN 
ABIDING GUEST IN OUR LIFE?

John 14:27

Related Texts: John 16:33; Psalm 29:11; 
Galatian 5:22; Ephesians 2:16-18; Luke 
1:79

you from the foundation of the world.” 
Matthew 25;34. {AA 33-34}

(2) WHOM HAS CHRIST PROM-
ISED TO SEND TO BE OUR COM-
FORT AND CONTINUALLY ABIDE 
IN US UNTIL HIS RETURN?

John 14:16

Related Texts: John 15:26; Acts 13:52; 
Romans 5:5

The Comforter that Christ promised to 
send in His name abides with us. In the 
way that leads to the City of God there 
are no difficulties which those who trust 
in Him may not overcome. There are 
no dangers which they may not escape. 
There is not a sorrow, not a grievance, 
not a human weakness, for which He has 
not provided a remedy. 

None need abandon themselves to dis-
couragement and despair. Satan may 
come to you with the cruel suggestion, 
“Yours is a hopeless case. You are irre-
deemable.” But there is hope for you in 
Christ. God does not bid us overcome 
in our own strength. He asks us to come 
close to His side. Whatever difficul-
ties we labor under, which weigh down 
soul and body, He waits to make us free. 
{MH 249}

(3) TO WHOM WILL BE GIVEN 
THE FULLEST MEASURE OF THE 
COMFORTER (HOLY SPIRIT)?

Acts 5:32

Related Texts: John 16:7-14



77

Indescribable Love Bible Study Guide

not puffed up, doth not behave itself 
unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not 
provoked, taketh not account of evil; 
rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but re-
joiceth with the truth; beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. Love never faileth.” 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8, R.V. 

Happiness drawn from earthly sources 
is as changeable as varying circum-
stances can make it; but the peace of 
Christ is a constant and abiding peace. 
It does not depend upon any circum-
stances in life, on the amount of worldly 
goods or the number of earthly friends. 
Christ is the fountain of living water, 
and happiness drawn from Him can 
never fail. {MB 16}

(6) TO Whom does THE LORD 
GIVE THE PROMISE TO KEEP   
IN PERFECT PEACE?

Isaiah 26:3

Related Texts: Romans 5:1; 3:17, 18; 
Isaiah 59:8

Men and women enjoying the religion 
(relationship) of Jesus Christ will not be 
uneasy, restless, discontented, change-
able; the peace of Christ in the heart will 
give solidity to character. 

You must not let anything rob your soul 
of peace, of restfulness, of the assurance 
that you are accepted just now. Appropri-
ate every promise; all are yours on condi-
tion of your complying with the Lord’s 
prescribed terms. Entire surrender of 
your ways, which seem so very wise, and 
taking Christ’s ways, is the secret of per-
fect rest in His love. 

When we receive Christ as an abid-
ing guest in the soul, the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, will 
keep our hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. The Saviour’s life on earth, 
though lived in the midst of conflict, 
was a life of peace. While angry en-
emies were constantly pursuing Him, 
He said, “He that sent Me is with Me: 
the Father hath not left Me alone; for I 
do always those things that please Him.” 
John 8:29. No storm of human or satanic 
wrath could disturb the calm of that per-
fect communion with God. And He says 
to us, “Peace I leave with you, My peace 
I give unto you.” “Take My yoke upon 
you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest.” 
John 14:27; Matthew 11:29. Bear with 
Me the yoke of service for the glory of 
God and the uplifting of humanity, and 
you will find the yoke easy and the bur-
den light. {MB 15.2}

(5)    FOLLOWING CHRIST’S EX-
AMPLE in this verse, WHAT 
MUST WE REMEMBER ABOUT 
SELF SO THAT IT DOESN’T  
DESTROY OUR PEACE?

	
John 5:30

Related Texts: John 15:5; 14:10; 8:28

It is the love of self that destroys our 
peace. While self is all alive, we stand 
ready continually to guard it from mor-
tification and insult; but when we are 
dead, and our life is hid with Christ 
in God, we shall not take neglects or 
slights to heart. We shall be deaf to re-
proach and blind to scorn and insult. 
“Love suffereth long, and is kind; love 
envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is 
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by faith grasp the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ. We will cultivate the virtues that 
dwell in Jesus, that we may reflect to 
others a representation of His character. 
When we look at the cross of Calvary, 
we will not exalt self, but keep con-
stantly in view our unworthiness and 
how much our salvation cost heaven; 
we will discern Christ’s matchless love. 
{TDG 261}

(8)   If we, by conviction of 
the Holy Spirit, seek to 
comprehend the unfath-
omable dimensions and to 
know of Christ’s love, with 
what will we be filled?

Ephesians 3:18, 19

Related Texts: Romans 8:38, 39; Ephe-
sians 2:4-7

All the paternal love which has come 
down from generation to generation 
through the channel of human hearts, 
all the springs of tenderness which have 
opened in the souls of men, are but as 
a tiny rill to the boundless ocean when 
compared with the infinite, exhaustless 
love of God. Tongue cannot utter it; 
pen cannot portray it. You may meditate 
upon it every day of your life; you may 
search the Scriptures diligently in order 
to understand it; you may summon every 
power and capability that God has given 
you, in the endeavor to comprehend the 
love and compassion of the heavenly 
Father; and yet there is an infinity be-
yond. You may study that love for ages; 
yet you can never fully comprehend the 
length and the breadth, the depth and the 
height, of the love of God in giving His 
Son to die for the world. Eternity itself 

The soul consecrated to the service of 
Christ has a peace that the world cannot 
give or take away. {ML 176}

(7) WHAT WILL BE THE RESULT 
IF WE DWELL ON HEAVENLY 
THINGS AND CHOOSE TO AL-
LOW CHRIST TO DWELL IN OUR 
HEARTS THROUGH FAITH?

Ephesians 3:17

Related Texts: Isaiah 57:15; Romans 
8:9-11; Galatians 2:20

Remember, in Him dwelt all the fullness 
of the Godhead bodily. If Christ is abid-
ing in our hearts by faith, we shall, by 
beholding the manner of His life, seek 
to be like Jesus--pure, peaceable, and 
undefiled. We shall reveal Christ in our 
character. We will not only receive and 
absorb light but will also diffuse it. We 
will have more clear and distinct views 
of what Jesus is to us. The symmetry, 
loveliness, and benevolence that were 
in the life of Jesus Christ will be shining 
forth in our lives. {TMK 178.5}

...When Jesus is abiding in the heart by 
faith, the lessons which Christ has given 
us will be practiced. We will have such 
exalted views of Jesus Christ that self 
will be abased. Our affections will cen-
ter in Jesus, our thoughts will be strongly 
drawn heavenward. Christ will increase, 
I will decrease. 

The mind must be trained to dwell upon 
heavenly things. Humility will come as 
the result of discerning the loveliness 
of Jesus Christ. Dwelling upon Christ’s 
excellencies of character, we shall see 
the offensive character of sin and will 
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for and obtain the pure water of life, of 
which Christ is the fountain. {MB 18-19}

(10) What promise does 
Christ offer to the wea-
ry and heavy burdened if 
they will come to Him?

Matthew 11:28 

Related Texts: Matthew 11:29, 30

Jesus invites the weary and care-laden 
sons and daughters of Adam to come to 
Him, and lay on Him their heavy bur-
dens. But many who hear this invitation, 
while sighing for rest, yet press on the 
rugged path, hugging their burdens close 
to their heart. Jesus loves them, and longs 
to bear their burdens and themselves also 
in His strong arms. He would remove the 
fears and uncertainties that rob them of 
peace and rest; but they must first come 
to Him, and tell Him the secret woes of 
their heart. He invites the confidence 
of His people as the proof of their love 
for Him. The gift of the humble, trust-
ing heart is more precious to Him than 
all the wealth that riches can bestow. If 
they would only come to Him in the sim-
plicity and confidence with which a child 
would come to His parents, the divine 
touch of His hands would relieve them 
of their burdens.

Jesus, our compassionate Saviour, is the 
way, the truth, and the life. Why will we 
not accept His gracious offer of mercy, 
believe His words of promise, and not 
make the way of life so hard?… The 
ways of Christ are ways of pleasantness, 
and all His paths are peace. If we have 
made rough paths for our feet, and taken 
heavy burdens of care in laying up for 
ourselves treasures upon the earth, let us 

can never fully reveal it. Yet as we study 
the Bible and meditate upon the life of 
Christ and the plan of redemption, these 
great themes will open to our under-
standing more and more. {1MCP 251}

(9) What does Christ prom-
ise if we seek Him--the 
Bread of Life and the Liv-
ing Water?

John 6:35

Related Texts: John 6:48-51; Rev-
elation 22:17

No human agent can supply that which 
will satisfy the hunger and thirst of the 
soul. But Jesus says, “Behold, I stand 
at the door, and knock: if any man hear 
My voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with Me.” “I am the bread of 
life: he that cometh to Me shall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on Me 
shall never thirst.” Revelation 3:20; 
John 6:35. 

As we need food to sustain our physi-
cal strength, so do we need Christ, the 
Bread from heaven, to sustain spiritual 
life and impart strength to work the 
works of God. As the body is continu-
ally receiving the nourishment that sus-
tains life and vigor, so the soul must be 
constantly communing with Christ, sub-
mitting to Him and depending wholly 
upon Him. 

As the weary traveler seeks the spring in 
the desert and, finding it, quenches his 
burning thirst, so will the Christian thirst 
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says, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 26:3. 
Our lives may seem a tangle; but as we 
commit ourselves to the wise Master 
Worker, He will bring out the pattern of 
life and character that will be to His own 
glory. And that character which express-
es the glory—character—of Christ will 
be received into the Paradise of God. A 
renovated race shall walk with Him in 
white, for they are worthy.

As through Jesus we enter into rest, heav-
en begins here. We respond to His invita-
tion, Come, learn of Me, and in thus com-
ing we begin the life eternal. Heaven is 
a ceaseless approaching to God through 
Christ. The longer we are in the heaven of 
bliss, the more and still more of glory will 
be opened to us; and the more we know 
of God, the more intense will be our hap-
piness. {FLB 367}

	  

now change, and follow the path Jesus 
has prepared for us. {ST 3-17-1887}

(11) What does Christ 
promise to those who 
surrender their souls to 
His keeping?

Isaiah 26:3, 4

Related Texts: John 14:27; 16:33; Psalm 
85:7, 8

Heaven is to begin on this earth.{NP} 
Those who take Christ at His word, and 
surrender their souls to His keeping, their 
lives to His ordering, will find peace 
and quietude. Nothing of the world can 
make them sad when Jesus makes them 
glad by His presence. In perfect acqui-
escence there is perfect rest. The Lord 

I am thankful for the promise 
that Christ will one day soon 
come to welcome us home to 
inherit the kingdom He is pre-
paring for those who choose 
to be there.  

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I am so grateful that Christ 
sent the Comforter to abide 
with me and lead me to the 
city of God. I pray, by the 
grace of Christ, that I may 
be faithful that I may one day 
enter in. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

It is my decision to accept the 
promised blessing that brings 
all other blessings in its train 
and live my life wholly conse-
crated to God.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I desire the peace that Christ 
promises me and choose to 
surrender self--the destroyer 
of all peace and consecrate 
myself to the service of Christ 
which brings the peace that 
the world cannot give or take 
away.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
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(1) Since Christ so loving-
ly bought us back at so 
high A price, with what 
should we desire to bring 
Him glory?

1 Corinthians 6:20

Related Texts: 1 Corinthians 7:23; 10:31 

This is where human beings stand today. 
Christ has bought us with His life, and we 
belong to Him. All our powers, physical, 
mental, and spiritual, belong to Him; and 
to withhold from Him that which is His 
own is robbery. {HP 42}

The Lord would have us value our souls 
according to the estimate--as far as we 

can comprehend it--that Christ has placed 
upon them.... Jesus died that He might re-
deem man from eternal ruin. Then we are 
to hold ourselves as property purchased. 
“Ye are not your own.” “Ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God’s” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). All our powers 
of mind and soul and body are the Lord’s. 
Our time belongs to Him. We are to place 
ourselves in the very best possible condi-
tion to do His service, keeping constantly 
in connection with Christ, and consider-
ing daily the costly sacrifice made for us 
that we should be made the righteousness 
of God in Him. {HP 60}

(2)  What two symbolisms 
in this verse are used to 
describe the Lord’s love 
relationship with His fol-
lowers?
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Isaiah 62:5

Related Texts: Jeremiah 3:14; Romans 
7:4; Revelation 19:7-9; 2 Corinthians 11:2

In the Bible the sacred and enduring char-
acter of the relation that exists between 
Christ and His church is represented 
by the union of marriage. The Lord has 
joined His people to Himself by a sol-
emn covenant, He promising to be their 
God, and they pledging themselves to be 
His and His alone. He declares: “I will 
betroth thee unto Me forever; yea, I will 
betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, 
and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, 
and in mercies.” Hosea 2:19. And, again: 
“I am married unto you.” Jeremiah 3:14. 
And Paul employs the same figure in the 
New Testament when he says: “I have 
espoused you to one husband, that I may 
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” 
2 Corinthians 11:2. {GC 381}

(3) If we allow Jesus Christ 
as Lord of our life, what 
does Scripture promise we 
will become through “Him 
who loved us”?

Romans 8:37

Related Texts: 1 Corinthians 15:57; 
1 John 4:4; Jude 24

Our ransom has been paid by our Sav-
iour. No one need be enslaved by Satan. 
Christ stands before us as our all-pow-
erful helper. “In all things it behoved 
him to be made like unto his brethren, 
that he might be a merciful and faithful 
high priest in things pertaining to God, 

to make reconciliation for the sins of 
the people. For in that he himself hath 
suffered being tempted, he is able to 
succour them that are tempted” (Heb. 
2:17, 18). 

Those who are adopted into the family 
of God are transformed by His Spirit. 
Self-indulgence and supreme love for 
self are changed for self-denial and 
supreme love for God. No man in-
herits holiness as a birthright, nor can 
he, by any methods that he can de-
vise, become loyal to God. “Without 
me,” Christ says, “ye can do nothing” 
(John 15:5). Human righteousness is as 
“filthy rags.” But with God all things 
are possible. In the strength of the Re-
deemer, weak, erring man can become 
more than conqueror over the evil that 
besets him. {1SM 309-310}

(4)   Who are considered to 
truly be ABRAHAM’S SEED 
WHICH IS spiritual “Israel”?

Galatians 3:29

Related Texts: Galatians 3:28; 3:16  

Just as Abraham “believed God, and 
it was accounted to him for righteous-
ness.” Therefore know that only those 
who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 
And the Scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel to Abraham be-
forehand, saying, “In you all the na-
tions shall be blessed.” So then those 
who are of faith are blessed with be-
lieving Abraham. Galatians 3:6-9.

The Jews claimed to have descended from 
Abraham, but by failing to do the works 
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of Abraham, they proved that they were 
not true children of his. Only those who 
are spiritually in harmony with him are 
reckoned as true descent. {TDG 183}

(5)  What beautiful three 
part REDEMPTIVE CLAIM HAS 
the Lord MADE ON THOSE 
CHOOSING TO BECOME spiri-
tual Israel?

Isaiah 43:1

Related Texts: Galatians 3:6; Psalm 
102:18; Isaiah 44:22

Of Christ’s relation to His people, there 
is a beautiful illustration in the laws 
given to Israel. When through poverty 
a Hebrew had been forced to part with 
his patrimony, and to sell himself as a 
bondservant, the duty of redeeming him 
and his inheritance fell to the one who 
was nearest of kin. See Lev. 25:25, 47-
49; Ruth 2:20. So the work of redeeming 
us and our inheritance, lost through sin, 
fell upon Him who is “near of kin” unto 
us. It was to redeem us that He became 
our kinsman. Closer than father, mother, 
brother, friend, or lover is the Lord our 
Saviour. “Fear not,” He says, “for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
name; thou art Mine.” “Since thou wast 

precious in My sight, thou hast been 
honorable, and I have loved thee: there-
fore will I give men for thee, and people 
for thy life.” Isaiah 43:1, 4. 

Christ loves the heavenly beings that 
surround His throne; but what shall ac-
count for the great love wherewith He 
has loved us? We cannot understand it, 
but we can know it true in our own ex-
perience. And if we do hold the relation 
of kinship to Him, with what tenderness 
should we regard those who are brethren 
and sisters of our Lord! Should we not 
be quick to recognize the claims of our 
divine relationship? Adopted into the 
family of God, should we not honor our 
Father and our kindred? {DA 327}

(6)  If we, with true repen-
tance, confess our sins, 
what can we have full con-
fidence Christ will do?

1 John 1:9

Related Texts: Psalm 32:5; Proverbs 
28:13

Many allow their minds to dwell upon 
their unworthiness as though this was 
a virtue. It is a hindrance to their com-
ing to Jesus in full assurance of faith. 
They should feel their unworthiness, 
and because of this--because of their 
sinfulness-- should feel the necessity 
of coming to the Saviour, who is their 
worthiness and who will be their righ-
teousness if they repent and humble 
themselves. Their unworthiness is a self-
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evident fact. Jesus Christ’s worthiness 
is a sure thing. Then let every doubting 
soul take hope and courage, because he 
has One who is worthy to be his Sav-
iour. His only hope of salvation is to lay 
hold by faith of a worthiness which he 
has not but which will be supplied by 
Jesus Christ our righteousness. {MS 21, 
Sept. 9, 1889} 

(7) When we as sinners re-
alize that our hope of 
glory is in Christ and die 
to self, like the apostle 
Paul, what will we pro-
claim?

Galatians 2:20

Related Texts: Galatians 5:24; 6:14; 
Romans 6:4-6

Christ, the precious Saviour, is to be the 
Christian’s all in all. Every holy thought, 
every pure desire, every godlike purpose, 
is from Him who is the light, the truth, 
and the way. Christ is to live in His rep-
resentatives by the Spirit of truth.… Paul 
says, “I am crucified with Christ: never-
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me” 
(Galatians 2:20).… Under the mighty 
impulse of His love He took our place in 
the universe and invited the Ruler of all 
things to treat Him as a representative of 
the human family. He identified Himself 
with our interests, bared His breast for 

the stroke of death, took man’s guilt and 
its penalty, and offered in man’s behalf a 
complete sacrifice to God. By virtue of 
this atonement He has power to offer to 
man perfect righteousness and full salva-
tion. Whosoever shall believe on Him as 
a personal Saviour shall not perish but 
have everlasting life. {HP 65}

(8) What reveals that the 
love of God is being per-
fected in us?

1 John 2:5

Related Texts: Ezekiel 36:27; Luke 
11:28; Revelation 12:17

He that abideth in Christ is perfected 
in the love of God, and his purposes, 
thoughts, words, and actions are in har-
mony with the will of God expressed in 
the commandments of His law. There 
is nothing in the heart of the man who 
abides in Christ that is at war with any 
precept of God’s law. Where the Spirit 
of Christ is in the heart, the character of 
Christ will be revealed, and there will 
be manifested gentleness under provo-
cation, and patience under trial. “Little 
children, let no man deceive you: he that 
doeth righteousness is righteous, even 
as he is righteous.” Righteousness can 
be defined only by God’s great moral 
standard, the Ten Commandments. 
There is no other rule by which to 
measure character. {RC 59.4}

(9) Because of Christ’s self-
sacrificing, self-renounc-
ing, AND redeeming love, 
what did He do to obtain 
our eternal redemption?



85

Indescribable Love Bible Study Guide

Hebrews 9:12

Related Texts: Hebrews 1:3, 4

Our little world is the lesson book of the 
universe. God’s wonderful purpose of 
grace, the mystery of redeeming love, is 
the theme into which “angels desire to 
look”, and it will be their study through-
out endless ages. Both the redeemed and 
the unfallen beings will find in the cross 
of Christ their science and their song. It 
will be seen that the glory shining in the 
face of Jesus is the glory of self-sacrific-
ing love. In the light from Calvary it will 
be seen that the law of self-renouncing 
love is the law of life for earth and heav-
en; that the love which “seeketh not her 
own” has its source in the heart of God.
{AG 45}

(10) When we accept Christ’s 
AMAZING invitation to sal-
vation, what are we NOT 
saved by and what ARE we 
saved by?  

Titus 3:5

Related Texts: Romans 3:20; Gala-
tians 2:8-10, 16; Isaiah 57:12

God desires us to trust in Him who jus-
tifieth the ungodly. His reward is given 
not according to our merit but according 
to His own purpose, “which He purposed 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Eph. 3:11. “Not 
by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved 

us.” Titus 3:5. And for those who trust in 
Him He will do “exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think.” Eph. 3:20. 

Not the amount of labor performed or 
its visible results but the spirit in which 
the work is done makes it of value with 
God. Those who came into the vineyard 
at the eleventh hour were thankful for an 
opportunity to work. Their hearts were 
full of gratitude to the one who had ac-
cepted them; and when at the close of the 
day the householder paid them for a full 
day’s work, they were greatly surprised. 
They knew they had not earned such 
wages. And the kindness expressed in 
the countenance of their employer filled 
them with joy. They never forgot the 
goodness of the householder or the gen-
erous compensation they had received. 
Thus it is with the sinner who, knowing 
his unworthiness, has entered the Mas-
ter’s vineyard at the eleventh hour. His 
time of service seems so short, he feels 
that he is undeserving of reward; but he is 
filled with joy that God has accepted him 
at all. He works with a humble, trusting 
spirit, thankful for the privilege of being 
a co-worker with Christ. This spirit God 
delights to honor. 

The Lord desires us to rest in Him with-
out a question as to our measure of re-
ward. When Christ abides in the soul, the 
thought of reward is not uppermost. This 
is not the motive that actuates our service. 
It is true that in a subordinate sense we 
should have respect to the recompense 
of reward. God desires us to appreciate 
His promised blessings. But He would 
not have us eager for rewards nor feel 
that for every duty we must receive com-
pensation. We should not be so anxious 
to gain the reward as to do what is right, 
irrespective of all gain. Love to God and 
to our fellow men should be our motive. 
{COL 397-398}
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Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: _________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

I am grateful that, through 
His blood and His righteous-
ness in me by faith, that I am 
considered the spiritual seed 
of Abraham and may become 
a conqueror and over comer.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I thank and praise the Lord 
Jesus for His great love for me 
that was so great that He paid 
the ultimate price. It is my de-
sire to bring Him glory in every 
part of my life.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

My heart is filled with love for 
Christ for valuing me so much 
that He became my redeem-
ing kinsman into the family 
of God.  

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I choose to not doubt and 
dwell on my value but rather 
on Christ’s worthiness and 
lay hold by faith on the wor-
thiness supplied by Jesus 
Christ my righteousness and 
Saviour.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
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(1) When, by God’s grace, we 
choose to abide in love, 
what is the result?

1 John 4:16

Related Texts: 1 John 4:12; 1 Corin-
thians 2:9

Whenever we maintain ourselves in the 
atmosphere of love, it follows that we 
must be maintaining ourselves in the 
presence of God. Because we dwell in 
love, we dwell in God, who is love (v. 8). 

To abide continually in the realm of love 
toward God and men, in the face of con-
trary influences, calls for spiritual stami-
na that can be sustained only by constant 
communion with the Lord. {7BC 668}

All who have tasted the joys of this mu-
tual indwelling with the God of love 
know that the reward is well worth the 
effort. Satan knows it too, and is clever 
enough not to attempt a direct denial of 
its value. Instead, he paints many lesser 
good things in glowing colors and leads 
us to center our thoughts upon them, 
even if only for a brief moment. Once he 
can thus divert our attention from God, 
he often succeeds in leading the mind 
along to harmful thoughts of self and 
others. Before we know it or even realize 
our danger, we are harboring thoughts 
of resentment, with the result that love 
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and God have both been driven from our 
hearts. It is an old technique, but it is still 
all too successful!

Our best defense is a deliberate and 
constant centering of the mind upon 
the blessings we have enjoyed at the 
hand of God (Psalm 63:6; 139:17, 18). 
The memory of what God has done for 
us, of what fellowship with Him has 
meant, is also strengthened when we 
tell others of our joys. Such testimonies 
encourage our brethren and strengthen 
our determination to maintain the con-
nection between ourselves and Heaven 
(Malachi 3:16). {MH 100}

(2)  How does the love we 
show to others reflect 
on our relationship with 
God?

1 John 4:7

Related Texts: 1 John 4:8; 2:4, 5; 3:16, 17

The life of him in whose heart Christ abides, 
will reveal practical godliness. The char-
acter will be purified, elevated, ennobled, 
and glorified. Pure doctrine will blend with 
works of righteousness; heavenly precepts 
will mingle with holy practices. 

It is the fragrance of our love for our fel-
low men that reveals our love for God. It 
is patience in service that brings rest to 
the soul. It is through humble, diligent, 
faithful toil that the welfare of Israel 
others) is promoted. God upholds and 

strengthens the one who is willing to fol-
low in Christ’s way. {AA 560}

It is the greatest and most fatal deception 
to suppose that a man can have faith unto 
life eternal, without possessing Christ-
like love for his brethren. He who loves 
God and his neighbor is filled with light 
and love. God is in him and all around 
him. Christians love those around them 
as precious souls for whom Christ has 
died. There is no such thing as a love-
less Christian; for “God is love,” and 
“hereby we do know that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments. He that 
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him.” {MS 133, 1899}

(3) To Whom does this verse 
advise us to constantly 
look in contemplation of 
mercy, immeasurable love, 
and eternal life?

Jude 21

Related Texts: Hebrews 12:1, 2; Mi-
cah 7:7

In the contemplation of Christ we lin-
ger on the shore of a love that is mea-
sureless. We endeavor to tell of this 
love, and language fails us. We con-
sider His life on earth, His sacrifice for 
us, His work in heaven as our advocate, 
and the mansions He is preparing for 
those who love Him, and we can only 
exclaim, O the height and depth of the 
love of Christ! “Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that He loved us, 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.” “Behold, what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
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us, that we should be called the sons of 
God.” 1 John 4:10; 3:1. 

In every true disciple this love, like sa-
cred fire, burns on the altar of the heart. 
It was on the earth that the love of God 
was revealed through Christ. It is on the 
earth that His children are to reflect this 
love through blameless lives. Thus sin-
ners will be led to the cross to behold the 
Lamb of God. {AA 333, 334}

(4)    What is our two part 
role in an abiding con-
nection with the Lord 
that we may stand com-
plete in His love?

James 4:7

Related Texts: Matthew 11:29, 30; 
Ephesians 6:11-18

All the plan of redemption is ex-
pressed in these precious words: “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave 
his only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Christ actually 
bore the punishment of the sins of the 
world, that His righteousness might 
be imputed to sinners, and through re-
pentance and faith they might become 
like Him in holiness of character. He 
says, “I bear the guilt of that man’s 
sins. Let Me take the punishment and 
the repenting sinner stand before Thee 
innocent.” The moment the sinner be-
lieves in Christ, he stands in the sight 
of God uncondemned; for the righ-

teousness of Christ is his: Christ’s per-
fect obedience is imputed to him. But 
he must cooperate with divine power, 
and put forth his human effort to sub-
due sin, and stand complete in Christ. 
{FE 429}

(5)   List three MORE WAYS 
JAMES GIVE that, DONE 
BY THE GRACE OF THE LORD, 
will help us STAY CONNECT-
ED IN AN ABIDING RELATION-
SHIP WITH HIM?

James 4:8

(6)  If we constantly abide 
by beholding God’s glory 
[His character of love], by 
the Spirit of the Lord, into 
what will we be changed?

2 Corinthians 3:18

Related Texts: Romans 12:2; Titus 
3:5, 6

The manifestation of God’s love, His 
mercy and His goodness, and the work 
of the Holy Spirit upon the heart to en-
lighten and renew it, place us, through 
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faith, in so close connection with Christ 
that, having a clear conception of His 
character, we are able to discern the mas-
terly deceptions of Satan. Looking unto 
Jesus and trusting in His merits we ap-
propriate the blessings of light, of peace, 
of joy in the Holy Ghost. And in view 
of the great things which Christ has done 
for us, we are ready to exclaim: “Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath be-
stowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God.” 

Brethren and sisters, it is by beholding 
that we become changed. By dwelling 
upon the love of God and our Saviour, 
by contemplating the perfection of the 
divine character and claiming the righ-
teousness of Christ as ours by faith, we 
are to be transformed into the same im-
age. Then let us not gather together all 
the unpleasant pictures--the iniquities 
and corruptions and disappointments, 
the evidences of Satan’s power--to 
hang in the halls of our memory, to talk 
over and mourn over until our souls are 
filled with discouragement. A discour-
aged soul is a body of darkness, not 
only failing himself to receive the light 
of God, but shutting it away from oth-
ers. Satan loves to see the effect of the 
pictures of his triumphs, making hu-
man beings faithless and disheartened. 
{5T 744}

(7) When we love and trust 
God enough to submit our 
will totally to His will, 
what is the result?

1 John 2:17

Related Texts: Psalm 143:10; Mat-
thew 7:21; John 7:17; Romans 12:2

Pure religion has to do with the will. 
The will is the governing power in the 
nature of man, bringing all the other 
faculties under its sway. The will is not 
the taste or the inclination, but it is the 
deciding power, which works in the 
children of men unto obedience to God, 
or unto disobedience.…

You cannot control your impulses, your 
emotions, as you may desire, but you 
can control the will, and you can make 
an entire change in your life. By yield-
ing up your will to Christ, you will be 
hid with Christ in God, and allied to the 
power which is above all principalities 
and powers. You will have strength 
from God that will hold you fast to 
His strength; and a new light, even the 
light of living faith, will be possible to 
you. But your will must cooperate with 
God’s will.

By steadfastly keeping the will on the 
Lord’s side, you will bring every emo-
tion … into captivity to the will of Je-
sus. You will then find your feet on solid 
rock. It will take, at times, every particle 
of willpower that you possess, but it is 
God that is working for you, and you 
will come forth from the molding pro-
cess a vessel unto honor. {RC 294}

(8) What must we know, 
love and have abiding in 
us to be able to abide in 
the Father and His Son 
Jesus?

1 John 2:21, 24
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Related Texts: 1 John 3:18; 1 Peter 
1:22; Ephesians 4:15; 2 Thessalonians 
2:10

The Bible is not studied as much as it 
should be; it is not made the rule of life. 
Were its precepts conscientiously fol-
lowed, and made the basis of character, 
there would be steadfastness of purpose 
that no business speculations or worldly 
pursuits could seriously influence. A 
character thus formed, and supported 
by the Word of God, will abide the day 
of trial, of difficulties, and dangers. The 
conscience must be enlightened, and the 
life sanctified by the love of the truth 
received into the heart, before the influ-
ence will be saving upon the world.

What is needed is men of action for the 
time, prompt, determined, firm as a rock 
to principle, and prepared to meet any 
emergency. Why we are so weak, why 
there are so many irresponsible men 
among us, is because they do not con-
nect with God; they have not an indwell-
ing Saviour, and do not feel the love of 
Christ ever fresh and new.… No earthly 
relationship is as strong as this love. 
Nothing can compare with it. {RH, Au-
gust 28, 1879}

(9) When we are truly abid-
ing in God’s love, how will 
our love be manifested?

1 John 3:17, 18

Related Texts: James 2:16; 3:11, 12; 
Proverbs 3:27, 28

Every individual, by his own act, either 
puts Christ from him by refusing to cher-

ish His spirit and follow His example, 
or he enters into a personal union with 
Christ by self-renunciation, faith, and 
obedience. We must, each for himself, 
choose Christ, because He has first cho-
sen us. This union with Christ is to be 
formed by those who are naturally at en-
mity with Him. It is a relation of utter de-
pendence, to be entered into by a proud 
heart. This is close work, and many who 
profess to be followers of Christ know 
nothing of it. They nominally accept the 
Saviour, but not as the sole ruler of their 
hearts. {FLB 135}

(10)  Because of His great 
love for us, what has God 
given that we can “hide” 
in our heart to inspire  
and equip us for victory 
over sin?

Psalm 119:11

Related Texts: Colossians 3:16; 1 John 
2:14

The Word of God in the heart both in-
spires and equips the soldier of the cross 
to fight the good fight (see on Eph. 
6:17). It reveals the fallen state of man, 
the craft and malice of Satan, the sav-
ing power of Christ exerted through the 
Holy Spirit, the high standard men are 
to reach through devotion to it, and the 
glorious reward of the overcomer. The 
Saviour Himself used the written Word 
in His struggle with the tempter (Matt. 
4:1–11). Fighting man’s battle as a man, 
the Saviour had no keener weapon than 
the words which the Holy Spirit had in-
spired for just such occasions (Matt. 4:4, 
7, 10). It is only as Christians follow 
Christ’s example, filling their memory 
with God’s precious Word and following 
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its counsel, that they can gain the victory 
over self and sin. {7BC 641}

(11) How can we know that 
God’s love is being per-
fected in us and that we 
are truly abiding in Him?

1 John 2:5, 6

Related Texts: 1 John 2:3, 4; Proverbs 
8:32-36; Revelation 12:17; John 15:10

We do not earn salvation by our obedi-
ence; for salvation is the free gift of God, 
to be received by faith. But obedience 
is the fruit of faith. “Ye know that He 
was manifested to take away our sins; 
and in Him is no sin. Whosoever abi-
deth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sin-
neth hath not seen Him, neither known 
Him.” 1 John 3:5, 6. Here is the true test. 
If we abide in Christ, if the love of God 
dwells in us, our feelings, our thoughts, 
our purposes, our actions, will be in har-
mony with the will of God as expressed 
in the precepts of His holy law. “Little 
children, let no man deceive you: he that 
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as 
He is righteous.” 1 John 3:7. Righteous-
ness is defined by the standard of God’s 
holy law, as expressed in the ten precepts 
given on Sinai. {SC 61}

(12) If we abide in the love 
of the Lord moment by mo-
ment, what promise can 
we claim?

1 John 3:6

Related Texts: 1 John 3;9; 2:28; John 
15:4-7

“Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin.” He feels that he is the 
purchase of the blood of Christ and 
bound by the most solemn vows to 
glorify God in his body and in his 
spirit, which are God’s. The love of 
sin and the love of self are subdued in 
him. He daily asks: “What shall I ren-
der unto the Lord for all His benefits 
toward me?” “Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do?” The true Christian 
will never complain that the yoke of 
Christ is galling to the neck. He ac-
counts the service of Jesus as the tru-
est freedom. The law of God is his de-
light. Instead of seeking to bring down 
the divine commands, to accord with 
his deficiencies, he is constantly striv-
ing to rise to the level of their perfec-
tion. {5T 220-221}

This spiritual relation can be established 
only by the exercise of personal faith. 
This faith must express on our part su-
preme preference, perfect reliance, entire 
consecration. Our will must be wholly 
yielded to the divine will, our feelings, 
desires, interests, and honor identified 
with the prosperity of Christ’s kingdom 
and the honor of His cause, we constant-
ly receiving grace from Him, and Christ 
accepting gratitude from us. {5T 229}

(13) As we drawn nearer 
to Christ and realize 
that we fall short, what 
promise has He given us 
that we can claim?

Philippians 1:6

Related Texts: Philippians 2:13: 1 
John 1:9; Hebrews 8:10
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There are those who have known the 
pardoning love of Christ and who really 
desire to be children of God, yet they 
realize that their character is imperfect, 
their life faulty, and they are ready to 
doubt whether their hearts have been 
renewed by the Holy Spirit. To such I 
would say, Do not draw back in despair. 
We shall often have to bow down and 
weep at the feet of Jesus because of our 
shortcomings and mistakes, but we are 
not to be discouraged. Even if we are 
overcome by the enemy, we are not cast 
off, not forsaken and rejected of God. 
No; Christ is at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us. 
Said the beloved John, “These things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if 
any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 1 
John 2:1. And do not forget the words of 
Christ, “The Father Himself loveth you.” 
John 16:27. He desires to restore you to 
Himself, to see His own purity and ho-
liness reflected in you. And if you will 
but yield yourself to Him, He that hath 
begun a good work in you will carry it 
forward to the day of Jesus Christ. Pray 

more fervently; believe more fully. As 
we come to distrust our own power, let 
us trust the power of our Redeemer, and 
we shall praise Him who is the health of 
our countenance. {SC 64-65}

(14) If we accept Christ’s 
love and allow Him in 
our life, what wonder-
ful assurance does this 
text give us about our 
eternal life?

1 John 5:12, 13

Related Texts: 1 John 2:23; John 
1:12; 3:36

To have the Son means so to believe on Him 
that He becomes to us all that His name im-
plies: a Saviour, a Lord, One anointed to be 
our King (see on John 1:12; 5:24). It means 
to have Christ dwelling in the heart as the 
supremely honored Guest (see on Gal. 2:20; 
Eph. 3:17; Rev. 3:20). {7BC 677}

It is my desire to dwell in the 
atmosphere of love which is in 
God’s presence.  

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

It is my desire for God to input 
His love into me that I may truly 
love others in a real practical 
way. I want the fragrance of love 
to be revealed in my humble, 
diligent, and faithful compas-
sion and service for others. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I choose to look constantly to 
Christ in contemplation of His 
mercy, immeasurable love and 
so thankful for the gift of eternal 
life He has provided for me.  

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I choose to surrender my will 
totally to the Lord that He may 
abide in me and live out His 
righteousness of loving Him 
and other s within me.  

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
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(1) What did Christ do for 
the joy of our salvation 
and to win our love?

Hebrews 12:2

Related Texts: 1 John 4:19; John 3:16, 
17; 1 Peter 3:18

The cross of Calvary appeals to us 
in power, affording a reason why we 
should love our Saviour, and why we 

should make Him first and last and best 
in everything. We should take our fitting 
place in humble penitence at the foot of 
the cross. Here, as we see our Saviour 
in agony, the Son of God dying, the just 
for the unjust, we may learn lessons of 
meekness and lowliness of mind. Be-
hold Him who with one word could 
summon legions of angels to His assis-
tance, a subject of jest and merriment, 
of reviling and hatred. He gives Himself 
a sacrifice for sin. When reviled, He 
threatens not; when falsely accused, He 
opens not His mouth. He prays on the 
cross for His murderers. He is dying for 
them; He is paying an infinite price for 
every one of them. He bears the penalty 
of man’s sins without a murmur. And 
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this uncomplaining victim is the Son of 
God. His throne is from everlasting, and 
His kingdom shall have no end.

Come, you who are seeking your own 
pleasure in forbidden joys and sinful in-
dulgences, you who are scattering from 
Christ, look upon the cross of Calvary; 
behold the royal victim suffering on your 
account, and while you have opportunity 
be wise, and seek the fountain of life and 
true happiness. Come, you who complain 
and murmur at the little inconveniences 
and the few trials you must meet in this 
life, look on Jesus, the author and finisher 
of your faith. He turned from His royal 
throne, His high command, and, laying 
aside His divinity, clothed Himself with 
humanity. For our sakes He was rejected 
and despised; He became poor that we 
through His poverty might be made rich. 
Can you, beholding by the eye of faith 
the sufferings of Christ, tell your trials, 
your tale of woe? {LHU 233}

(2) What DOES JOHN ADMON-
ISH US TO “BEHOLD” AND IS 
THE FIRST STEP IN falling in 
love with God?

1 John 3:1

Related Texts: John 1:12; Romans 
8:14-16

When we seek for appropriate language 
in which to describe the love of God, 
we find words too tame, too weak, too 
far beneath the theme, and we lay down 
our pen and say, “No, it cannot be de-
scribed.” We can only do as did the be-
loved disciple, and say, “Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the 

sons of God.” In attempting any descrip-
tion of this love, we feel that we are as in-
fants lisping their first words. Silently we 
may adore; for silence in this matter is 
the only eloquence. This love is past all 
language to describe. It is the mystery of 
God in the flesh, God in Christ, and di-
vinity in humanity. Christ bowed down 
in unparalleled humility, that in His ex-
altation to the throne of God, He might 
also exalt those who believe in Him, to 
a seat with Him upon His throne. All 
who look upon Jesus in faith that the 
wounds and bruises that sin has made 
will be healed in Him, shall be made 
whole. {FE 179.4}

(3) What is the second and 
third step in discerning 
God’s love for us so that 
we may fall in love with 
Him?  

1 John 4:16

Related Texts: 1 John 3:16; Psalm 
31:19; 36:7-10

The one thing essential for us in order 
that we may receive and impart the for-
giving love of God is to know and be-
lieve the love that He has to us. 1 John 
4:16. Satan is working by every decep-
tion he can command, in order that we 
may not discern that love. He will lead 
us to think that our mistakes and trans-
gressions have been so grievous that 
the Lord will not have respect unto our 
prayers and will not bless and save us. In 
ourselves we can see nothing but weak-
ness, nothing to recommend us to God, 
and Satan tells us that it is of no use; we 
cannot remedy our defects of character. 
When we try to come to God, the en-
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emy will whisper, It is of no use for you 
to pray; did not you do that evil thing? 
Have you not sinned against God and 
violated your own conscience? But we 
may tell the enemy that “the blood of Je-
sus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.” 1 John 1:7. When we feel that we 
have sinned and cannot pray, it is then 
the time to pray. Ashamed we may be 
deeply humbled, but we must pray and 
believe. “This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Je-
sus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief.” 1 Timothy 1:15. 
Forgiveness, reconciliation with God, 
comes to us, not as a reward for our 
works, it is not bestowed because of the 
merit of sinful men, but it is a gift unto 
us, having in the spotless righteousness 
of Christ its foundation for bestowal. 
{MB 115.1}

(4) If we allow Him, what 
has Christ promised to do 
to our stone cold hearts 
so that we may have the 
capacity to love Him and 
others?

Ezekiel 36:26

Related Texts: Jeremiah 31:33; 32:39, 
40; Deuteronomy 30:6; Ezekiel 11:19-
21

The grace of Jesus Christ alone can 
change the heart of stone to a heart of 
flesh, and make it alive unto God. Men 
may perform great deeds in the eyes of 
the world; their achievements may be 
many and of a high order in the sight of 
men, but all the talent, all the skill, all the 
ability of the world will fail to transform 
the character and make a degraded child 
of sin a child of God, an heir of heaven. 
Men have no power to justify the soul, 
to sanctify the heart. Moral disease can-
not be healed save through the power of 
the great Physician. The highest gift of 
heaven, even the Only-begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth, is alone 
able to redeem the lost. What gratitude, 
what love, should fill our hearts as we 
contemplate the love of God! The heart 
should be softened and subdued as we 
meditate upon the risk that Jesus took 
in order that man might be elevated and 
restored. The world’s Redeemer endured 
sufferings commensurate to all the guilt 
of a lost world. The sacrifice of Christ on 
Calvary’s cross is a consideration that 
surpasses all the overwhelming power 
of sin; and when a sense of sin presses 
upon the heart of the sinner, and the bur-
den seems intolerable, Jesus invites him 
to look to him and live. There is power in 
Christ to cleanse the soul. “Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord; 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  
{ST, May 2, 1892 par. 8}

(5) W hat  promise        can   
we claim if we diligently 
seek God?

Proverbs 8:17
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Related Texts: Jeremiah 29:13; Deu-
teronomy 4:29-31; Matthew 6:33, 34

Seek me early. This means to seek so dil-
igently that one rises early in the morn-
ing to press the search. Because of the 
distractions of worldly affairs, and the 
deceitfulness of the human heart, perse-
vering diligence is required to maintain 
a saving relationship with true wisdom 
and with God. {3BC 972}

(6) What means more to 
God then offerings and 
sacrifices, and is our high-
est calling and privilege?

Mark 12:33

Related Texts: Deuteronomy 10:12; 
11:13; 13:3; Joshua 22:5; Mark 12:30; 
Luke 10:27

To love God in the sense here stated and 
implied is to dedicate to His service one’s 
entire being, the affections, the life, the 
physical powers, and the intellect. This 
kind of “love” is “the fulfilling of the 
law” (Rom. 13:10), the kind of “love” in 
which a person will abide when he sets 
out, by the grace of Christ, to “keep” the 
“commandments” of Christ (John 14:15; 

15:9, 10). In fact, God sent His Son into 
the world with the specific purpose of 
making it possible for us to keep “the 
law” in this sense and in this spirit. It is 
thus that “the righteousness of the law” 
is to be “fulfilled in us” (Rom. 8:3, 4). He 
who truly “knows” God will keep “his 
commandments” because the “love” of 
God is “perfected” in him (1 John 2:4–6) 
{5BC 782}

To love Him, the infinite, the omniscient 
one, with the whole strength and mind 
and heart, means the highest develop-
ment of every power. It means that in 
the whole being—the body, the mind, as 
well as the soul—the image of God is to 
be restored. {RC 51}

(7)    What is the greatest 
demonstration of our love 
that can be given for the 
amazing sacrifice Christ 
has made for us?

John 14:21

Related Texts: John 14:15; 1 John 5:3

Christ attaches a weight of importance 
to the obedience of His people to the 
commandments of God. They are to 
have an intelligent knowledge of them, 
and bring them into their daily life. Man 
cannot keep the commandments of God, 
only as he is in Christ, and Christ in him. 
And it is not possible for him to be in 
Christ, having light on His command-
ments, while disregarding the least of 
them. By steadfast, willing obedience to 
His word, they evidence their love for 
the Sent of God. 
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Not to keep the commandments of God 
is not to love Him. None will keep the 
law of God unless they love Him who 
is the only begotten of the Father. And 
nonetheless surely; if they love Him, 
they will express that love by obedi-
ence to Him. All who love Christ will be 
loved of the Father, and He will mani-
fest Himself to them. In all their emer-
gencies and perplexities they will have a 
helper in Jesus Christ. {TDG 142}

Let a living faith run like threads of 
gold through the performance of even 
the smallest duties. Then all the daily 
work will promote Christian growth. 
There will be a continual looking unto 
Jesus. Love for Him will give vital force 
to everything that is undertaken. Thus 
through the right use of our talents we 
may link ourselves by a golden chain to 
the higher world. This is true sanctifi-
cation, for sanctification consists in the 
cheerful performance of daily duties in 
perfect obedience to the will of God.

When it is in the heart to obey God, 
when efforts are put forth to this end, 
Jesus accepts this disposition and effort 
as man’s best service, and He makes up 
for the deficiency with His own divine 
merit. {ML 250}

(8) Since we cannot, of our-
selves, KEEP THE COMMAND-
MENTS AND our natural 
inclination IS towards 
disobedience, what will 
God do if, in love and faith, 
we willingly submit to 
His converting power?

Hebrews 8:10

Related Texts: Hebrews 10:16; Jer-
emiah 31:33; 32:39

The law of God condemns all selfish-
ness, all pride of heart, every species of 
dishonesty, every secret or open trans-
gression. The natural heart is not inclined 
to love its precepts, or obey its require-
ments. “It is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be.” But genuine 
faith in Christ converts the heart, works 
a change in its attitude to the law, until it 
delights in the law of God. The man who 
manifests enmity to the law has not sub-
mitted to the converting power of God. It 
is the keeping of the commandments that 
proves the sincerity of our professions of 
love. Says John, “This is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments; and 
his commandments are not grievous.”... 
{ST, March 30, 1888}

(9) When our “religion” is 
love-based and NOT JUST 
a ritual and THEN, by His 
grace, we keep His com-
mandments, where will 
we continue to abide?

John 15:10

True religion [based on relationship] 
brings man into harmony with the laws 
of God, physical, mental, and moral. It 
teaches self-control, serenity, temper-
ance. Religion ennobles the mind, re-
fines the taste, and sanctifies the judg-
ment. It makes the soul a partaker of the 
purity of heaven. Faith in God’s love 
and overruling providence lightens the 
burdens of anxiety and care. It fills the 
heart with joy and contentment in the 
highest or the lowliest lot. Religion tends 
directly to promote health, to lengthen 
life, and to heighten our enjoyment of all 
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its blessings. It opens to the soul a never-
failing fountain of happiness. Would that 
all who have not chosen Christ might 
realize that He has something vastly bet-
ter to offer them that they are seeking for 
themselves. Man is doing the greatest in-
jury and injustice to his own soul when 
he thinks and acts contrary to the will 
of God. No real joy can be found in the 
path forbidden by Him who knows what 
is best, and who plans for the good of 
His creatures. The path of transgression 
leads to misery and destruction; but wis-
dom’s “ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and all her paths are peace.” Proverbs 
3:17. {PP 600}

(10) Since in our own abili-
ties we do not have the 
capacity to love, what 
will God do for us if we 
let Him?

Deuteronomy 30:6

Related Texts: John 15:5; Deuteron-
omy 10:16; Leviticus 26:41; Jeremiah 
32:39, 40

To circumcise the heart means to quick-
en one’s spiritual perception and make 
tender one’s conscience. {1BC 1060}

It is God that circumcises the heart. The 
whole work is the Lord’s from the be-
ginning to the end. The perishing sinner 
may say: “I am a lost sinner; but Christ 
came to seek and to save that which was 

lost. He says, ‘I came not to call the righ-
teous, but sinners to repentance’ (Mark 
2:17). I am a sinner, and He died upon 
Calvary’s cross to save me. I need not 
remain a moment longer unsaved. 
He died and rose again for my justi-
fication, and He will save me now. I 
accept the forgiveness He has prom-
ised.” {1SM 392}

(11) When the heavenly 
principle of love for God 
fills our heart, and by 
His Spirit we keep His com-
mandments, how will we 
treat His children?

1 John 5:2

Related Texts: 2 John 1:5, 6; 2

When the heavenly principle of eternal 
love fills the heart, it will flow out to 
others, not merely because favors are 
received of them, but because love is 
the principle of action, and modifies the 
character, governs the impulses, con-
trols the passions, subdues enmity, and 
elevates the affections. This love is not 
contracted, so as merely to include “me 
and mine,” but is as broad as the world 
and as high as heaven. It is in harmony 
with that of the angel workers. This love, 
cherished in the soul, sweetens the entire 
life, and sheds a refining influence on all 
around. Possessing it, we cannot but be 
happy, let fortune smile or frown. And if 
we love God with all the heart, we must 
love His children also. This love is the 
spirit of God. It is the heavenly adorning 
that gives true nobility and dignity to the 
soul. {OHC 175}
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(12)  When we truly love 
God and experience the 
happiness that obedience 
to His commands brings, 
what three things will 
we desire to do?

Proverbs 7:2, 3

The man who attempts to keep the com-
mandments of God from a sense of ob-
ligation merely--because he is required 
to do so--will never enter into the joy 
of obedience. He does not obey. When 
the requirements of God are accounted 
a burden because they cut across human 
inclination, we may know that the life 
is not a Christian life. True obedience is 
the outworking of a principle within. It 
springs from the love of righteousness, 
the love of the law of God. The essence 
of all righteousness is loyalty to our Re-
deemer. This will lead us to do right be-
cause it is right--because right doing is 
pleasing to God. {COL 97-98}

No man can be happy and depart from 
God’s specified requirements, and set up 
a standard of his own which he decides 
he can safely follow. Then there would 
be a variety of standards to suit the dif-
ferent minds, and the government taken 
out of the Lord’s hands and human be-
ings grasp the reins of government. The 
law of self is erected, the will of man 
is made supreme; and when the high 
and holy will of God is presented to be 
obeyed, respected, and honored the hu-
man will wants its own way...to do its 
own promptings, and there is a contro-
versy between the human agent and the 
divine. {RC 56}

(13) When we, out of love 
and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, keep His com-
mandments, what is the 
promised blessing?

Revelation 22:14

Related Texts: 1 John 5:3; Deuter-
onomy 30:16; Psalm 37:31

The world’s Redeemer is speaking to us; 
let us hear what He says: “Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the gates into 
the city” (Rev. 22:14). Then those who 
see the claims of God in His Word and 
do not obey, but excuse their negli-
gence or willful disregard of God’s 
requirements, testify by their course 
of action that they are not embraced 
in the blessed promise on condition of 
obedience. They are not the ones who 
will have a right to the tree of life, but 
are with the willful transgressors of 
the law of God to whom Jesus says, 
“Depart from me, all ye workers of in-
iquity” (Luke 13:27) {TDG 207}

(14) Once we know and ex-
perience the love of our 
Heavenly Father and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, like 
King David, what will we 
be our testimony and song?
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Psalm 7:17

It is our privilege to rest in an active, liv-
ing faith in Christ as the Life-giver. It is our 
privilege to comprehend with all saints, 
what is the length and depth and height, 
and to know the love of God which pass-
eth knowledge, and be filled with all the 
fullness of God. Let us contemplate Christ 
as the One in whom all fullness dwells. 
Beholding Him as our personal Saviour, 

we shall appreciate the value of His saving 
grace. We should think about Jesus more 
than we do. We should let His praise be 
in our hearts. We should speak of the love 
that has been so abundantly expressed 
for us. We certainly have every reason to 
praise God with heart and soul and voice, 
saying, I will praise the Lord for His great 
love wherewith He hath loved me.  

Lift Him up, the Christ of Calvary; lift 
Him up, that the world may behold Him. 
Talk of His goodness, sing of His love, 
and give Him the grateful thanks of your 
hearts. {UL 37}

I am so glad and blessed that for 
the joy of our salvation Christ 
endure the cross. He has won my 
love and I desire to make Him 
first, last and best in everything.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I pray for my eyes to clearly 
“Behold” the manner of love 
that the Father has bestowed 
upon me in the amazing  fact 
that He accepts me as His Child. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I pray that I may truly know and 
believe His love and that He will 
give me words to express this 
amazing love to others. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I claim the Lord’s promise to 
remove my stone cold heart and 
replace it with a heart of love 
that I may have the capacity to 
love Him and others.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I pledge my heart to Him and 
choose to seek Him with all my 
soul, strength, and mind. To give 
my entire being, affections, life, 
physical powers, and intellect 
for His service.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I pray that by God’s grace I can 
experience the true religion that 
comes from a relationship with 
Him that results in His constant 
abiding presence in my life. I 
want to live in harmony with the 
laws of God that it will be my joy 
to obey His commands. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I  look forward to the day that 
He opens the gates of the city to 
invite me and all who are faithful 
into His glorious kingdom.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
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(1) What divine, powerful 
gift has God lavished 
upon us, and if we allow, 
will modify our charac-
ter, govern our impulses 
and enable us to love Him 
and others?

1 John 4:19

Related Texts: 1 John 4:9, 10, 16-18; 
Luke 7:47

Supreme love for God and unselfish love 
for one another --this is the best gift that 
our heavenly Father can bestow. This 

love is not an impulse, but a divine prin-
ciple, a permanent power. The unconse-
crated heart cannot originate or produce 
it. Only in the heart where Jesus reigns is 
it found. “We love Him, because He first 
loved us.” In the heart renewed by divine 
grace, love is the ruling principle of ac-
tion. It modifies the character, governs 
the impulses, controls the passions, and 
ennobles the affections. This love, cher-
ished in the soul, sweetens the life and 
sheds a refining influence on all around. 
{AA 551}

(2) What does pure love, 
combined with the blood 
and the Spirit, have the 
power to do?
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Proverbs 10:12

Related Texts: 1 Peter 4:8; 1 John 4:18; 
Romans 13:10

Love is power. Intellectual and moral 
strength are involved in this principle, 
and cannot be separated from it. The 
power of wealth has a tendency to cor-
rupt and destroy; the power of force is 
strong to do hurt; but the excellence value 
of pure love consist in its efficiency to do 
good, and to do nothing else than good. 
Whatsoever is done out of pure love, 
be it ever so little or contemptible in the 
sight of men, is wholly fruitful; for God 
regards more with how much love one 
worketh than the amount he doeth. Love 
is of God. The unconverted heart cannot 
originate nor produce this plant of heav-
enly growth, which lives and flourishes 
only where Christ reigns. {2T 135}

Christ’s love is deep and earnest, flow-
ing like an irrepressible stream to all who 
will accept it. There is no selfishness in 
His love. If this heaven-born love is an 
abiding principle in the heart, it will 
make itself known, not only to those we 
hold most dear in sacred relationship, 
but to all with whom we come in con-
tact. It will lead us to bestow little acts 
of attention, to make concessions, to per-
form deeds of kindness, to speak tender, 
true, encouraging words. It will lead us 
to sympathize with those whose hearts 
hunger for sympathy (MS 17, 1899).

(3) what three things DOES 
GOD LONG TO GIVE US SO 
THAT WE MAY REFLECT THE 
IMAGE OF CHRIST AND re-
veal His Character to the 
world?

2 Timothy 1:7

Related Texts: Romans 8:15; 1 John 
4:18

Whenever men reject the Saviour’s in-
vitation, they are yielding themselves to 
Satan. Multitudes in every department in 
life, in the home, in business, and even 
in the church, are doing this today. It is 
because of this that violence and crime 
have overspread the earth, and moral 
darkness, like the pall of death, enshrouds 
the habitations of men. Through his spe-
cious temptations Satan leads men to 
worse and worse evils, till utter deprav-
ity and ruin are the result. The only safe-
guard against his power is found in the 
presence of Jesus. Before men and angels 
Satan has been revealed as man’s enemy 
and destroyer; Christ, as man’s friend 
and deliverer. His Spirit will develop in 
man all that will ennoble the character 
and dignify the nature. It will build man 
up for the glory of God in body and soul 
and spirit. “For God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7. 
He has called us “to the obtaining of the 
glory”—character—“of our Lord Jesus 
Christ;” has called us to be “conformed 
to the image of His Son.” 2 Thessalo-
nians 2:14; Romans 8:29. {DA 341}

(4)  Once the gift of love 
is received and faithful-
ly exercised, what can 
the powerful flood wa-
ters of evil not do to it?

Song of Solomon 8:7
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Related Texts: Isaiah 43:2; Matthew 
7:24, 25

Love cannot live without action, and 
every act increases, strengthens, and ex-
tends it. Love will gain the victory when 
argument and authority are powerless. 
Love works not for profit nor reward; yet 
God has ordained that great gain shall be 
the certain result of every labor of love. 
It is diffusive in its nature and quiet in 
its operation, yet strong and mighty in 
its purpose to overcome great evils. It 
is melting and transforming in its influ-
ence, and will take hold of the lives of 
the sinful and affect their hearts when 
every other means has proved unsuc-
cessful. Wherever the power of intellect, 
of authority, or of force is employed, and 
love is not manifestly present, the affec-
tions and will of those whom we seek 
to reach assume a defensive, repelling 
position, and their strength of resistance 
is increased. Jesus was the Prince of 
Peace. He came into the world to bring 
resistance and authority into subjec-
tion to Himself. Wisdom and strength 
He could command, but the means He 
employed with which to overcome evil 
were the wisdom and strength of love. 
Suffer nothing to divide your interest 
from your present work until God shall 
see fit to give you another piece of work 
in the same field. Seek not for happiness, 
for it is never to be found by seeking for 
it. Go about your duty. Let faithfulness 
mark all your doings, and be clothed 
with humility. {2T 135}

(5)  Once we have experi-
enced the power of Christ’s 
love in us and seek more, 
how much will He increase 
our capacity to love?

Ephesians 3:20

Related Texts: Ephesians 3:16-19; 
Jeremiah 32:27; Romans 4:21

“Give, and it shall be given unto you” 
(Luke 6:38); for the word of God is “a 
fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, 
and streams of Lebanon” (Song of Solo-
mon 4:15). The heart that has once tasted 
the love of Christ, cries out continually for 
a deeper draft, and as you impart you will 
receive in richer and more abundant mea-
sure. Every revelation of God to the soul 
increases the capacity to know and to love. 
The continual cry of the heart is, “More 
of Thee,” and ever the Spirit’s answer is, 
“Much more.” Romans 5:9,10. For our 
God delights to do “exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think.” Ephesians 
3:20. To Jesus, who emptied Himself for 
the salvation of lost humanity, the Holy 
Spirit was given without measure. So it 
will be given to every follower of Christ 
when the whole heart is surrendered for 
His indwelling. Our Lord Himself has 
given the command, “Be filled with the 
Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18), and this com-
mand is also a promise of its fulfillment. 
It was the good pleasure of the Father that 
in Christ should “all the fullness dwell,” 
and “in Him ye are made full.” Colossians 
1:19; 2:10 {MB 20-21}

(6)   What promise can God 
trust us to claim when 
the redeeming power of 
love fills our heart and 
governs our every mo-
tive?
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1 John 5:14, 15

Related Texts: 1 John 3:22; Jeremiah 
33:3; John 14:13, 14

John strove to lead the believers to under-
stand the exalted privileges that would 
come to them through the exercise of the 
spirit of love. This redeeming power, fill-
ing the heart, would control every other 
motive and raise its possessors above 
the corrupting influences of the world. 
And as this love was allowed full sway 
and became the motive power in the life, 
their trust and confidence in God and His 
dealing with them would be complete. 
They could then come to Him in full con-
fidence of faith, knowing that they would 
receive from Him everything needful for 
their present and eternal good. “Herein is 
our love made perfect,” he wrote, “that 
we may have boldness in the day of judg-
ment: because as He is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love; but per-
fect love casteth out fear.” “And this is 
the confidence that we have in Him, that, 
if we ask anything according to His will, 
He heareth us: and if we know that He 
hear us, . . . we know that we have the 
petitions that we desired of Him.” {AA 
551-552}

(7)  Like Paul, What must be 
our testimony regarding 
self in order for Christ’s 
love to flow from us to 
others?

Galatians 2:20

Related Texts: Galatians 5:24, 25; 6:14

The love of Christ in the heart is what is 
needed. Self is in need of being cruci-
fied. When self is submerged in Christ, 
true love springs forth spontaneously. It 
is not an emotion or an impulse, but a 
decision of a sanctified will. It consists 
not in feeling, but in the transformation 
of the whole heart, soul, and character, 
which is dead to self and alive unto 
God. Our Lord and Saviour asks us to 
give ourselves to Him. Surrendering 
self to God is all He requires, giving 
ourselves to Him to be employed as 
He sees fit. Until we come to this point 
of surrender, we shall not work hap-
pily, usefully, or successfully anywhere 
(Letter 97, 1898).

True sanctification unites believers to 
Christ and to one another in the bonds 
of tender sympathy. This union causes 
to flow continually into the heart rich 
currents of Christlike love, which flows 
forth again in love for one another. 
{TDG 272}

(8) When we choose to we 
die to self, Who then can 
live within our hearts so 
that we can truly love 
others?

Galatians 2:20

Related Texts: Romans 6:13; Colos-
sians 1:27

Love is the basis of godliness. Whatev-
er the profession, no man has pure love 
to God unless he has unselfish love for 
his brother. But we can never come 
into possession of this spirit by trying 
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to love others. What is needed is the 
love of Christ in the heart. When self 
is merged in Christ, love springs forth 
spontaneously. The completeness of 
Christian character is attained when the 
impulse to help and bless others springs 
constantly from within--when the sun-
shine of heaven fills the heart and is re-
vealed in the countenance. {COL 384}

(9)  If we are walking in 
the Spirit  by faith, what 
is the first fruit among 
many that we will ex-
hibit to perishing souls?

Galatians 5:22, 23

Related Texts: John 15:2, 5; Ephe-
sians 5:9, 10

God bids you with one hand, faith, take 
hold of His mighty arm, and with the 
other hand, love, reach perishing souls. 
Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Follow Him. Walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit. Walk even as He 
walked. This is the will of God, even 
your sanctification. The work you have 
to perform is to do the will of Him who 
sustains your life for His glory. If you 
labor for yourselves, it can profit you 
nothing. To labor for others’ good, to be 
less self-caring and more in earnest to 
devote all to God, will be acceptable to 
Him and be returned by His rich grace. 
{2T 169-170}

(10) When the Spirit of love 
is imparted unto us, with 
what Christ-like meth-
ods will we be successful 
in reaching people?

1 Peter 3:8

Related Texts: Jude 1:22; Mark 5:19

Christ’s method alone will give true suc-
cess in reaching the people. The Saviour 
mingled with men as one who desired 
their good. He showed His sympathy for 
them, ministered to their needs, and won 
their confidence. Then He bade them, 
“Follow Me.” 

There is need of coming close to the 
people by personal effort. If less time 
were given to sermonizing, and more 
time were spent in personal ministry, 
greater results would be seen. The poor 
are to be relieved, the sick cared for, the 
sorrowing and the bereaved comforted, 
the ignorant instructed, the inexperi-
enced counseled. We are to weep with 
those that weep, and rejoice with those 
that rejoice. Accompanied by the power 
of persuasion, the power of prayer, the 
power of the love of God, this work will 
not, cannot, be without fruit. {MH 143}

(11)  What great and pre-
cious promise can we 
claim SO that we CAN 
LOVE OTHERS WITH A sanc-
tified love AS CHRIST DID?	

2 Peter 1:4

Related Texts: Ezekiel 36:25-27; Co-
lossians 3:10; 2 Corinthians 1:20



107

Indescribable Love Bible Study Guide

Love One Another...If this love is truly 
cultivated, finite will blend with finite, 
and all will center in the Infinite. Hu-
manity will unite with humanity, and all 
will be bound up with the heart of Infi-
nite Love. Sanctified love for one anoth-
er is sacred. In this great work Christian 
love for one another—far higher, more 
constant, more courteous, more unself-
ish, than has been seen—preserves 
Christian tenderness, Christian benevo-
lence, and politeness, and enfolds the 
human brotherhood in the embrace of 
God, acknowledging the dignity with 
which God has invested the rights of 
man. This dignity Christians must ever 
cultivate for the honor and glory of God. 
{Letter 10, 189}

To love as Christ loved means to mani-
fest unselfishness at all times and in 
all places, by kind words and pleasant 
looks. These cost those who give them 

nothing, but they leave behind a fra-
grance that surrounds the soul. Their ef-
fect can never be estimated. Not only are 
they a blessing to the receiver, but to the 
giver; for they react upon him. Genuine 
love is a precious attribute of heavenly 
origin, which increases in fragrance in 
proportion as it is dispensed to others. 

Christ’s love is deep and earnest, flow-
ing like an irrepressible stream to all who 
will accept it. There is no selfishness in 
His love. If this heaven-born love is an 
abiding principle in the heart, it will 
make itself known, not only to those we 
hold most dear in sacred relationship, 
but to all with whom we come in con-
tact. It will lead us to bestow little acts 
of attention, to make concessions, to per-
form deeds of kindness, to speak tender, 
true, encouraging words. It will lead us 
to sympathize with those whose hearts 
hunger for sympathy. {MS 17, 1899}

I realize that the power of 
wealth can corrupt; the power 
of force can cause hurt, but the 
but the power of love can only 
result in good. I desire this 
power in my life.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I understand that love is not an 
impulse, but a divine principle 
that can only be present where 
Jesus reigns. The unconverted 
heart cannot originate nor 
produce it. I desire for Christ 
to reign supreme in my life.

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I realize that for the love of 
Christ to reign in my heart self 
must be crucified. I pray for a 
sanctified will so that my life 
will be submerged in Christ and 
true love will spontaneously 
spring forth. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I pray for daily conviction and 
wisdom to take hold of God’s 
mighty arm by faith with one 
hand; and with the other hand, 
to reach out continuously to 
perishing souls by love. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
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(1) To Whom should we 
look as an example on 
how to love others and 
attract them to Christ?

1 Peter 2:21

Related Texts: Matthew 16:24, 25; 
10:38, 39; 11:29

Jesus, the Master, became poor that we 
might have eternal riches; he died that 
we might have life, immortal life. Should 
we not be willing to follow his example, 

and do for others as nearly as possible 
as he has done for us? In so doing, our 
own character will be disciplined and 
improved, our faith will grow stronger, 
our zeal will become more steady and 
earnest, our love for God and the truth 
and the souls for whom Christ died will 
become intensified, and precious souls 
will be saved as the result of our labors. 
What greater and more ennobling work 
can be engaged in, than seeking to at-
tract souls to Christ. This has been suc-
cessfully done time and again by ordi-
nary men and women, not by the most 
learned, eloquent or wealthy, but by the 
true and faithful who do their work in 
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simplicity. One soul thus reached may, 
in turn, bring an army into the service 
of Christ. But every worker must de-
pend wholly and constantly upon Jesus 
Christ for wisdom and strength. {RH, 
June 10, 1880}

(2) What instruction con-
cerning our interactions 
with others did Christ 
give by example and pre-
cept?

John 13:34

Related Texts: 1 John 3:16; Galatians 
6:2; 2 John 1:5

Christ had bidden the first disciples love 
one another as He had loved them. Thus 
they were to bear testimony to the world 
that Christ was formed within, the hope 
of glory. “A new commandment I give 
unto you,” He had said, “That ye love 
one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another.” John 13:34. At the 
time when these words were spoken, the 
disciples could not understand them; but 
after they had witnessed the sufferings of 
Christ, after His crucifixion and resurrec-
tion, and ascension to heaven, and after 
the Holy Spirit had rested on them at 
Pentecost, they had a clearer conception 
of the love of God and of the nature of 
that love which they must have for one 
another. Then John could say to his fel-
low disciples: “Hereby perceive we the 
love of God, because He laid down His 
life for us: and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren.” {AA 547}

God is not dependent upon men for the 
advancement of His cause. He might 

have made angels the ambassadors of 
His truth. He might have made known 
His will, as He proclaimed the law from 
Sinai with His own voice. But in order 
to cultivate a spirit of benevolence in 
us, He has chosen to employ men to do 
this work. 

Every act of self-sacrifice for the good 
of others will strengthen the spirit of 
beneficence in the giver’s heart, ally-
ing him more closely to the Redeemer 
of the world, who “was rich, yet for our 
sakes became poor, that we through His 
poverty might be rich.” And it is only as 
we fulfill the divine purpose in our cre-
ation that life can be a blessing to us. All 
the good gifts of God to man will prove 
only a curse, unless he employs them 
to bless his fellow men, and for the ad-
vancement of God’s cause in the earth. 
{RH, Dec. 7, 1886} 

(3)  What did Christ say 
would give the greatest 
evidence to the world of 
our relationship to Him?

John 13:35

Followers of great teachers reflect the 
characteristics of their teachers. Love 
was one of the principal attributes of 
Jesus. Jesus’ life had been a practical 
demonstration of love in action. A mani-
festation of this same kind of love by the 
disciples of Jesus would give evidence 
of their relationship and close associa-
tion with their Master. It is love rather 
than profession that marks the Christian.  
{5BC 1032}

This love is the evidence of their dis-
cipleship. “By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples,” said Jesus, 
“if ye have love one to another.” When 
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men are bound together, not by force or 
self-interest, but by love, they show the 
working of an influence that is above 
every human influence. Where this one-
ness exists, it is evidence that the im-
age of God is being restored in human-
ity, that a new principle of life has been 
implanted. It shows that there is power 
in the divine nature to withstand the su-
pernatural agencies of evil, and that the 
grace of God subdues the selfishness in-
herent in the natural heart. {LHU 298}

There is nothing that can so weaken 
the influence of the church as the lack 
of love.… The people of the world are 
looking to us to see what our faith is do-
ing for our characters and lives. They are 
watching to see if it is having a sanctify-
ing effect on our hearts, if we are becom-
ing changed into the likeness of Christ. 
They are ready to discover every defect 
in our lives, every inconsistency in our 
actions. Let us give them no occasion to 
reproach our faith. {TMK 153}

(4) When we truly experi-
ence God’s love for us, 
what will we reflect to 
the world?

Matthew 5:16

Related Texts: Matthew 5:14, 15; John 
12:36; Romans 2:19, 20

By imparting to others the love and ten-
derness which God has so abundantly 
bestowed on us, we are to let our light 
shine. We should put every gift of God to 
the best possible use, making it a produc-
er of good. To God we can give nothing 
which is not already His, but we can help 
the suffering ones around us. We can 
supply them with the necessities of this 

life, and at the same time speak to them 
of the wonderful love of God. {RC 198}

...Whoso dwelleth in God, dwelleth in 
love. All who have indeed become ac-
quainted, by experimental knowledge, 
with the love and tender compassion of 
our Heavenly Father will impart light 
and joy wherever they may be. Their 
presence and influence will be to their 
associates as the fragrance of sweet 
flowers, because they are linked to God 
and heaven, and the purity and exalted 
loveliness of heaven are communicated 
through them to all that are brought 
within their influence. This constitutes 
them the light of the world, the salt of 
the earth. They are indeed savors of life 
unto life, but not of death unto death. 
{MYP 363}

(5)  What does Christ call 
each one of His follow-
ers to be, written by the 
Spirit of God, that the 
world may be shown His 
goodness and mercy?

2 Corinthians 3:2, 3

Related Texts: 2 Corinthians 6:16, 17; 
John 13:35

The children of God are called to be rep-
resentatives of Christ, showing forth the 
goodness and mercy of the Lord. As Je-
sus has revealed to us the true character 
of the Father, so we are to reveal Christ 
to a world that does not know His tender, 
pitying love. “As Thou hast sent Me into 
the world,” said Jesus, “even so have 
I also sent them into the world.” “I in 
them, and Thou in Me; . . . that the world 
may know that Thou hast sent Me.” John 
17: 18, 23. The apostle Paul says to the 
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disciples of Jesus, “Ye are manifestly 
declared to be the epistle of Christ,” 
“known and read of all men.” 2 Corin-
thians 3:3, 2. In every one of His chil-
dren, Jesus sends a letter to the world. 
If you are Christ’s follower, He sends in 
you a letter to the family, the village, the 
street, where you live. Jesus, dwelling 
in you, desires to speak to the hearts of 
those who are not acquainted with Him. 
Perhaps they do not read the Bible, or do 
not hear the voice that speaks to them 
in its pages; they do not see the love of 
God through His works. But if you are 
a true representative of Jesus, it may be 
that through you they will be led to un-
derstand something of His goodness and 
be won to love and serve Him. {SC 115}

(6) What is the condition 
of faith that is not dem-
onstrated by Christlike 
works of love to others?

James 2:17

Related Texts: James 2:14-16

It is the greatest and most fatal deception 
to suppose that a man can have faith unto 
life eternal, without possessing Christ-
like love for his brethren. He who loves 
God and his neighbor is filled with light 
and love. God is in him and all around 
him. Christians love those around them 
as precious souls for whom Christ has 
died. There is no such thing as a love-
less Christian; for “God is love,” and 
“hereby we do know that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments. He that 
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him.” 

“This is my commandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you.” This is 

the fruit that is to be given back to God .  
{MS 133, 1899}

(7)   In what two ways will 
God rejoice over those 
who exemplify Christ by 
having the abiding prin-
ciple of love in their 
souls?

Zephaniah 3:17

Related Texts: Isaiah 65:18, 19; Jer-
emiah 32:41

God takes none to heaven but those who 
are first made saints in this world through 
the grace of Christ, those in whom He 
can see Christ exemplified. When the 
love of Christ is an abiding principle in 
the soul, we shall realize that we are hid 
with Christ in God. 

These only who, by prayer and watch-
fulness and love, work the works of 
Christ, can God rejoice over with sing-
ing. The more fully the Lord sees the 
character of His beloved Son revealed 
in His people, the greater is His satis-
faction and delight in them. God Him-
self and the heavenly angels rejoice 
over them with singing.{ML 273}

(8) What question asked 
at the end of this verse 
confirms that it is a fa-
tal deception to suppose 
that a man can have faith 
unto life eternal, without  
possessing Christlike love 
for his brethren?
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1 John 3:17

Related Texts: 1 Peter 4:10; Acts 11:29

True sanctification unites believers to 
Christ and to one another in the bonds 
of tender sympathy. This union causes 
to flow continually into the heart rich 
currents of Christlike love, which flows 
forth again in love for one another.

The qualities which it are essential for 
all to possess are those which marked 
the completeness of Christ’s charac-
ter—His love, His patience, His unself-
ishness, and His goodness. These attri-
butes are gained by doing kindly actions 
with a kindly heart. …{MS 133, 1899}

(9) What example, privi-
lege, and commission did 
Christ give TO THOSE WHO 
LOVE HIM for saving the 
SPIRITUALLY lost?

Matthew 28:19, 20

Related Texts: Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8; 
Luke 24:47

Jesus looked upon the world in its 
fallen state with infinite pity. He took 
humanity upon Himself that He might 

touch and elevate humanity. He came 
to seek and to save that which was lost. 
He reached to the very depth of human 
misery and woe, to take man as He 
found him, a being tainted with cor-
ruption, degraded with vice, depraved 
by sin, and united with Satan in apos-
tasy, and elevate him to a seat upon 
His throne. But it was written of Him 
that “He shall not fail nor be discour-
aged,” and He went forth in the path of 
self-denial and self-sacrifice, giving us 
an example that we should follow in 
His steps. We should work as did Je-
sus, departing from our own pleasure, 
turning away from Satan’s bribes, de-
spising ease, and abhorring selfishness, 
that we may seek and save that which 
is lost, bringing souls from darkness 
into light, into the sunshine of God’s 
love. We have been commissioned to 
go forth and preach the gospel to every 
creature. We are to bring to the lost the 
tidings that Christ can forgive sin, can 
renew the nature, can clothe the soul 
in the garments of His righteousness, 
bring the sinner to His right mind, and 
teach him and fit him up to be a laborer 
together with God. {FE 199}

(10) When we are abiding 
In CHRIST, WHAT WILL HE, 
THROUGH THE HOLY SPIR-
IT, GIVE US THE POWER TO 
DO THAT WE WILL labor IN 
love for others?

1 John 2:6

Related Texts: 1 John 1:6; Psalm 85:13

The conduct of Christians is like that 
of their Lord. He erected the standard, 
and it is left for us to say whether or 
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not we will rally around it. Our Lord 
and Saviour laid aside His domin-
ion, His riches and glory, and sought 
after us, that He might save us from 
misery and make us like Himself. He 
humbled Himself and took our nature 
that we might be able to learn of Him 
and, imitating His life of benevolence 
and self-denial, follow Him step by 
step to heaven. You cannot equal the 
copy; but you can resemble it and, ac-

cording to your ability, do likewise. 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as 
thyself.” Such love must dwell in your 
hearts, that you will be ready to give 
the treasures and honors of this world 
if thereby you may influence one soul 
to engage in the service of Christ. {2T 
169-170}

Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: _________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

As I read Scripture I am amazed 
that Christ the Master and 
Creator became poor that I can 
have eternal riches; that He 
died that I might have life; that 
He gives me the privilege and 
example of earnest zeal, disci-
pline, and faith in the saving of 
precious souls for His kingdom.
 
Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I choose to follow Christ’s the 
Great Teacher’s example of 
love, and thus demonstrate to 
his children what practical love 
in action looks like. I want to 
be His love letter written and 
delivered to the world. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

As I realize the power of love 
and see His example, it is my 
hearts desire to love others 
as He loves me. I know it is 
not because God is dependent 
on me for the advancement 
of His cause that He gives 
me this privilege, but rather 
to cultivate in me a spirit of 
benevolence. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided

I choose to abide in Christ daily 
that I may be filled with His 
Holy Spirit and be His hands  
and feet dedicated to consis-
tently carry the gospel to this 
lost and dying world. 

Circle:   Yes    Undecided
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(1) What GIFT FROM CHRIST 
DOES GOD DESIRED TO SEE 
IN HIS FOLLOWERS and IS A 
precious treasure in His 
sight?  	

1 Peter 3:4

Related Texts: Ephesians 4:22-24; 
Psalm 149:4; Isaiah 57:15

The most beautiful dress He bids us 
wear upon the soul. No outward adorn-
ing can compare in value or loveliness 
with that “meek and quiet spirit” which 

in His sight is “of great price.” 1 Peter 
3:4. {MH 289}

Christ’s gift, the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, is authoritatively declared 
by Him who can make no mistake to be 
of great price. We must each find out its 
worth for ourselves by seeking it from 
God. However men may estimate us, if 
we wear this ornament, we bear the sign 
of our discipleship with Christ. We are 
esteemed by the Most High; for the or-
nament we wear is in His sight of great 
price. This precious gem is to be sought 
for.  {OHC 274}

(2) When it comes to loving 
others the Lord doesn’t 
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desire our lip service, how 
does He ask us to love?

1 John 3:18

Related Texts: Galatians 2, 3; James 
2:15, 16; 1 Peter 1:22

“Let us not love in word,” the apostle 
writes, “but in deed and in truth.” The 
completeness of Christian character is 
attained when the impulse to help and 
bless others springs constantly from 
within. It is the atmosphere of this love 
surrounding the soul of the believer that 
makes him a savor of life unto life and 
enables God to bless his work.

Supreme love for God and unselfish love 
for one another—this is the best gift that 
our heavenly Father can bestow. This 
love is not an impulse, but a divine prin-
ciple, a permanent power. The unconse-
crated heart cannot originate or produce 
it. Only in the heart where Jesus reigns is 
it found. “We love Him, because He first 
loved us.” In the heart renewed by di-
vine grace, love is the ruling principle of 
action. It modifies the character, governs 
the impulses, controls the passions, and 
ennobles the affections. This love, cher-
ished in the soul, sweetens the life and 
sheds a refining influence on all around. 
{AA 551-552}

(3) Concisely describe the 
eight practical ways list-
ed in these verses that 
we can carry on Christ’s 
mission of love to the 
world?

Isaiah 58:6, 7

Related Texts: James 1:27; 3:17, 18

God requires that all of us should be 
self-sacrificing workers. Every part of 
the truth has a practical application to 
our daily lives. Blessed are they that 
hear the word of the Lord and keep it. 
Hearing is not enough; we must act, we 
must do. It is in the doing of the Com-
mandments that there is great reward. 
Those who give practical demonstra-
tions of their benevolence by their sym-
pathy and compassionate acts toward 
the poor, the suffering, and the unfor-
tunate, not only relieve the sufferers, 
but contribute largely to their own hap-
piness and are in the way of securing 
health of soul and body. Isaiah has thus 
plainly described the work that God 
will accept and bless His people in do-
ing. {4T 59-60}

(4)    IF WE ARE FILLED WITH 
THE LOVE AND SPIRIT OF 
CHRIST, WHAT CHARACTERIS-
TICS OF LOVE WILL BE EXHIB-
ITED IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH OTHER BELIEVERS?
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Philippians 2:2

Related Texts: Romans 12:16; 15:5, 
6; 2 Corinthians 13:11

Let each one who claims to follow Christ 
esteem himself less and others more. 
Press together, press together! In union 
there is strength and victory; in discord 
and division there is weakness and de-
feat. These words have been spoken to 
me from heaven...Let everyone seek to 
answer the prayer of Christ: “That they 
all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in 
Me, and I in Thee.” Oh, what unity is 
this! and says Christ: “By this shall all 
men know that ye are My disciples, if ye 
have love one to another.” {5T 488-489}

(5) When we abide in Christ’s 
love and His love flows 
through us, how will we 
treat others?

Romans 12:9, 10

Related Texts: Philippians 2:3, 4

The Saviour’s example is to be the stan-
dard of our service for the tempted and 
the erring. The same interest and ten-
derness and long-suffering that He has 
manifested toward us, we are to manifest 
toward others. “As I have loved you,” 
He says, “that ye also love one another.” 
John 13:34. If Christ dwells in us, we 

shall reveal His unselfish love toward 
all with whom we have to do. As we see 
men and women in need of sympathy 
and help, we shall not ask, “Are they 
worthy?” but “How can I benefit them?” 
{MH 162.2}

Every earthly blessing has come to us 
because of the infinite price that has 
been paid in our behalf. If it has cost so 
great a price to redeem man, so that he 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life, how we should rejoice that we are 
privileged to become co-workers with 
Christ in saving those for whom He has 
given His precious life! The Lord Je-
sus loves those for whom He has made 
the greatest sacrifice. He gave His own 
most precious life to bring life and im-
mortality to light to all those who should 
believe. “This is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent” 
{John 17:3}. Those who receive Christ 
are in copartnership with Him, and will 
not mistake their lifework. They will 
heed the words spoken by Christ. They 
will be guided by the Holy Spirit, and 
become more and more intelligent in 
regard to the requirements of God, and 
will reveal the love and grace that were 
revealed in the life of Christ toward 
those with whom He came in contact.-
-Review and Herald, Jan. 14, 1896. 
{SW 53.1}

(6)  When we are in union 
with Christ as Christ is 
with The Father, how will 
this discipleship be re-
vealed to the world?

John 13:35

Related Texts: John 17:21, 23; 1 John 
2:10
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The union between Christ and His peo-
ple is to be living, true, and unfailing, 
resembling the union that exists between 
the Father and the Son. This union is the 
fruit of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
All true children of God will reveal to the 
world their union with Christ and with 
their brethren. Those in whose hearts 
Christ abides will bear the fruit of broth-
erly love. They will realize that as mem-
bers of God’s family they are pledged to 
cultivate, cherish, and perpetuate Chris-
tian love and fellowship, in spirit, words, 
and action. 

To be children of God, members of the 
royal family, means more than many 
suppose. Those who are accounted by 
God as His children will reveal Christ-
like love for one another. They will live 
and work for one object,--the proper 
representation of Christ to the world. 
By their love and unity they will show 
to the world that they bear the divine 
credentials. By the nobility of love and 
self-denial, they will show those around 
them that they are true followers of the 
Saviour. “By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another.”  {SD 293}

(7) To what can it be com-
pared when we, in Christ-
like love, show acts of 
kindness and speak words 
of encouragement to oth-
ers?

Proverbs 25:11

Related Texts: Proverbs 15:23; 24:26

To love as Christ loved means to mani-
fest unselfishness at all times and in 

all places, by kind words and pleasant 
looks. These cost those who give them 
nothing, but they leave behind a fra-
grance that surrounds the soul. Their ef-
fect can never be estimated. Not only are 
they a blessing to the receiver, but to the 
giver; for they react upon him. Genuine 
love is a precious attribute of heavenly 
origin, which increases in fragrance in 
proportion as it is dispensed to others. …

Christ’s love is deep and earnest, flow-
ing like an irrepressible stream to all who 
will accept it. There is no selfishness in 
His love. If this heaven-born love is an 
abiding principle in the heart, it will 
make itself known, not only to those we 
hold most dear in sacred relationship, 
but to all with whom we come in con-
tact. It will lead us to bestow little acts 
of attention, to make concessions, to per-
form deeds of kindness, to speak tender, 
true, encouraging words. It will lead us 
to sympathize with those whose hearts 
hunger for sympathy (MS 17, 1899).

(8) List concisely the 16 
PRACTICAL characteristics 
of love and therefore of 
God found in these  texts?
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1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Related Texts: 1 Corinthians 4:21; Ga-
latians 5:22, 23; 1 Peter 4:8

If a man will not exercise his arm, it 
becomes weak and deficient in muscu-
lar strength. Unless the Christian exer-
cises his spiritual powers, he acquires 
no strength of character, no moral vigor. 
Love is a very precious plant and must 
be cultivated if it flourishes. The pre-
cious plant of love is to be treated tender-
ly (practiced), and it will become strong 
and vigorous and rich in fruit-bearing, 
giving expression to the whole charac-
ter. A Christlike nature is not selfish, not 
unkind, and will not hurt the souls of 
those who are struggling with Satan’s 
temptations. It will enter into the feelings 
of those who are tempted that the trials 
and temptations shall be so managed as 
to bring out the gold and consume the 
dross. This is the practice which God 
appoints to all. In this, Christ’s school, 
all may learn their lessons daily, both 
teachers and pupils, to be patient, hum-
ble, generous, noble. You will all have 
to seek God most earnestly in prayer 
mingled with living faith, and the mold-
ing hand of God will bring out His own 
image in your character.

We have need of the rich grace of God 
every hour, then we will have a rich, 
practical experience, for God is love. He 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God. 
Give love to them that need it most. The 
most unfortunate, those who have the 
most disagreeable temperaments need 
our love, our tenderness, our compas-
sion. Those who try our patience need 
most love. {FE 280-282}

(9)  When the divine love 
of God dwells in the 
heart, what Christ-like 
characteristic will we 
not withhold from those 
who are in need?

1 John 3:17

Related Texts: 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

The life of Christ was a life charged with 
a divine message of the love of God, 
and He longed intensely to impart this 
love to others in rich measure. Compas-
sion beamed from His countenance, and 
His conduct was characterized by grace, 
humility, truth, and love. Every member 
of His church militant must manifest 
the same qualities, if He would join the 
church triumphant. The love of Christ is 
so broad, so full of glory, that in compari-
son to it, everything that men esteem as 
great, dwindles into insignificance. When 
we obtain a view of it, we exclaim, O the 
depth of the riches of the love that God 
bestowed upon men in the gift of His 
only-begotten Son! {FE 179.3}

Divine love makes its most touching ap-
peals to the heart when it calls upon us 
to manifest the same tender compassion 
that Christ manifested. That man only 
who has unselfish love for his brother has 
true love for God. The true Christian will 
not willingly permit the soul in peril and 
need to go unwarned, uncared for. He 
will not hold himself aloof from the err-
ing, leaving them to plunge farther into 
unhappiness and discouragement or to 
fall on Satan’s battleground. {AA 550}

(10)  Through the POWER OF 
THE HOLY Spirit, what must 
we obey which brings pu-
rification to the soul and 
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helps us to sincerely love 
one another fervently?

1 Peter 1:22

Related Texts: John 17:17, 19; 8:32

Received into the heart, the leaven of 
truth will regulate the desires, purify the 
thoughts, and sweeten the disposition. It 
quickens the faculties of the mind and 
the energies of the soul. It enlarges the 
capacity for feeling, for loving. 

The word of God is to have a sanctify-
ing effect on our association with every 
member of the human family. The leav-
en of truth will not produce the spirit 
of rivalry, the love of ambition, the 
desire to be first. True, heaven-born 
love is not selfish and changeable. It 
is not dependent on human praise. The 
heart of him who receives the grace of 
God overflows with love for God and 
for those for whom Christ died. Self 
is not struggling for recognition. He 
does not love others because they love 
and please him, because they appre-
ciate his merits, but because they are 
Christ’s purchased possession. If his 
motives, words, or actions are misun-
derstood or misrepresented, he takes 
no offense, but pursues the even tenor 
of his way. He is kind and thoughtful, 
humble in his opinion of himself, yet 
full of hope, always trusting in the 
mercy and love of God. 

The countenance is changed. Christ abid-
ing in the heart shines out in the faces of 
those who love Him and keep His com-
mandments. Truth is written there. The 
sweet peace of heaven is revealed. There 
is expressed a habitual gentleness, a 
more than human love. {COL 101-102}

(11)  When we choose to 
turn the thoughts away 
from self and follow 
the lord’s commission of 
practical love to oth-
ers, what blessing comes 
back to us?

Isaiah 58:7, 8

Related Texts: Isaiah 58:6, 9-11; Prov-
erbs 4:18

Those who do not feel that it is a religious 
duty to discipline the mind to dwell upon 
cheerful subjects will usually be found at 
one of two extremes: they will be elated 
by a continual round of exciting amuse-
ments, indulging in frivolous conversa-
tion, laughing, and joking, or they will be 
depressed, having great trials and mental 
conflicts, which they think but few have 
ever experienced or can understand.… 
Appropriate labor, the healthy exercise 
of all their powers, would withdraw their 
thoughts from themselves.…The hands 
and mind should be occupied in useful la-
bor, lightening the burdens of others; and 
those who are thus employed will benefit 
themselves also.…The mind should be 
drawn away from self; its powers should 
be exercised in devising means to make 
others happier and better. “Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father 
is this, To visit the fatherless and widows 
in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world” (James 1:27). 
{ST, October 23, 1884}
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Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: _________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

As I read God’s Word about the 
life of Christ, I see the beauty 
and value in a“gentle and quiet 
spirit.” It is my prayer that these 
characteristics that are precious 
in God’s sight will be revealed 
in my life.  
 
Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I desire the gift of supreme love 
for God and unselfish love for 
others that only God can im-
part. May it modify my charac-
ter, govern my impulses, control 
my passions, and ennoble my 
affections for the glory of Him.

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

It is my prayer that the world 
may see that I am a follower 
of Christ by the love and grace 
that I choose to allow Him to 
demonstrate in my life.

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I ask from God that I may 
receive the leaven of truth 
in my heart that it may regu-
late my desires, purify my 
thoughts, and sweeten my 
disposition that I may be the 
hands and feet of Christ to 
carry forth His mission to 
the world.

Circle:     Yes      Undecided
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(1)   What three words sum 
up how, as Christians, we 
are called to treat our 
enemies?

Matthew 5:44

Related Texts: Romans 12:20, 21; Exo-
dus 23:4; Psalm 109:4

Give love to them that need it most. The 
most unfortunate, those who have the 
most disagreeable temperaments need 
our love, our tenderness, our compas-
sion. Those who try our patience need 
the most love. We pass through the world 

only once; any good thing we can do, we 
should do most earnestly, untiringly, with 
the same spirit as is stated of Christ in 
His work. He will not fail nor be discour-
aged. The rough, stubborn, sullen dispo-
sitions are the ones who need help the 
most. How can they be helped? Only by 
that love practiced in dealing with them 
which Christ revealed to fallen man. 
Treat them, you may, as they deserve. 
What if Christ had treated us thus? He, 
the undeserving, was treated as we de-
serve. Still we are treated by Christ with 
grace and love as we did not deserve, but 
as He deserved. Treat some characters, 
as you think they richly deserve, and you 
will cut off from them the last thread of 
hope, spoil your influence and ruin the 
soul. Will it pay? No, I say no, a hundred 
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times no. Bind these souls who need all 
the help it is possible for you to give them 
close to a loving, sympathizing, pitying 
heart, overflowing with Christlike love, 
and you will save a soul from death and 
hide a multitude of sins. Had we not bet-
ter try the love process? {FE 281-282}

Are not the principles here brought to 
view often overlooked? The amount of 
evil that might be avoided by following 
them is by no means small: for some-
times the hearts of persecutors are sus-
ceptible of divine impressions, as was the 
heart of the apostle Paul before his con-
version. It is always best to endeavor to 
carry out the whole will of God as He has 
specified. He will take care of the results.-
-MS. 148, 1902. {MM 256}

(2)   AFTER CHRIST TOLD US 
TO LOVE OUR ENEMIES, WHAT 
THREE SPECIFIC METHODS DID 
HE DESCRIBE?

Matthew 5:44

Related Texts: Romans 12:14, 20; Luke 
6:28

Just before making this requirement, the 
Saviour said to His disciples: “Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you.” We 
are to love our enemies with the same 
love that Christ manifested toward His 
enemies by giving His life to save them. 
Many may say, “This is a hard com-
mandment; for I want to keep just as far 
as I can from my enemies.” But acting 
in accordance with your own inclination 
would not be carrying out the principles 
that our Saviour has given. “Do good,” 
He says, “to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you, and 

persecute you; that ye may be the chil-
dren of your Father which is in heaven: 
for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and on the unjust.” This scripture il-
lustrates one phase of Christian perfec-
tion. While we were yet enemies of God, 
Christ gave His life for us. We are to fol-
low His example. 

Let us daily represent Christ’s great love 
by loving our enemies as Christ loves 
them. If we would thus represent the 
grace of Christ, strong feelings of hatred 
would be broken down and into many 
hearts genuine love would be brought. 
Many more conversions than are now 
seen would follow. {MM 253-254}

(3)  When we return good 
for evil by giving food 
and drink to our enemies, 
what effect does it have 
on their conscience?

Romans 12:20

Related Texts: Luke 6:35; 1 Peter 3:9

We may never know until the judg-
ment the influence of a kind, consider-
ate course of action to the inconsistent, 
the unreasonable, and unworthy. If, after 
a course of provocation and injustice on 
their part, you treat them as you would 
an innocent person, you even take pains 
to show them special acts of kindness, 
then you have acted the part of a Chris-
tian; and they become surprised and 
ashamed, and see their course of action 
and meanness more clearly than if you 
plainly stated their aggravated acts to re-
buke them. 
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If you had laid their wrong course of 
action before them, they would have 
braced themselves in stubbornness and 
defiance. But to be treated in tenderness 
and consideration they feel more deeply 
their own course of action, and contrast 
it with yours. Then . . . you occupy van-
tage ground; and when you show a so-
licitude for their souls, they know that 
you are no hypocrite, but that you mean 
every word you say. {MM 209-210}

(4)   How did Christ react 
towards His enemies who 
treated Him with evil?

1 Peter 2:23

Related Texts: 1 Peter 2:21; 3:9; Isa-
iah 53:7; Hebrews 12:3

The whole earthly life of Jesus was a 
manifestation of this principle. It was 
to bring the bread of life to His enemies 
that our Saviour left His home in heav-
en. Though calumny and persecution 
were heaped upon Him from the cradle 
to the grave, they called forth from Him 
only the expression of forgiving love. 
Through the prophet Isaiah He says, “I 
gave My back to the smiters, and My 
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: 
I hid not My face from shame and spit-
ting.” “He was oppressed, and He was 
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth: 
He is brought as a lamb to the slaugh-
ter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.” 
Isaiah 50:6. {MB 70}

(5) What action by the 
children of God is heav-
ens insignia giving evi-

dence to the world that 
we are part of God’s fam-
ily?

Luke 6:35

Related Texts: Matthew 5:38-42; Ro-
mans 12:21

The children of God are those who are 
partakers of His nature. It is not earthly 
rank, nor birth, nor nationality, nor re-
ligious privilege, which proves that we 
are members of the family of God; it is 
love, a love that embraces all humanity. 
Even sinners whose hearts are not utterly 
closed to God’s Spirit will respond to 
kindness; while they may give hate for 
hate, they will also give love for love. 
But it is only the Spirit of God that gives 
love for hatred. To be kind to the un-
thankful and to the evil, to do good hop-
ing for nothing again, is the insignia of 
the royalty of heaven, the sure token by 
which the children of the Highest reveal 
their high estate. {MB 73-75} 

(6) What is present where 
envy, selfishness, and pride 
exists and hinders our 
ability to unite in the Spir-
it of love with Christ?

James 3:16

Related Texts: James 3:14, 15; 1 Cor-
inthians 3:3

Selfishness and pride hinder the pure love 
that unites us in spirit with Jesus Christ. 
If this love is truly cultivated, finite will 
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blend with finite, and all will center in 
the Infinite. Humanity will unite with 
humanity, and all will be bound up with 
the heart of Infinite Love. Sanctified 
love for one another is sacred. In this 
great work Christian love for one an-
other—far higher, more constant, more 
courteous, more unselfish, than has been 
seen—preserves Christian tenderness, 
Christian benevolence, and politeness, 
and enfolds the human brotherhood in 
the embrace of God, acknowledging the 
dignity with which God has invested the 
rights of man. This dignity Christians 
must ever cultivate for the honor and 
glory of God. {Letter 10, 1897}

(7)  How did Christ summa-
rize in simple, practical 
terms how to love oth-
ers?

Matthew 7:12

Related Texts: Luke 6:31; Romans 
13:8-10

“Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them.” Blessed 
results would appear as the fruit of such 
a course. “With what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again.” Here are 
strong motives which should constrain 
us to love one another with a pure heart, 
fervently. Christ is our example. He went 
about doing good. He lived to bless oth-
ers. Love beautified and ennobled all His 
actions. We are not commanded to do 
to ourselves what we wish others to do 
unto us; we are to do unto others what we 
wish them to do to us under like circum-
stances. The measure we mete is always 
measured to us again. Pure love is simple 
in its operations, and is distinct from any 
other principle of action. The love of in-
fluence and the desire for the esteem of 

others may produce a well-ordered life 
and frequently a blameless conversation. 
Self-respect may lead us to avoid the ap-
pearance of evil. A selfish heart may per-
form generous actions, acknowledge the 
present truth, and express humility and 
affection in an outward manner, yet the 
motives may be deceptive and impure; 
the actions that flow from such a heart 
may be destitute of the savor of life and 
the fruits of true holiness, being desti-
tute of the principles of pure love. Love 
should be cherished and cultivated, for its 
influence is divine. {2T 136}

(8) As recipients and TO BE 
good stewards of the gift 
of grace, what is our com-
mission FOR NOT ONLY OUR 
ENEMIES BUT ALL OF GOD’S 
CHILDREN?

1 Peter 4:10

Related Texts: Matthew 28:19, 20; 
Romans 12:6-8

As the plan of redemption begins and 
ends with a gift, so it is to be carried 
forward. The same spirit of sacrifice 
which purchased salvation for us will 
dwell in the hearts of all who become 
partakers of the heavenly gift. Says 
the apostle Peter: “As every man hath 
received the gift, even so minister the 
same one to another, as good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God.” Said 
Jesus to His disciples as He sent them 
forth: “Freely ye have received, freely 
give.” In him who is fully in sympathy 
with Christ there can be nothing selfish 
or exclusive. He who drinks of the living 
water will find that it is “in him a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life.” 
The Spirit of Christ within him is like a 
spring welling up in the desert, flowing 
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to refresh all, and making those who are 
ready to perish, eager to drink of the wa-
ter of life... {5T 730-731}

The principle of the cross of Christ brings 
all who believe under heavy obligations 
to deny self, to impart light to others, and 
to give of their means to extend the light. 
If they are in connection with heaven 
they will be engaged in the work in har-
mony with the angels. {3T 382}

(9)  What are 5 character-
istics of the God of love 
and therefore of His chil-
dren?

1 Peter 3:8

Related Texts: Zechariah 7:9; Mat-
thew 18:33; 1 Peter 1:22

The Word of God enjoins upon every one 
of His children: “Be ye all of one mind, 
having compassion one of another, love 
as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous.” 
1 Peter 3:8. Now unless godliness was 
added to patience man would not show 
that brotherly kindness. In His mission 
to our world, Christ has shown man the 
graces of the Spirit of God which, when 
accepted, fashion and mold the entire 
man, externally as well as internally, by 
abasing his pride and leading him not to 
esteem himself highly but to esteem his 
brother as precious in the sight of God 
because Christ paid an infinite price for 
his soul. When man is valued as God’s 
property then we will be kind, amiable, 
and not condescending toward him.

The religion of Jesus Christ is a system 
of the true heavenly politeness and leads 

to a practical exhibition of habitual ten-
derness of feeling, kindness of deport-
ment. He who possesses godliness will 
also add this grace, taking a step higher 
on the ladder. The higher he mounts the 
ladder, the more of the grace of God is 
revealed in his life, his sentiments, his 
principles. He is learning, ever learning 
the terms of his acceptance with God, 
and the only way to obtain an inheri-
tance in the heavens is to become like 
Christ in character. The whole scheme 
of mercy is to soften down what is harsh 
in temper, and refine whatever is rugged 
in the deportment. The internal change 
reveals itself in the external actions. The 
graces of the Spirit of God work with 
hidden power in the transformation of 
character. The religion of Christ never 
will reveal a sour, coarse, and uncour-
teous action. Courtesy is a Bible virtue. 
The virtue of this grace of brotherly 
kindness characterized the life of Christ. 
Never was such courtesy exhibited upon 
the earth as Christ revealed, and we can-
not overestimate its value.… {OHC 72}

(10) To whom should we 
show esteem higher then 
ourselves and whose in-
terest should we look 
out for?

Philippians 2:3, 4

Related Texts: Galatians 5:13, 14; 
John 15:12, 13; Hebrews 13:16; Ephe-
sians 5:1, 2

If the Majesty of heaven could do so much 
to show His love for man, what ought not 
men to be willing to do to help one another 
out of the pit of darkness and suffering! 
Said Christ, “Love one another, as I have 
loved you;” not with a greater love; for 
“greater love hath no man than this, that a 
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man lay down his life for his friends.” Our 
love is frequently selfish, for we confine it 
to prescribed limits. When we come into 
close union and fellowship with Christ, 
our love and sympathy and our works of 
benevolence will reach down deeper and 
will widen and strengthen with exercise. 
The love and interest of Christ’s follow-
ers must be as broad as the world. Those 
who live merely for “me and mine” will 
fail of heaven. God calls upon you as a 
family to cultivate love, to become less 
sensitive in regard to yourselves and 
more sensitive to the griefs and trials of 
others. This selfish spirit that you have 
cherished all your lives is correctly rep-
resented by the priest and the Levite who 
passed by the unfortunate on the other 
side. They saw that he needed help, but 
purposely avoided him. {3T 529}

(11) What has God bestowed 
on all of us in one degree 
or another for the bless-
ing of others?

Matthew 25:15

Related Texts: Romans 12:6-8; 2 
Corinthians 8:3

There are many souls to be brought to the 
saving knowledge of the truth. The prod-
igal is far from his Father’s house, per-
ishing with hunger. He is to be the object 
of our compassion. Do you ask: “How 
does God regard those who are perish-
ing in their sins?” I point you to Calvary. 
God “gave His only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” John 
3:16. Think of the Saviour’s matchless 
love. While we were yet sinners, Christ 
died to save us from eternal death. In re-
turn for the great love wherewith Christ 
has loved you, You are to bring to Him 

your thank offering. You are to make a 
gratitude offering of yourself. Your time, 
your talents, your means--all are to flow 
to the world in a tide of love for the sav-
ing of the lost. Jesus has made it possible 
for you to accept His love and in happy 
cooperation with Him to work under its 
fragrant influence. He requires you to 
use your possessions in unselfish service, 
that His plan for the salvation of souls 
shall be carried forward with power. He 
expects you to give your undivided ener-
gies to His work. {9T 50}

(12) What wonderful words 
will those hear who, be-
cause of their love for 
Christ, have used their 
talents and means to love  
and bless others?

Matthew 25:23

Related Texts: Luke 16:10; Mark 
12:41-44

The Lord will investigate the use we have 
made of the talents He has entrusted to us. 
He has paid the wages of His own blood 
and His own self-denial and sacrifice and 
sufferings, to secure the willing service 
of every soul as a laborer together with 
God. If only all felt their accountability 
to God wisely to employ the gifts in tal-
ents entrusted, what a revenue would be 
brought to God through Jesus Christ! The 
one talent may and will increase by use. 
The supposed lowliest gift, the humblest 
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service, may reach minds and influence 
hearts that those who possess larger tal-
ents could not touch.

Now is our most favorable time to work. 
Individual visitation is of great value. In 
love for Jesus Christ and love for human 
souls the truth is to be carried to every 
family, talked of by every fireside that 
it is possible for you to find access to.… 
Bear in mind that the Holy Spirit is the 
worker. The human agent working for 
God is not alone.

Labor in perseverance, in tenderness, 
compassion, prayerfulness, and love 
will do more than sermons. The Lord 
Jesus, in giving His life for the sav-
ing of the world from the curse of sin, 
intended greater things than our eyes 
have yet witnessed. The Holy Spirit is 
waiting for channels through whom to 
work.… Satan will not always triumph. 
The Spirit of God will be poured out 
upon the church just as soon as the ves-
sels are prepared to receive it. {TKH 
330}

Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: ______________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

I now realize that those who 
need to be treated with untir-
ing effort  and kindness are the 
ones who deserve it the least. 
I ask Christ to fill me with His 
sympathizing, pitying, heart-
felt love that I reflect Him to 
these individuals and all whom 
I come in contact with.   
 
Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I pray for the Spirit of God 
to dwell in me that when I 
am persecuted for His sake 
I can return love for hatred 
and good for evil. I pray for 
the same spirit of forgiveness 
that Christ demonstrated on 
the cross.

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I see how the plan of redemption 
begins and ends with a gift and I 
have the privilege to carry it for-
ward for the salvation of others. I 
pray for God’s Spirit to empower 
me to be a faithful steward of this 
privilege and use the talents and 
resources He has given me for 
the blessing of others. 

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

It is my hearts desire to hear 
those blessed words from the 
lips of the Father, “Well done 
my good and faithful servant, 
enter into the joy of the Lord.” 
And I will gladly cast my crown 
at His feet to return the praise 
to Him!

Circle:     Yes      Undecided
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(1) What does “abiding in 
the light” mean, and 
what is the result if we 
apply it to our lives? 

1 John 2:10

Related Texts: 1 John 2:11; 1:5-7

He is in the light. God is constantly sur-
rounded by light that radiates from Him-
self. The best that Christians can do is to 
walk in the rays of light that emanate from 

God. As a traveler will follow the light of 
a guide along a dark and unknown road, 
so the child of God will follow light from 
the Lord along the road of life (2 Cor. 4:6; 
Eph. 5:8) .

If we walk in the light we walk with 
God, from whom the light shines, and 
have fellowship not only with Him but 
also with all others who are following 
the Lord. Serving the same God, believ-
ing the same truths, following the same 
instructions on the pathway of life, we 
cannot fail to walk in unity. The slight-
est sign of ill will between us and our 
brethren should make us review our 
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own conduct, to be sure that we are not 
veering away from the lighted path of 
life.  {7BC 631}

God is love (ch. 4:8), God is light (ch. 
1:5), and he who keeps on loving his 
brother despite circumstances that might 
produce hatred, must be living a life with 
God, and therefore dwelling in His light.

He that hateth. Such a man is a complete 
contrast to the loving one (v. 10). Instead 
of abiding, or dwelling, in God’s life-
giving light he dwells in spiritual dark-
ness. {7BC 639}

(2)  If we love OTHERS fer-
vently REGARDLESS OF HOW 
THEY TREAT US, what will 
this accomplish in our re-
lationship WITH THEM?

1 Peter 4:8

Related Texts: Proverbs 10:12; Mat-
thew 5:39; 1 Thessalonians 4:9

The love that suffers long and is kind will 
not magnify an indiscretion into an un-
pardonable offense, neither will it make 
capital of others’ misdoings. The Scrip-
tures plainly teach that the erring are to 
be treated with forbearance and consider-
ation. If the right course is followed, the 
apparently obdurate heart may be won to 
Christ. The love of Jesus covers a multi-
tude of sins. His grace never leads to the 
exposing of another’s wrongs unless it is 
a positive necessity. {CPTS 267}

(3) When we truly love the 
Lord with all our heart, 
soul, mind and strength, 
how will we want to 
treat our neighbor?

Mark 12:31

Related Texts: Mark 12:30; Matthew 
22:39

It is the greatest and most fatal deception 
to suppose that a man can have faith unto 
life eternal, without possessing Christ-
like love for his brethren. He who loves 
God and his neighbor is filled with light 
and love. God is in him and all around 
him. Christians love those around them 
as precious souls for whom Christ has 
died. There is no such thing as a loveless 
Christian; for “God is love,” and “here-
by we do know that we know him, if we 
keep his commandments. He that saith, 
I know him, and keepeth not his com-
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him.” … “This is my commandment, 
That ye love one another, as I have loved 
you.” This is the fruit that is to be given 
back to God.  {MS 133, 1899}

(4) After beholding the 
beauty of God’s law of 
liberty and love, what is 
the a Christian to do that 
will bring blessings and 
strength of character?

James 1:25

If a man will not exercise his arm, it be-
comes weak and deficient in muscular 
strength. Unless the Christian exercises his 
spiritual powers, he acquires no strength 
of character, no moral vigor. Love is a 
very precious plant and must be cultivated 
if it flourishes. The precious plant of love 
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is to be treated tenderly (practiced), and it 
will become strong and vigorous and rich 
in fruit-bearing, giving expression to the 
whole character. A Christlike nature is not 
selfish, not unkind, and will not hurt the 
souls of those who are struggling with Sa-
tan’s temptations. It will enter into the feel-
ings of those who are tempted that the trials 
and temptations shall be so managed as to 
bring out the gold and consume the dross. 
This is the practice which God appoints to 
all. In this, Christ’s school, all may learn 
their lessons daily, both teachers and pupils, 
to be patient, humble, generous, noble. You 
will all have to seek God most earnestly in 
prayer mingled with living faith, and the 
molding hand of God will bring out His 
own image in your character. Temptations 
will come, but not overcome. But through 
grace found in opening the heart to the 
knock and voice of Jesus, Christian char-
acter and experience are growing more and 
more beautiful and heavenly. 

Let us bear in mind that we are dealing with 
souls that Christ has purchased with infinite 
cost to Himself. O tell the erring, God loves 
you, God died for you. Weep over them, 
pray with them. Shed tears over them, 
but do not get angry with them. They are 
Christ’s purchased possession. Let every 
one seek a character that will express love 
in all his actions. “Whoso shall offend one 
of these little ones which believe in Me, it 
were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depths of the sea.” It were 
better not to live than to exist day by day 
devoid of that love which Christ has re-
vealed in His character, and has enjoined 
upon His children. Said Christ, “Love one 
another as I have loved you.” We live in a 
hard, unfeeling, uncharitable world. Satan 
and his confederacy are plying every art to 
seduce the souls for whom Christ has given 
His precious life. Every one who loves God 
in sincerity and truth, will love the souls for 
whom Christ has died. {FE 280-281}

(5) What is the result when, 
with Christlike love, we 
give the gift of kindness 
to others?

Luke 6:38

Related Texts: Deuteronomy 15:10, 
11; Proverbs 10:22; 19:17

We are not to think of reward, but of 
service; yet kindness shown in this spirit 
will not fail of its recompense. “Thy Fa-
ther which seeth in secret Himself shall 
reward thee openly.” While it is true that 
God Himself is the great Reward, that 
embraces every other, the soul receives 
and enjoys Him only as it becomes as-
similated to Him in character. Only like 
can appreciate like. It is as we give our-
selves to God for the service of humanity 
that He gives Himself to us. 

No one can give place in his own heart 
and life for the stream of God’s bless-
ing to flow to others, without receiving 
in himself a rich reward. The hillsides 
and plains that furnish a channel for the 
mountain streams to reach the sea suffer 
no loss thereby. That which they give 
is repaid a hundredfold. For the stream 
that goes singing on its way leaves be-
hind its gift of verdure and fruitfulness. 
The grass on its banks is a fresher green, 
the trees have a richer verdure, the flow-
ers are more abundant. When the earth 
lies bare and brown under the summer’s 
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parching heat, a line of verdure marks the 
river’s course; and the plain that opened 
her bosom to bear the mountain’s trea-
sure to the sea is clothed with freshness 
and beauty, a witness to the recompense 
that God’s grace imparts to all who give 
themselves as a channel for its outflow to 
the world. {MB 81-82}

(6) As blessed recipients of 
the gift of redemption, 
what is our privilege and 
high calling to do with it 
for others?

1 Peter 4:10

Related Texts: Romans 12:6-8; 1 Cor-
inthians 12:4-11

As the plan of redemption begins and 
ends with a gift, so it is to be carried for-
ward. The same spirit of sacrifice which 
purchased salvation for us will dwell in 
the hearts of all who become partakers 
of the heavenly gift. Says the apostle Pe-
ter: “As every man hath received the gift, 
even so minister the same one to another, 
as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God.” Said Jesus to His disciples as 
He sent them forth: “Freely ye have 
received, freely give.” In him who is 
fully in sympathy with Christ there can 
be nothing selfish or exclusive. He who 
drinks of the living water will find that it 
is “in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life.” The Spirit of Christ 
within him is like a spring welling up 
in the desert, flowing to refresh all, and 
making those who are ready to perish, 

eager to drink of the water of life. It was 
the same spirit of love and self-sacrifice 
which dwelt in Christ that impelled the 
apostle Paul to his manifold labors. “I 
am debtor,” he says, “both to the Greeks, 
and to the barbarians; both to the wise, 
and to the unwise.” “Unto me, who am 
less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach among 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ.” 

Our Lord designed that His church should 
reflect to the world the fullness and suffi-
ciency that we find in Him. We are con-
stantly receiving of God’s bounty, and 
by imparting of the same we are to rep-
resent to the world the love and benefi-
cence of Christ. While all heaven is astir, 
dispatching messengers to every part of 
the earth to carry forward the work of re-
demption, the church of the living God 
are also to be co-laborers with Christ. We 
are members of His mystical body. He 
is the head, controlling all the members 
of the body. Jesus Himself, in His infi-
nite mercy, is working on human hearts, 
effecting spiritual transformations so 
amazing that angels look on with aston-
ishment and joy. The same unselfish love 
that characterizes the Master is seen in 
the character and life of His true follow-
ers. Christ expects that men will become 
partakers of His divine nature while in 
this world, thus not only reflecting His 
glory to the praise of God, but illumining 
the darkness of the world with the radi-
ance of heaven. Thus will be fulfilled the 
words of Christ: “Ye are the light of the 
world.” {5T 730-731}

(7) When, from the heart, 
we have practiced love by 
ministering to the needs 
of the least, in the eyes of 
heaven to Whom have we 
ministered?
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Matthew 25:40

Related Texts: Matthew 18:4, 5; 10:42; 
Luke 9:48

Every act, every deed of justice and 
mercy and benevolence, makes music 
in heaven. The Father from His throne 
beholds and numbers the performer of 
them with His most precious treasures. 
“And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord 
of hosts, when I make up My jewels.” 
Every merciful act to the needy or the 
suffering is as though done to Jesus. 
Whoever succors the poor, or sympa-
thizes with the afflicted and oppressed, 
and befriends the orphan, brings himself 
into a more close relationship to Jesus. 
{RH August 16, 1881}

(8)  Instead of our actions 
of injustices to others, 
what are some of the acts 
of heartfelt love THAT 
WE will be judged by in 
the final judgment?

Matthew 25:35, 36

Related Texts: Proverbs 14:31; 19:17; 
Galatians 5:22, 23

Prayers, exhortation, and talk are cheap 
fruits, which are frequently tied on, but 
fruits that are manifested in good works, 
in caring for the needy, the fatherless, 
and widows, are genuine fruits, and 
grow naturally upon a good tree.… 
When hearts sympathize with hearts 
burdened with discouragement and 
grief, when the hand dispenses to the 
needy, when the naked are clothed, the 
stranger made welcome to a seat at your 
fireside and to a place in your heart, an-
gels are coming very near, and an an-
swering strain is responded to in heav-
en. Every act, every deed of justice and 
mercy and benevolence, makes sweet 
music ring in heaven...

Our heavenly Father lays blessings dis-
guised in our pathway, which some will 
not touch for fear they will detract from 
their enjoyment. Angels are waiting to 
see if we embrace opportunities within 
our reach of doing good—waiting to 
see if we will bless others, that they in 
turn may bless us. The Lord Himself 
has made us to differ—some poor, some 
rich, some afflicted—that all may have 
an opportunity to develop a character. 
The poor are purposely permitted of 
God to be thus, that we might be tested 
and proved, and develop what is in our 
hearts. {TMK 335}

(9) In the great judgement, 
what will be the measur-
ing stick that reveals if 
we truly love God and are 
fit for heaven?

John 15:12

Related Texts: John 13:34; Ephe-
sians 5:2; 1 Peter 4:8
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Love to man is the earthward manifesta-
tion of the love of God. It was to implant 
this love, to make us children of one fam-
ily, that the King of glory became one 
with us. And when His parting words are 
fulfilled, “Love one another, as I have 
loved you” (John 15:12); when we love 
the world as He has loved it, then for us 
His mission is accomplished. We are fit-
ted for heaven; for we have heaven in 
our hearts. {DA 641}

The Lord is good. He is merciful and 
tender-hearted. He is acquainted with 
every one of His children. He knows 
just what each one of us is doing. He 
knows just how much credit to give to 
each one. Will you not lay down your 
credit list and your condemnation list, 
and leave God to do His own work? 
You will be given the crown of glory if 
you will attend to the work that God has 
given you. {TSW, 5-14-1903}

(10) On the great day of 
judgment, what blessed 
words will be heard by 
those who have loved 
those in the world as 
Christ loved?

Matthew 25:34

Related Texts: Matthew 10:24; Psalm 
112:9

At the day of judgment, those who have 
been faithful in their everyday life, who 
have been quick to see their work and 
do it, not thinking of praise or profit, 
will hear the words, “Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of 
the world.” Christ does not commend 
them for the eloquent orations they have 
made, the intellectual power they have 
displayed, or the liberal donations they 
have given. It is for doing little things 
which are generally overlooked that 
they are rewarded. “I was an hungered, 
and ye gave me meat,” He says. “Inas-
much as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me” {LHU 346}

When the cases of all come in review 
before God, the question, What did they 
profess? is never asked, but, What have 
they done? Have they been doers of the 
word? Have they lived for themselves? 
or have they been exercised in works 
of benevolence, in deeds of kindness, 
in love, preferring others before them-
selves, and denying themselves that 
they might bless others? If the record 
shows that this has been their life, that 
their characters have been marked with 
tenderness, self-denial, and benevo-
lence, they will receive the blessed as-
surance and benediction from Christ, 
“Well done,” “Come, ye blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world.” 
{RH 7-13-1886}
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Study Notes - Prayer Requests - Answered Prayers: ______________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

It is my hearts desire to walk in 
the rays of light that emanate 
from God as a traveler follow-
ing a guide along a dark and 
unknown road.
 
Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I understand that this light is 
love and I desire for God’s love 
to flow through me as a chan-
nel of light to others that I may 
be Christ’s coworker for the 
kingdom of heaven.  

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I realize that love is not just an 
emotion but rather an action. 
My desire is to exercise the 
spiritual power of love that it 

may be a might power in my 
life that is may be like a might 
stream flowing out to others. 

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

I understand that the practice of 
love to others not only is like a 
well spring in the desert to them 
but also flows back to the giver 
and brings spiritual growth. I 
desire this in my life. 

Circle:     Yes      Undecided

It is the desire of my heart to hear 
the blessed words from the Father, 
“Well done my faithful servant 
enter into the joy of the Lord.”

Circle:     Yes      Undecided
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The wording of your answers may vary 
depending on the translation of Scrip-
ture used but the basic meaning should 
remain the same.

Lesson 1
(1)	 God is Love.
(2)	 Fear.
(3)	 Everlasting.
(4)	 Come now let us reason together.
(5)	 The greatest is love.
(6)	 Above all is love, which is the 		
	 bond of perfection.
(7)	 Love never fails.
(8)	 Righteousness, justice, mercy, 		
	 and truth.
(9)	 Love is the fulfilling of the law.
(10)	 The greatest love which is to lay 	
	 down your life for his friends.
(11)	 The angels.
(12)	 Will never thirst and then we 		
	 become to Him a fountain of  
	 water springing up unto everlast-	
	 ing life.
(13)	 The love with which You loved 	
	 Me may be in them, and I in them.
(14)	 By the Holy Spirit.

Lesson 2 
(1)	 The Father of Lights.
(2)	 Mercy.
(3)	 The heavens and firmament.
(4)	 Forgives our iniquities; heals our 	
	 diseases; redeems our life from 		
	 destruction; crowns us with lov-	
	 ing kindness & tender mercies; 		
	 and satisfies our mouth with good 	
	 things.
(5)	 Preach the gospel; heal the 		
	 broken hearted; proclaim liberty  
	 to the captives; recovery of sight 	
	 to the blind; and to set at liberty 	
	 the oppressed.
(6)	 Their food in due season.
(7)	 Seek first His kingdom & right-		
	 eousness; don’t worry about 		
	 tomorrow.

(8)	 Mercy and compassion.
(9)	 Death; life; angels; principalities; 	
	 powers; things present; things 		
	 to come; height; depth; nor any 		
	 other created thing.
(10)	 Freely give us all things.
(11)	 We can be called God’s children.

Lesson 3
(1)	 Abba Father.
(2)	 Will save us; will rejoice over 		
	 us with gladness; will quiet us 		
	 with His love; and will rejoice 		
	 over us with singing.
(3)	 The Lord God.
(4)	 Compel.
(5)	 When we are far off He sees us, 	
	 has compassion, runs to us and 		
	 falls on our neck and kisses us.
(6)	 His everlasting love and loving-	
	 kindness.
(7)	 There is joy in their presence.
(8)	 Taking away of our filthy gar-	 	
	 ments and clothe us with a  
	 change of raiment.
(9)	 The riches of His goodness,  
	 forbearance, and long-suffering.
(10)	 For us to be called His children.
(11)	 Not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God.
(12)	 There is joy!
(13)	 Return to Him for He has  
	 redeemed us.

Lesson 4
(1)	 Merciful; gracious; long-suffering; 	
	 abundant in goodness and truth.
(2)	 Loves us as He does Christ.
(3)	 He chastens and scourges.
(4)	 God turns the curse into a blessing. 
(5)	 As many as He loves.
(6)	 Be zealous and repent.
(7)	 He will not utterly take it from us 	
	 & not allow His faithfulness to fail.
(8)	 A far more exceeding and eternal 	
	 weight of glory.
(9)	 Repentance.
(10)	 Saved us through the washing of 	
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	 regeneration and renewing of the 	
	 Holy Spirit.

Lesson 5
(1)	 Ministry of reconciliation.
(2)	 He gave His only begotten Son.
(3)	 Not to condemn the world.
(4)	 The light has come into the world 	
	 and men loved darkness rather 		
	 than light.
(5)	 Sent His Son into the world that 	
	 we might live through Him.
(6)	 To be the propitiation for our sins.
(7)	 While we were still sinners Christ 	
	 died for us.
(8)	 To comprehend with the saints 		
	 the width, length, depth, height 		
	 to know the love of Christ which 	
	 passes knowledge.
(9)	 To heal our backsliding, love 		
	 them freely, and turn His anger 		
	 away from us.
(10)	 Because of His great love with 		
	 which He loved us.
(11)	 Jesus.
(12)	 His love.
(13)	 Makes us alive together with 		
	 Christ, raised us up together 		
	 and made us sit together in  
	 heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

Lesson 6
(1)	 The Law and the Prophets.
(2)	 Lord is the God of justice.
(3)	 May be partakers of the divine 		
	 nature.
(4)	 Not willing that any perish but 		
	 that all should come to repentance.
(5)	 Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
(6)	 Having been reconciled we shall 	
	 be saved by His (Christ’s) life.
(7)	 Blessing and honor and glory and 	
	 power be to Him who sits on the 	
	 throne and unto the Lamb forever 	
	 and ever.
(8)	 As far as the east is from the west.
(9)	 The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Lesson 7
(1)	 Became flesh and dwelt among us.
(2)	 God with us.
(3)	 Redeem those who were under 		
	 the law.
(4)	 Power of darkness.
(5)	 He was before all things and in 		
	 Him all things exist.
(6)	 The mystery of godliness.
(7)	 Glorious not having spot or 		
	 wrinkle or any such thing, but  
	 made holy and without blemish.
(8)	 Christ in you the hope of glory.
(9)	 He was wounded for our 		
	 transgressions, He was bruised 		
	 for our iniquities, & the chastise- 
	 ment for our peace was upon Him.

Lesson 8
(1)	 Draws us with gentle cords, with 	
	 bands of love.
(2)	 Eternal life through Jesus Christ 	
	 our Lord.
(3)	 Life and have it more abundantly.
(4)	 He seeks to save the lost.
(5)	 Anyone who has seen Me 		
	 (Christ) has seen the Father.
(6)	 Redemption & forgiveness of sin.
(7)	 By His stripes we re healed.
(8)	 Confess our sins.
(9)	 He calls His own sheep by name.

Lesson 9
(1)	 He was oppressed and afflicted.
(2)	 Our faith.
(3)	 Mercy and redemption. 
(4)	 Righteousness, justice, mercy, 		
	 and truth.
(5)	 Behold! The Lamb of God who 	
	 takes away the sin of the world.
(6)	 Will be transformed into the same 	
	 image.
(7)	 Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
(8)	 In the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ
(9)	 What is the width and length and 	
	 depth and height and to know the 	
	 love of Christ.
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(10)	 You are worthy, O Lord to 	 	
	 receive glory and honor and  
	 power; for you created all things 	
	 and by Your will they exist.
(11)	 Their crowns.

Lesson 10
(1)	 Our hearts will burn within us.
(2)	 He laid down His life.
(3)	 Such knowledge is too wonderful 	
	 for me, it is high, I cannot attain it.
(4)	 Draw all people to Himself.
(5)	 Repentance.
(6)	 Come to Me.
(7)	 Gave Himself for us, and offering 	
	 and a sacrifice.
(8)	 Who comes to Me I will by no 		
	 means cast out.
(9)	 He laid down His life for us.
(10)	 Not for ours only but also for the 	
	 whole world.
(11)	 While we were yet sinners.
(12)	 Angels.

Lesson 11
(1)	 I will come again and receive you 	
	 unto myself.
(2)	 The Comforter.
(3)	 To those who obey Him.
(4)	 Peace I leave with you, My peace 	
	 I give to you.
(5)	 I can of mine own self do nothing.
(6)	 Whose mind is stayed on Him.
(7)	 We will be rooted & grounded 		
	 in love.
(8)	 With the fullness of God.
(9)	 He who comes to Me shall never 	
	 hunger and he who believes in 		
	 Me shall never thirst.
(10)	 He will give them rest.
(11)	 Will keep them in perfect peace.

Lesson 12
(1)	 Glorify Him with our body & spirit.
(2)	 As a young man marries a virgin 	
	 and as the bridegroom rejoices 		
	 over his bride.

(3)	 More than conquerors.
(4)	 If you are Christ’s.
(5)	 I have redeemed you; I have called 	
	 you by your name; You are mine.
(6)	 Forgive and cleanse us from all 	
	 unrighteousness.
(7)	 I have been crucified with Christ, 	
	 it is no longer I who live but 		
	 Christ lives within me, and the 		
	 life I now live I live by faith in 		
	 the Son of God who loved me  
	 and gave Himself for me.
(8)	 Who ever keeps His Word.
(9)	 With His own blood He entered 	
	 the Most Holy Place.
(10)	 Not by works of righteousness 		
	 but saved according to His mercy.

Lesson 13
(1)	 He abides in God and God in him.
(2)	 Whoever loves has been born of 	
	 God and knows God.
(3)	 Our Lord Jesus Christ.
(4)	 Submit yourselves therefore to 		
	 God and resist the devil.
(5)	 Draw near to God; cleanse our 		
	 hands; purify our hearts.
(6)	 The same image from glory to glory
(7)	 We will abide forever.
(8)	 The truth.
(9)	 In deed and truth.
(10)	 His Word.
(11)	 When we keep His Word.
(12)	 Whoever abides in Him cannot sin.
(13)	 He who began a good work in 		
	 you will complete it until the day 	
	 of Jesus Christ.
(14)	  He who has the Son has life.

Lesson 14
(1)	 Endured the cross and despised 	
	 the shame.
(2)	 The manner of love the Father 		
	 has bestowed on us.
(3)	 To know and to believe the love 	
	 God has for us.
(4)	 To give us a new heart, a new 		
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	 spirit and remove the heart of  
	 stone and give us a heart of flesh.
(5)	 We will find Him.
(6)	 To love Him with all the heart, 		
	 with all the understanding, with 	
	 all the soul, with all the strength 	
	 and to love our neighbors as 		
	 ourselves.
(7)	 To have & keep His commandments.
(8)	 He will put His laws in our minds 	
	 and write them on our hearts.
(9)	 You will abide in His love
(10)	 Circumcise your heart and the 		
	 heart of your descendants.
(11)	 We will love the children of God
(12)	 Keep His law as the apple of our 	
	 eye; bind them on our fingers; 	 	
	 write them on the tablet of  
	 our hearts.
(13)	 Will have right to the tree of life 	
	 and enter in through the gates  
	 into the city.
(14)	 I will praise the Lord according to 	
	 His righteousness and will sing  
	 praise to the name of the Lord  
	 most high.

Lesson 15
(1)	 Him first loving us.
(2)	 Cover all sins.
(3)	 Power; love; sound mind.
(4)	 Cannot quench love, nor can the 	
	 floods drown it.
(5)	 Immeasurably more than all we 	
	 ask or imagine according to the 	
	 power that is at work in us.
(6)	 We can ask anything according 		
	 to His will and He hears us and 		
	 we can know that we have the  
	 petitions that we desire of Him.
(7)	 I am crucified with Christ never		
	 the less I live yet not I but Christ  
	 lives in me.
(8)	 Christ.
(9)	 Love.
(10)	 We will be of one mind having 		
	 compassion one to another, love as 	

	 brothers, be pitiful and courteous.
(11)	 We may be partakers of the 		
	 divine nature.

Lesson 16
(1)	 To Christ.
(2)	 Love one another as I have 
	 loved you.
(3)	 If we have love for one another.
(4)	 Our light and good works.
(5)	 Epistle (letter).
(6)	 It is dead.
(7)	 With gladness and with singing.
(8)	 How does the love of God abide in him?
(9)	 Go and make disciples of all na-	
	 tions, baptize them, teach the all  
	 that He commanded.
(10)	 Walk just as Jesus walked.

Lesson 17
(1)	 Incorruptible beauty of a gentle 	
	 and quiet spirit.
(2)	 In deed and truth.
(3)	 Loose bonds of wickedness; undo  
	 heavy burdens; set oppressed free;  	
	 break every yoke; feed hungry; 		
	 house the poor; cover the naked; 		
	 don’t hide yourself from your  
	 own flesh.
(4)	 Being like-minded having the 		
	 same love being of one accord 		
	 and of one mind.
(5)	 Be kindly affectionate to one an		
	 other and give preference to one 	
	 another.
(6)	 If we have love for one another..
(7)	 Like apples of gold in settings of 	
	 silver.
(8)	 Suffers long; is kind; does not 	 	
	 envy; dose not parade itself; not  
	 puffed up; does not behave 	 	
	 rudely; does not seek its own; 		
	 is not provoked; thinks no evil;  
	 does not rejoice in iniquity; re-		
	 joices in truth; bears all things; 		
	 believes all things; hopes all  
	 things; endures all things; never fails.
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(9)	 “Goods”--physical things.
(10)	 The truth.
(11)	 Light shall break forth like the 		
	 morning, your healing shall  
	 spring forth speedily and your 		
	 righteousness shall go before you, 	
	 the glory of the Lord shall 		
	 be your rear guard.

Lesson 18
(1)	 Love your enemies.
(2)	 Bless them; do good to them; 		
	 pray for them.
(3)	 You will heap coals of fire on 	 	
	 their heads.
(4)	 He did not revile in return and did 	
	 not threaten.
(5)	 Love enemies, do good and lend 	
	 hoping for nothing in return.
(6)	 Confusion and every evil thing.
(7)	 Whatever you want them to do to 	
	 you do this to them.
(8)	 Minister it one to another.
(9)	 Be of one mind; have compas-		
	 sion; love as brothers; tender		
	 hearted; courteous.
(10)	 Esteem others better then self; 		
	 looking out for the interest  
	 of others.
(11)	 Talents.
(12)	 Well done good and faithful  
	 servant …enter into the joy  
	 of your Lord.

Lesson 19
(1)	 To love our brother; no cause of 	
	 stumbling in him.
(2)	 Love will cover a multitude of sins.
(3)	 Shall love our neighbor as  
	 ourselves.
(4)	 Continue therein not being a 		
	 forgetful hearer but a doer of  
	 the work.
(5)	 It will be given back to us in good 	
	 measure, pressed down, shaken 	
	 together and running over,  
	 with the same measure we give it 	

	 will be measured back to us.
(6)	 Minister the same one to another 	
	 as good stewards fo the manifold 	
	 grace of God.
(7)	 The King.
(8)	 Giving food; giving drink; taken 	
	 them in; clothed; visited the sick; 	
	 visited the prisoners.
(9)	 Love to others as Christ loved us.
(10)	 Come you blessed of My  
	 Father, inherit the kingdom  
	 prepared for you.
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Bible Study Materials

Steps to Christ Bible Study Guide

Based on the classic soul winning book, “Steps To Christ”, points the reader to 
Jesus Christ – the only One who is able to meet the needs of the soul. It unfolds 
the simplicity of Christ’s saving grace and the victory offered to you by His 
keeping power. This life-changing book is now available in a Bible study format 
in original text, contemporary English, or Spanish. This guide is 16 lessons in 
length and 112 pages.

The Great Controversy Bible Study Guide

This guide is a series of 13 lesson using 13 of the last 14 abridged chapters of 
The Great Controversy. In a Bible study format, this life-changing publication 
presents the Biblical history of the great conflict between the powers of good 
and evil, between life and death. Starting from the origin of sin and concluding 
with its extermination, your will search out knowledge that will affect your 
eternal destiny. Just a few of the important topics covered are: communication 
with the dead; the law of God; observance of God’s holy day; the Mark of the 
Beast; the Time of Trouble; the coming of Christ; and the destruction of the 
earth. Now available in English and Spanish.

Gethsemane to Glory - Desire of Ages Bible Study Guide

Gethsemane to Glory is a life-changing Bible study with commentary adapted 
from final 14 chapters of the classic, The Desire of Ages. Take this incredible 
journey through the portals of time to experience the thoughts and feelings of 
Christ in His final hours on this earth until He was raised to glory! You will be 
blessed as the Bible through the author paints a vivid picture upon the canvas 
of your mind the most critical event in the history of the universe! The moment 
when your eternal destiny hung in the balance and was secured; the moment 
God’s character was vindicated! Now available in English.

The Sanctified Life Bible Study Guide

Are you tired of playing spiritual games? Are you ready to experience the blessing 
that comes from full surrender and a daily connection with God? By studying 
the lives of Daniel, John, and the example of Christ, this guide will encourage, 
inspire, and challenge you to a deeper experience with God. This Bible study 
guide is 11 lessons and 80 pages in length.

Promise of Peace Bible Study Guide

This study guide answers the following questions and many more. Who is God? 
What is His character like? Does God care for me as an individual? Is His Word 
trustworthy? How can I get to know and communicate with Him? How can I find 
freedom from guilt and have inner peace? What is temptation? Why do I struggle 
with sin? What is some practical, Bible based wisdom that brings victory and 
peace? This Bible study guide is 8 lessons and 64 pages in length.     

Bible Study 
Guide

Publisher Direct Prices as low as 1/4 Retail Value
www.RevelationPublications.com   1-800-952-4457

At this printing these are the titles available, please check our website or call for new titles.



Our Abiding Christ Bible Study Guide

Our Abiding Christ Bible Study Guide is 13 lessons and 96 pages in length. It is 
an in-depth study based of the life-changing conversation as recorded by John in 
chapter 15:1-17 between Christ and His disciples. These verses are used as a spring-
board to discover additional wisdom and counsel from Scripture on how to abide in 
Christ. After using Scripture to find your answer, you will then be blessed by related 
comments compiled from 49 Spirit of Prophecy books and resources used as com-
mentary. 

From Damascus to Rome Bible Study Guide

From Damascus to Rome Bible Study Guide is 16 lesson and 128 pages in length. 
You are personally invited on an incredible journey through God’s Word to re-live 
the amazing story of Paul, the most prolific writer of the New Testament. You will 
experience his journey from the Damascus road conversion until he was taken to 
Rome and “offered up” as a willing sacrifice for Christ and the Cause he so dearly 
loved. May you be filled with conviction and courage to lay hold upon the hope 
which sustained Paul and to “fight the good fight of faith.” The commentary was 
compiled from 30 Spirit of Prophecy books and resources. 

Indescribable Love Bible Study Guide

This guide is 144 pages with 19 lessons. The love of the Father in the Gift of His 
Son for a fallen race is indescribable, unfathomable, without parallel and this Gift 
centers at the cross. The full significance tongue cannot utter, pen cannot portray, and 
the human mind or even angels cannot fully comprehend. It is so surpassing, so grand, 
so sublime, that we can never hope to fully understand but the life of all who try will be 
changed. You are invited on an incredible journey through God’s Word to learn about 
and experience this great love. You can rest wholly in His hands and be filled with holy 
joy, calm peace, and love indescribable! After using Scripture to find your answer, you 
will then be blessed by related comments compiled from 37 Spirit of Prophecy books 
and resources used as commentary. 

The Bible Counselor for Soul Winning 
* One-on-one witnessing or counseling.  * Personal or small group Bible study.       	
* Convenient back of Bible reference.  * A gift for new or potential converts 

Do you long to lead searching souls to Christ or desire to find Him yourself but lack 
the confidence or the knowledge of where to begin? Then you have just discovered 
the perfect resource – The Bible Counselor for Soul Winning. This handy, Christ 
centered, 100% Bible-based, gospel sharing resource is 28 pages in length and 
contains 70 topics and many subtopics to aid in basic understanding and practical 
application of the gospel. Each quickly referenced category provides a few concise 
statements of counsel and the Bible verse on which it is based. Can be adhered to 
the back cover of your Bible to have at your finger tips!

The Bible Navigator
How many times have you opened God’s Word, and without knowing the sub-
ject matter of the chapter, began to read? How many times have you wanted to 
study a specific topic or read a specific story but didn’t know where to locate it in 
Scripture? Now available to you is the “Bible Navigator”—a new powerful study 
aid available to help you navigate through God’s Word. The Bible Navigator lists 
every chapter of the Bible with a brief description of the subject matter it contains.  

At this printing these are the titles available, please check our website or call for new titles.
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Spanish Bible Study Guides
These are our Spanish titles that are currently available. See the English titles based on the 
same books for a detailed description. Also go to our website or call our 800 number for 
new Spanish projects that may now be available.

At this printing these are the titles available, please check our website or call for new titles.

Spanish Titles Available

Christ’s Object Lessons Bible Study Series
In teaching with parables, Christ’s purpose was to use nature as a medium to teach the 
spiritual and connect us with the truths of His written Word. Seeds of Wisdom (15 lessons, 
128 pages), Growing in Wisdom (9 lessons, 112 pages), and Harvest of Wisdom (7 lessons, 112 
pages) uses the parables of Christ from the classic, Christ’s Object Lessons as commentary 
in a life-changing Bible interactive study series. Since each guide is based on a different set 
of parables the guides can each stand alone as a study tool or can be done as a series. Some 
titles available in Spanish.
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